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  Meetings 
The Club holds informal gatherings at 8pm on the 
first Wednesday of each month, except January, at 
the Colonel Light Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset 
Ave. Assemble at 7.30 for a pre-meeting chat. The 
only formal club meeting is the Annual General 
Meeting, held on the first Wednesday in July each 
year. 
Wednesday 6

th
 March. Josie Chantrell will 

enchant us with a report and slide show, on her 
recent 2 month, self funded, student exchange 

visit to Paris, no doubt leaving out the bits that she 
doesn’t want her Dad to know about. 
Wednesday 3

rd
 April. We have been promised a 

very interesting evening of entertainment by 
Julian McNeil talking about his vast collection of 
Veteran cars and parts, and other things. 
Wednesday 1

st
 May. Anecdotes, photos and tall 

stories from what is promising to be a terrific 
weekend rally based at Nurioopta. Any input and 
photos from participants will be more than 
welcome. 
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Wednesday 5
th

 June. We are seeking a volunteer 
presenter from our talented members, any subject 

you may choose.  Maybe brain surgery, mountain 
climbing or something just as unusual. 
Wednesday 4

th
 July. Will be our AGM. 

 Upcoming events 
Sunday 10

th
 March Old Reynella Historical Fair, route there being organised by David Chantrell. 

Start at the Colonel Light Gardens RSL at 9am for a 9.30am departure, note 
we will be going on South Road and up Tapley's Hill. We have booked a 
space for 10 veteran cars. The fair promises to be something different with 
Napoleonic enactments, canons, black powder firings, period costumes and 
of course the VCCSA!. We can leave about 3pm or so to get home. 

Friday 12
th

 to Sunday 14
th

 

April 2013 

Our annual weekend rally, to be held in and around Nuriootpa, all cabins in 
the caravan park on hold for us, just mention the Veteran Car Club of SA, be 
quick, they are filling fast.  Get your rally entries in now please.  Routes are 
for all veteran vehicles. So don’t hesitate, enter that veteran car or motor 
cycle! The more the merrier!!! Flyer and entry form attached to this Bulletin. 

Sunday 12
th

 May We are looking for someone to organise a run for this day.  Don’t be 
backward in coming forward. 

 Breakfast Run Sunday 10
th

 Feb 
About twenty early risers assembled at Veale 
Gardens at 7-30 am for the Cafe Portobello 
Kapara breakfast run, five veterans and four 
moderns, the run organised by David.Chantrell. 
Leaving South Tce, travelling in the cool of the 
morning through relatively quiet city streets, 
down around past the zoo, along Memorial Drive, 
past the Adelaide Oval redevelopment, North 
Adelaide golf course and down to Port Rd via 
Bowden. Over the Birkenhead Bridge onto 
Victoria Rd, gave us the freedom to show a little 
speed as we passed the Submarine Corporation 
and then slowed down as we entered Outer 
Harbour. 
Continuing along the Esplanade, through Largs 
Bay and Semaphore, hard left at Fort Granville, 
down to Cafe Portobello situated in the new Port 
Adelaide West redevelopment, opposite the old 
flour mill. 
With the company and the food so good, we 
stayed a little longer than planned.  Finally three 
Veterans set out for the Kapara Nursing Home at 
Glenelg, travelling along Military Rd, Adelaide 
Shores Caravan Park and Golf Club, past the 
Patawalonga, through Glenelg, along Moseley St 
arriving at Kapara car park. 
The elderly slowly emerged.  This proved to be 
the highlight of the day.  Forty two gathered some 
in wheelchairs, most smiling, many laughing. 

Many photos taken, questions answered, rides 
taken, then out came THELMA, a 103 year young 
lady with the attitude and enthusiasm that 
surprised us all. 
THELMA climbed up into David’s car for a drive, 
and on returning had a smile that made our day.  
One of the nurses commented later that one of the 
residents had a tear for the memories of the old 
days.  
Thanks David and Howard.  A visit well worth 
the effort. 

