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 Australia Day Breakfast Run  

          
 

        
 

  Meetings 
The Club holds informal gatherings at 8pm on the first Wednesday of each month, except January, at the 
Colonel Light Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset Ave. Assemble at 7.30 for a pre-meeting chat. The only 
formal club meeting is the Annual General Meeting, held on the first Wednesday in July each year. 
Wednesday 6

th
 February. All efforts to come up with an interesting speaker for this meeting have failed, 

so your editor has been asked to put together a slide show from the approx. 200 photos of pre 1905 vehicles 
taken on the 2012 RAC London to Brighton Run. Time permitting I will put name and date captions on each 
photo. 
Wednesday 6

th
 March. Josie Chantrell will enchant us with a report and slide show, on her recent 2 month 

student exchange visit to Paris, no doubt leaving out the bits that she doesn’t want her Dad to know about. 
Wednesday 3

rd
 April. We have been promised a very interesting evening of entertainment by Julian 

McNeil talking about his vast collection of Veteran cars and parts, and other things. 
Wednesday 1

st
 May. Anecdotes, photos and tall stories from what is promising to be a terrific weekend 

rally based at Nurioopta. Any input and photos from participants will be more than welcome. 
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 Upcoming events 
Sunday 10

th
 February Breakfast run to Semaphore, being organised by David Chantrell. Starting at 

Veale Gardens at 7am for a 7.30am departure. After a short run we are 
having breakfast at a café at Semaphore (venue still being decided as I am 
waiting on confirmation). After breakfast we will follow the coast to Glenelg 
where we have been invited to Kapara Nursing Home for our elderly 
citizens. Those who wish, may take some people for a ride. Kapara will be 
heavily dependant on temperature, if 40 odd degrees it may not go ahead. 

Sunday 10
th

 March Old Reynella Historical Fair, route there being organised by David Chantrell. 
Start at the Colonel Light Gardens RSL at 9am for a 9.30am departure, note 
we will be going on South Road and up Tapley's Hill. We have booked a 
space for 10 veteran cars. The fair promises to be something different with 
Napoleonic enactments, canons, black powder firings, period costumes and 
of course the VCCSA!. We can leave about 3pm or so to get home. 

Friday 12
th

 to Sunday 14
th

 

April 2013 

Our annual weekend rally, to be held in and around Nuriootpa, all cabins in 
the caravan park on hold for us, just mention the Veteran Car Club of SA, be 
quick, they are filling fast.  Get your rally entries in now please.  Routes are 
for all veteran vehicles. So don’t hesitate, enter that veteran car or motor 
cycle! The more the merrier!!! Flyer and entry form attached to this Bulletin. 

 

 The Patritti Winery Run 
Saturday 8th December 2012 
As a lead up to the Christmas festivities, the Club organised a Run at the start of December to Patritti 
Winery.  The weather was, as expected, a little on the warm side but this did not deter the intrepid group that 
met at Veale Gardens around 2pm on the day.  The turn-out consisted of approximately half a dozen veteran 
vehicles, a couple of classic vehicles and a few other Club members in their ‘normal’ vehicles.   
The surprise package for the day was David Chantrell’s Model T Ford suitably decorated in Christmas tinsel 
and complete with a set of reindeer horns on his front lights – looked fantastic and added to the theme of the 
day.  After assembling at Veale Gardens,  the group set off for the Winery Run which took us out of the city 
onto Fullarton Road and then upwards onto Old Belair Road and through Blackwood.  Our entourage did 
cause a few motorists on the Old Belair Road to take the slow scenic route upwards to Blackwood (whether 
they were happy to do so or not) but no-one appeared to get too impatient along the way and our vehicles 
made it up the slope with no mishaps.  
We then motored through Blackwood and proceeded down Shepherd’s Hill Road onto Sturt Road, over 
Diagonal Road and then after Morphett Road, turned off to the Patritti Winery.  There was a slight error in 
the printed directions and the Chantrell entourage waited at the corner turn off to the Winery to make sure 
that everyone arrived at the destination without too much confusion. 
After organising ourselves in the Winery car park we all partook of the excellent wine tastings at the Cellar 
door.  Personally I was very impressed with the range and quality of the wines and I must confess I have not 
heard of this Winery before, so this was a pleasant surprise find for me and I plan to go back again and 
purchase some of their wines for future consumption.   
There were parklands and picnic facilities next door to the Winery and we all bought a picnic tea to 
consume after quaffing the wine samples, and purchasing some as well.  It was a lovely afternoon, 
reasonable weather, a great time had by all and a chance to wish everyone a good Christmas/New Year 
celebration.  Another Run there would be a delight!!! 

Cathy Jackson – Minutes Secretary 
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  From the Chairman 
I hope everybody had an enjoyable Christmas/New Year break.  As 2013 gets started, I realise what a busy 
year I have ahead of me – three interstate National Rallies, two flag-marshalling trips to Phillip Island and 
of course our Club events as well.  Perhaps one of the few advantages of being “of advancing years” is that I 
don’t have to fit all this in with work commitments. 
The first event of the year was a lovely relaxing start to the activities – the Australia Day brekky run.  Neil 
organised a nice lazy run ending at a wonderful breakfast venue, and the weather co-operated perfectly. 
Our meeting on Wednesday 6th February will be a slide show from Tony Beaven.  He was lucky enough to 
be in the UK when the London to Brighton run was on, and will show us the pictures he took at the event.  
Naturally, it was raining a good bit of the time, but apparently the weather improved as the day went on, so 
we should see some interesting vehicles. 
Next month, for the March meeting, our Secretary, David, has arranged a very special treat.  I’m sure he’ll 
tell us all about it in this magazine, but it sounds to me like a perfect occasion for the ladies to make an 
appearance – I feel confident to predict that there will be no mention at all of sprockets or gudgeon pins.  
Mind you, knowing David, he may take that statement as a challenge! 
I’m sure we can all look forward to another great year of meetings and events with the Club. 
Happy Veteran Motoring, 

Howard 

 

 From the Secretary 
2013 is already one month old and your committee has met for the first time this year. Correspondence wise 
we had the usual pages of things, but the main items on the agenda, our 2013 rally, the future of the Bay to 
Birdwood, and the VCCSA Annual Weekend Rally for 2014.  
The committee has decided to post a hard copy of our “Bulletin” to each veteran car club in each state.  The 
reason for this is we like to read their magazines and we feel their members enjoy ours likewise.  So enough 
of the new fangled, impersonal emailing thing and back to good old Australia Post. 
The changes to the historic registration have kicked in and from now on every member must present a 
signed statutory declaration when re-registering their vehicle(s). We are looking at borrowing the one on the 
Federation’s website for inclusion on ours, and for club distribution. 
Our annual rally is well under way and entries are coming in. However, we always need more and the 
earlier you enter the better idea the organisers have of what extra things we can afford and include for the 
rally. So do not hesitate, jump on board and join in for the best 3 day veteran rally held in South Australia! 
I need to clean out some of the old club magazines and will start bundling them up in groups to give away at 
our meetings. I simply need more space! 
Kind Regards, 

David Chantrell 

 

 Rally Secretary’s Report 
Entries are coming in steadily for our Club rally in the Barossa in April. 
May I ask, just to make my job a little easier (without having to send extra emails and make phone calls) 
that all details are filled in on the entry form, especially if you are attending the free breakfast on Sunday 
morning (we need to know numbers for catering) and your travel arrangements, so that we know how many 
wish to travel in convoy from Highbury. 
Also, on the indemnity form, as well as their signature, could you please print the name of passengers to 
enable me to have correct names on badges at the event? 
Many thanks, 

Dianne 
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 From your Editor 
Once again I am pleading for more material from members and readers.  It is very hard to find enough 
interesting and varied articles to fill the magazine every month, and I am not sure that what I include is what 
you want to read.  Even if you do not have anything to contribute, please let me know what type of articles 
that you would like to see in the Bulletin, and I will do my best to include them. 
Any articles that you send, would be appreciated in Word (.doc), and photos in (.jpg), preferably no larger 
than 500k, 6Mb photos just take too long to download, and clog up the inbox.  I have to keep the overall 
size of the Bulletin down to around 2.5Mb, or else many of you cannot receive it by email. 