Ian Voysey 

 
Added by David Chantrell  
Thelma is 103, ‘Mabel’ is 102 and I am only 45 
years old; combine age of 250 years. When I went 
to help Thelma into the car she retorted “I may be 
old but I am not infirm!”. 
Note: Up to this point Arthur Mullins at 98 was 
the oldest passenger that I have had the privilege 
of driving. Sorry Arthur, but Thelma has now 
beaten your record! 
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  From the Chairman 
For those who couldn’t make it, the February run 
was a bit different.  Secretary David organised a 
meander around the Port Adelaide/Outer Harbour 
area, followed by a late brekky near the Jervois 
Bridge.  We met a lovely lady who would be 
known to most of you, Anna Fagan, who 
contributed so much to veteran motoring over a 
considerable period of time.  It was wonderful to 
catch up with her and her daughter Fiona again. 
After our usual yummy and chatty breakfast, three 
of our vehicles visited a retirement complex in 
Glenelg, and took some of the people for a ride in 
our cars.  It was very memorable – I am a firm 
believer that our vehicles are appreciated most by 
the elderly and school children, and we should do 
what we can to give pleasure to these groups 
when we get the chance. 
I made a brief mention last month that David was 
arranging something special for our March 
meeting.  His daughter Josie has recently returned 
from an extended stay with a French family, and 
will be giving a presentation and slide show to us.  
She is a lovely young lady, and I am keen to learn 
a little about the places she visited, and whether 
she became accustomed to eating snails and frogs 
legs.  I know she went to both Paris and the snow, 
and it is a great credit to her that she earned the 
cost of the air fare to France herself.  It should be 
a wonderful and informative evening with extra 
appeal to the ladies. 
Plans for the Barossa Rally are all but finalised, 
and entries continue to come in.  I’m sure the 
Rally Secretary would appreciate receiving those 
still to register, as soon as possible, especially as 
we leave for the Canberra National 1 and 2 
Cylinder Rally at the end of the week.  It promises 
to be once again an event not to be missed.  Well, 
assuming you’re not clumsy enough to break your 
foot the week before – I’m ok at the time of 
writing!  Look forward to seeing you there. 
 
Happy Veteran Motoring, 

Howard 

 

 From the Secretary 
This month has been rather quiet on the letter 
front; particularly compared to recent months. 
One piece worthy of mentioning is a beautiful 
letter and CD from Julie Potiger who attended our 

previous weekend rally whilst returning from their 
Morris rally.  Julie has compiled a DVD of all of 
her photos and burned them to disc for us. A copy 
has been donated to the club and is well worth a 
look. Her photographic skills are far better than 
mine I can assure you! 
On behalf of the committee I am drafting a 
response for the Bay to Birdwood committee, re 
the future of the rally.  I know that our members 
views are polarised, but I feel strongly enough to 
draft a letter. We are in possession of all of the 
information such as commercial agreements, 
marketing contracts, State Government authority 
regulation and intervention, demand from many 
other sources, but we will try to draft something 
which we hope will constructively contribute to 
this debate. 
Our weekend rally is only 6 weeks away, so if you 
are going to enter now is the time. As per normal 
we have a number of interstate entries; I for one 
am looking forward to catching up with Brian 
Hussey from Victoria.  Michele and I enjoyed his 
company immensely and for us the reason why 
we attend such rallies, and that is to meet new 
people and reacquaint with the old ones.  
Numbers for catering will help the organisers 
immensely.  
The 2014 rally destination has been released and 
after 2 years north of Adelaide we are all going 
south to McLaren Vale. 
July 4th 2013 will be our Annual General Meeting. 
Due and proper notice will be given in a later 
“Bulletin”, but now is the time to think about your 
nominations for all of the positions. 
 
Kind Regards, 

David Chantrell 

 

 Rally Secretary’s Report 
Most of you will be aware that the Barossa 
Tourist Park in Nuriootpa is giving us preferential 
bookings.  They, of course, have a business to run, 
and cannot hold empty cabins forever.  At their 
request, they will accept non-rally bookings after 
March 10th, so if you wish to come, and wish to 
stay at Rally HQ, I suggest you contact them and 
reserve your place quickly.  I have spoken to them 
today and checked their bookings with our rally 
entries, and there are at least 11 people who have 
booked accommodation but not yet sent an entry 
form.  Please do so as soon as possible. 
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Also, we have received several copies of a DVD 
prepared by Julie Prodger, who came to last year’s 
rally with her husband Terry in their bull-nosed 
Morris Cowley, after attending the Morris Rally 
in Port Pirie the week before our rally.  As they 
had driven from Lismore in NSW, they were 
excited to be able to attend our event. 
These DVD’s will be available for any members 
to borrow and watch. She said in her 
accompanying letter, that the photos on the DVD 
are at random, and she hopes no one is offended 
or thinks she left their car out.  She was just 

choosing the quality of the shot and the shape of 
the space she was trying to fill when deciding 
what to put in.  As Howard and I missed the rally, 
we were delighted to watch her splendid 
photography.  She has also provided a disc of all 
the photographs she took, which can be used if 
anyone wants to print out photos of their vehicle 
etc.  She also points out that she is self-taught, so 
they are very amateur but hopefully they will 
bring back some good memories. 
Thank you so much, Julie. 