Tony 

 Wanted 
I have a friend who is looking for the following: 
One rim for a 1928 Cadillac sedan with wooden 
wheels 20 inch. 
Can you help??? or do you know of anyone that 
can??? 
kubicakarl@virginbroadband.com.au 
tel.   02 46475703 
mob. 0402735120 

  For sale 
Wiring diagrams for all veteran and vintage cars 
known to mankind, and some that are not. 
Terry Parker 08 83313445  

  For sale 
Early Motorcycles of South Australia. 

 
The attached booklet 
is printed and 
available $15 inc. 
post anywhere in 
Australia,  
$10 at Club meetings. 
Payment to Terry 
Parker. 
 
 
 

 

 For sale 
Garry Wurst  0422818512  invites expressions of interest in either or both of these cars. 

 

         
 1911 Martini 1926 Minerva 
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 Southern Australia Day Run 2013 
What better alternatives could there be to celebrate Australia Day, besides a wonderful drive through our 
unique landscape in some veteran cars all flying our National Flag proudly. 
For the second time a growing number of VCCSA and like-minded veteran car enthusiasts took to the back 
roads around Willunga, Meadows, Mount Compass and Ashbourne for a Sunday drive with a difference.  
We could have been mistaken for a gathering of the ‘Model T Ford Club’ had it not been for the appearance 
of a lonely Dodge.  Starting around 11am, we ventured out knowing we would be traversing a few hills – 
many were unprepared for the first climb greeting us straight away, as we crawled up Old Willunga Hill.  I 
suspect the Tour Down Under bicycles might have been somewhat faster up the hill the day before. 
We covered a distance of about 110kms, averaging a very pleasant 25 miles per hour, although the drag 
from a very large Australian Flag might have slowed one car down in particular.  Once again it was a very 
enjoyable run with just the right mix of adventure and pleasurable driving for all. 
 

 
Photo from Hamish McDonald 

Note from the editor:  Sheena and I attended the Model T Club annual ‘T Party’ run two weeks before, only 
two Vintage Model Ts turned up, and only one took part in the short run of about 10km. 
 

 Just when you thought that you had seen it all 
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 Mulhouse 2012 
We visited the Schlumpf collection at Mulhouse some 25 years ago, not long after it was first opened to the 
public.  Most know the Schlumpf story, wealthy textile mill owners who amassed a huge collection of 
mainly veteran and vintage vehicles including 50 or so Bugattis, and were run out of town when their lowly 
paid workers found out.  The Govermnent took over the collection to open it to the public. 
The collection was awe-inspiring then, even though many vehicles were unrestored and unkempt. A 
different story now, with superbly restored exhibits in every direction.  Only a handful remains in ‘as found’ 
condition, and even those are tidy and clean, waiting their turn.  Many were acquired from early restorers, 
and so while the colours chosen might not be authentic, the vehicles generally are.  Colour can be fairly 
easily changed, but body styles are more difficult to correct once built. 
Although there are veterans to die for, the main thrust is of later vintage cars, which tends to support the 
main exhibits, the Bugatti Royals. My pick probably would be a 
1905 Peugeot, about the same size as Larry Clarke’s Humberette, but 
that is one of a dozen almost miniature veterans on show. 
There are some messages hidden in the display.  There is a burgundy 
coloured G.P. Bugatti re-imported from USA, which has had its 
chassis shortened, axles and steering gear chromed and generally 
tarted up beyond belief.  It is displayed with a placard implying that 
sacrilege has been committed.  Then there is the Harley outfit, the 
only American vehicle amongst the several hundred in the museum.  
Were they saying that they knew Americans made vehicles, and this 
was their best?  There are Alfas, Minervas, Hispanos, Maybachs and Horch, generally the best their 
respective countries produced, yet no Duessenbergs, Stutz or Packards, which some would argue, are equals 
to the best from Europe.  The Schlumpfs in one purchase, bought about 20 Bugattis from America, so they 
knew where it was, and had the capacity to buy anything they wanted.  Clearly they didn’t want any of 
those. Conversely, they collected many pedestrian European vehicles.  Ford was to USA what Darracq was 
to Europe, and there are many examples shown, but not a Ford in sight. 
There are perhaps 6 Rolls, from an early Ghost on which the Schlumpfs built an unfortunate body, through 
to a Phantom 3, and a couple of Bentleys, one being a Speed 6.  Trish remarked that she had not seen a 
closed body on a vintage 6, and I explained that had it remained in England this one would also be a Van 
den Plas racer by now.  Again, no Morris or Austin, but at least they acknowledged that a Rolls might be 
OK. 
The visit should be on every enthusiast’s ‘bucket list’.  There’s a tram from the train station which drops 
you at the door, and cafeterias within, so spend the day – you’ll need it. 

Terry Parker 

 

      
 New body, never fitted to a car.  You know you’re in trouble when you have a Violet Bogey 
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 1895 Peugeot Delahaye similar to Roy Sheldon’s. 
 

 Time for a laugh 
Didn't like shopping there anyway.  Yesterday I was at my local Bunnings store buying a large bag of 
Winalot dog food for my loyal pet, and was in the checkout queue, when a woman behind me asked if I had 
a dog. 
What did she think I had, an elephant?  So, since I'm retired and have little to do, on impulse I told her that 
“no, I didn't have a dog, I was starting the Winalot Diet again”.  I added that I probably shouldn’t, because I 
ended up in hospital last time, but I'd lost 2 stone before I woke up in intensive care with tubes coming out 
of most of my orifices and IVs in both arms. 
I told her that it was essentially a perfect diet and that the way that it works is to load your pockets with 
Winalot nuggets and simply eat one or two every time you feel hungry.  The food is nutritionally complete 
so it works well and I was going to try it again.  (I have to mention here that practically everyone in the 
queue was now enthralled with my story.) 
Horrified, she asked me if I ended up in intensive care because the dog food poisoned me.  I told her no, I 
stepped off the kerb to sniff an Irish Setter's arse and a car hit me. 
I thought the guy behind her was going to have a heart attack he was laughing so hard.  I'm now banned 
from Bunnings.  Better watch what you ask retired people.  They have all the time in the world to think of 
daft things to say. 
 

 Don’t worry 
There are only two things to worry about 
Either you are well, or you are sick 
 
If you are well there is nothing to worry about 
But if you are sick, there are two things to worry 
about. 
Either you will get well, or you will die. 
 
If you get well, there is nothing to worry about. 

 
But if you die, there are two things to worry 
about. 
Either you go to heaven, or you go to hell. 
 
If you go to heaven, there is nothing to worry 
about. 
But if you go to hell, you will be so damn busy 
shaking hands with all of your friends, you won’t 
have time to worry. 
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The Kennet and Avon Canal 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

The Kennet and Avon Canal is a waterway in southern England with an overall length of 87 miles 
(140 km), made up of two lengths of navigable river linked 
by a canal. The name is commonly used to refer to the entire 
length of the navigation rather than solely to the central 
canal section. From Bristol to Bath the waterway follows the 
natural course of the River Avon before the canal links it to 
the River Kennet at Newbury, and from there to Reading on 
the River Thames. In all, the waterway incorporates more 
than 100 locks. 

The two river stretches were made navigable in the early 
18th century, and the 57-mile (92 km) canal section was 
constructed between 1794 and 1810. In the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries, the canal gradually fell into disuse after 
the opening of the Great Western Railway. In the latter half 
of the 20th century the canal was restored in stages, largely 
by volunteers. After decades of dereliction and much 
restoration work, it was fully reopened in 1990. The Kennet 
and Avon Canal has been developed as a popular heritage 
tourism destination for boating, canoeing, fishing, walking, 
and cycling, and is also important for wildlife conservation. 

Early plans 

The idea of an east to west waterway link across southern 
England was first mentioned in Elizabethan times, between 
1558 and 1603, to take advantage of the proximity of the 
rivers Avon and Thames, only 3 miles (4.8 km) apart at their 
closest. Later, around 1626, Henry Briggs made a survey of 
the two rivers and noted that the land between them was 
level and easy to dig. He proposed a canal to connect them, 
but following Briggs' death in 1630 the plan was dropped. 
After the English Civil War four bills were presented to 
parliament, but all failed after opposition from gentry, 
farmers and traders worried about cheaper water transport 
reducing the value of fees on turnpike roads they controlled, 
and cheaper produce from Wales undercutting locally 
produced food. The main alternative to road transport for the 
carriage of goods between Bristol and London was a 
hazardous sea route through the English Channel. The small 
coastal sailing ships of the day were often damaged by Atlantic storms, and risked being attacked by 
warships of the French navy and privateers during a succession of conflicts with France.  

Plans for a waterway were shelved until the early 18th century. In 1723 the Kennet Navigation through 
Reading opened. The Avon navigation from Bristol to Bath was opened in 1727; the first cargo of "Deal 
boards, Pig-Lead and Meal" reached Bath in December.  The two navigations were built to meet local needs 
independently of one another, but both under the supervision of surveyor and engineer John Hore. In 1788 
the so-called "Western Canal" was proposed to improve trade and communication links to towns such as 
Hungerford, Marborough, Wiltshire, Calne, Chippenham and Melksham. The following year the engineers  

 

 
The canal at Bathampton, near Bath 

Construction began 1794 

Date of first use 1809 

Date completed 1810 

Date restored 1960s–1990 

Maximum boat length 
70 ft 0 in 
(21.34 m) 

Maximum boat beam 13 ft 6 in (4.11 m) 

Start point 
Bristol 
(Floating 
Harbour) 

End point 
Reading 
(River Thames) 

Connects to 

Somerset coal 
canal 
Wilts and Berks 
canal 

Locks 105 

Length 87 miles (140 km) 

Maximum height above 

sea level 
450 ft (140 m) 

Status Open 

Navigation authority 
Canal and River 
Trust 
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Barns, Simcock and Weston submitted a proposed route for this canal, although there were doubts about the 
adequacy of the water supply. The name was changed from Western Canal to Kennet and Avon Canal to 
avoid confusion with the Grand Western Canal, which was being proposed at the same time.  

Construction 
 
In 1793 a further survey was conducted by John Rennie, and the route of the canal was altered to take a 
more southerly course through Great Bedwyn, Devizes, Trowbridge and Newbury. The proposed route was 
accepted by the Kennet and Avon Canal Company, chaired by Charles Dundas, and the company started to 
take subscriptions from prospective shareholders. In July 1793 Rennie suggested further alterations to the 
route, including the construction of a tunnel in the Savernake Forest.  On 17 April 1794 the Kennet and 
Avon Canal Act received the Royal Assent and construction began. The Newbury to Hungerford section 
was completed in 1798, and was extended to Great Bedwyn in 1799. The section from Bath to Foxhangers 
was finished in 1804, and the two were linked by an iron railway until the completion of Devizes Locks in 
1810. 
The canal opened in 1810 after 16 years of construction. Major structures included the Dundas and 
Avoncliffe aqueducts, the Bruce Tunnel under Savernake Forest, and the pumping stations at Claverton and 
Crofton, needed to overcome water supply problems. The final engineering task was the completion of the 
Caen Hill Locks at Devizes. 
  

Operation 

In 1801, trade along the canal commenced, even though goods had to be unloaded at Foxhangers at the 
bottom of what is now Caen Hill Locks, transported up the hill 
by a horse-drawn railway, and reloaded into barges at the top. 
When the flight of locks finally opened in 1810, allowing the 
same vessel to navigate the entire canal, the rate of carriage per 
ton from London to Bath was £2 9s 6d. This compared well with 
carriage by road, which cost £6 3s to £7 per ton, and therefore 
trade on the canal flourished. In 1812, the Kennet and Avon 
Canal Company bought the Kennet Navigation, which stretched 
from Newbury to the junction with the Thames at Kennet Mouth, 
near Reading. The purchase from Frederick Page cost £100,000, 
of which £70,000 was paid in cash with the balance paid back 
over a period of time. The purchase was authorised by the Kennet Navigation Act of June 1813, which 
enabled the company to raise the funds through the sale of 5,500 shares at £24 each. At the same time work 
was undertaken to improve the Avon Navigation, from Bristol to Bath, with the Kennet and Avon Canal 
Company purchasing a majority shareholding in the Avon Navigation in 1816.  

By 1818, seventy 60-ton barges were working on the canal, the 
majority of the tonnage being accounted for by coal and stone 
travelling via the Somerset Coal Canal. The journey from Bath to 
Newbury took an average of three and a half days. By 1832, 
300,000 tons of freight was being carried each year and, between 
1825 and 1834, the company had an annual revenue of around 
£45,000.  
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The Kennet and Avon Canal. The route of the canal, between Newbury and Bath, is in red. 
 

Decline 
 
The opening of the Great Western Railway in 1841 removed much of the canal's traffic, even though the 
canal company lowered tariffs. In 1852 the railway company took over the canal's operation, levying high 
tolls at every toll point and reducing the amount spent on maintenance. Ice-breaking was stopped before the 
winter of 1857, and traders were further encouraged by preferential tolls to 
use the railway rather than the canal. In 1861 a new order prohibited any 
traffic on the canal at night, and, in 1865, boats were forced to pass through 
locks in pairs to reduce water loss. By 1868 the annual tonnage had fallen 
from 360,610 in 1848 to 210,567. In the 1870s water abstraction from the 
canal near Fobney Lock followed the regulations introduced in the Reading 
Local Board Waterworks, Sewerage, Drainage and Improvements Act of 
1870, and contributed to the silting up of locks and stretches of the canal. 
Several wharves and stretches of towpath were closed. In 1877 the canal 
recorded a deficit of £1,920 and never subsequently made any profit.  
The Somerset Coal Canal and Wilts and Berks Canal, which each supplied 
some of the trade from the Somerset coalfield to the Kennet and Avon, closed 
in 1904 and 1906 respectively. In 1926, following a loss of £18,041 the 
previous year, the Great Western Railway sought to close the canal by 
obtaining a Ministry of Transport Order, but the move was resisted and the 
company charged with improving its maintenance of the canal. Cargo trade continued to decline, but a few 
pleasure boats started to use the canal.  

During the Second World War a large number of concrete bunkers known as pillboxes were built as part of 
the GHQ line to defend against expected German invasion, 
many of which are still visible along the banks of the canal. 
They were generally built close to road and rail bridges, 
which would have formed important crossing points for 
enemy troops and vehicles. After the war the Transport Act 
of 1947 meant that control of the canal passed to the British 
Transport Commission, but by the 1950s large sections of 
the canal had been closed because of poor lock 
maintenance following a breach in the bank west of the 
Avoncliff Aqueduct. The last through passage was made in 
1951 by The Queen. 

To be continued in the next issue. 