Dianne 

 Wanted 
I have a friend who is looking for the following: 
One rim for a 1928 Cadillac sedan with wooden 
wheels 20 inch. 
Can you help??? or do you know of anyone that 
can??? 
kubicakarl@virginbroadband.com.au 
tel.   02 46475703 
mob. 0402735120 

 Wanted 
Wire wheel for a 1924 Maxwell car. The wheel 
takes a 500-23 tyre. 
Rob kartangapark@bigpond.com or 0417885154 

 Wanted  
1922 Harley Davidson motor complete magneto 
or generator model or a year close to 1922. 
1922 rear mud guard to suit, one from any model. 
48cm belt rim to suit a 1923 Elliott motorcycle 
148cc. 
For Sale 1 Waymaster 810 x 90 tyre/tube $400 
special 
Brian Forth  
Phone 08 82514213 

Mobile 0409 514 213 

  For sale 
Lucas GA4 maggie, 
shed clearing continues. 
Overhauled years ago 
as spare for Bullnose 
Morris, never used.  
Can be yours for $400, 
the price of an overhaul.  
Terry Parker 08 83313445 

 For sale 
New 6V electric fuel pump. Goss pump bought 
last October & still in box. Cost $145. Will sell 
for $95. 
Rob kartangapark@bigpond.com or 0417885154. 

 For sale 
DIVORCE- may be the outcome if you keep 
reading. Vintage Bentley 3 litre or Vauxhall 30-98 
available.  Recent engine rebuild on the Bentley, 
ground up restoration of the Vauxhall. Both are 
first class examples and one must go, so you have 
a choice. Either way, you will be converting dull, 
uninteresting cash into one of the prize vintage 
cars. See Terry Parker about the cars, Peter Allen 
about the 
divorce. 

  For sale 
Veteran 1915 T 
Ford. Aged 
loving owner 
drove this 
veteran for the 
last time five years ago. He realized this could be 
the last time he would be able to drive, so raised 
the car on blocks and covered.  Under five years 
of covered dust stands a restored 1915 T 
buckboard, all brassware, blue body, dark guards, 
red wheels and great quality upholstery. 
Engine no. C57648 . 
Interested?- 
Contact Ian Voysey 0432454942 
email coxseyim@gmail.com  
Located in Mitcham area (Adelaide). 
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 The Carden story 

The effect of the aristocracy on the development of light car, motors and military vehicles 
Sir John Valentine Carden, 6th Baronet of Templemore (Tipperary Ireland), born just over 120 years ago on 
6 February 1892, was throughout life a devotee of the ultra-light aircraft as well as cars and military fighting 
vehicles.  
His first cyclecars were built in 1912 in workshops in Farnham, Surrey. The first car offered for sale 
debuted at Brooklands that April, a wood-bodied, single-seat model powered by a J.A.P. 490 cc single-
cylinder engine mounted behind the driver at the extreme rear end of the vehicle. The single seat was 
hammock style and the highest point of the car was only inches above the 26 inch motorcycle wheels. It 
lapped the track at more than 46 mph, hardly hindered by its single-speed gearing and cable and bobbin 
steering. The engine drove the rear axle by chain at a 4:1 ratio  and the driver push started the vehicle and 
then leapt in. 
By April 1913 production models were being offered in which the body was a wooden coffin shape made of 
½ inch pine with a weather resistant top covering. At the rear ¼ elliptic springs were suspended from the 
wooden body structure. (Does this make it a monocoque structure like the Lagonda in our club - but in 
wood?) This new model had the luxury of a multi disc Albion clutch incorporated in the chain drive to the 
rear axle.  The front axle was centrally pivoting with a vertical spring sliding inside a tube strut hanging 
down from the extreme front of the wooden body structure. Steering was still by cable and bobbin or rather 
“double flexible cables, with ends adjustable for length”, which ran from the ends of the axle to a wooden 
drum under the steering wheel. Fitting a steering box may have been considered but given the space taken 
up under the slim tapered bonnet for feet and pedals there probably was not room given the wheelbase of 78 
inches and the track of 32 inches. Brakes were two standard vee blocks pushed into a vee pulley mounted on 
the back axle alongside the chain drive sprocket. 
In 1914 Carden produced 3 models the A, B and C  powered by the single 480cc JAP, the 654cc twin JAP 
and the 496cc JAP twin respectively. In May 1914 Carden and his new co-Director Holzapfel took several 

750cc records at Brooklands including 61.12 mph for the kilometre, 
59.91 mph for the mile and 55.75 mph for ten miles. With such 
sporting performance demand grew and Carden Engineering Co., Ltd. 
was formed in 1914 and took over larger premises in Teddington, 
Middlesex. Like many UK companies, production ceased due to war 
and John Carden served his country and attained the rank of Captain in 
the Army Services Corp.  During this time he gained experience with 
American Holt (later Caterpillar) tractors. 

 1921 Carden 

In 1916 Carden sold his cyclecar brand to Ward & Avery, Ltd., who took 
over the Teddington factory. After World War I, both Carden and Ward and 
Avery made similar cyclecars until Carden was reminded that he had sold 
the entitlement to build such vehicles and then the car’s name was changed 
to A.V., and a further several hundred were built by Ward and Avery 
through until the mid 1920s. Carden, meanwhile, had designed another 
cyclecar the design for which he then sold to Edward Tamplin, who took up 
manufacture under his own name. At this time a common feature of 
Carden’s designs was the fibreboard body however it is unknown whether 
this by charitable definition was Masonite or whether it was simply cardboard.  1920 AV Monocar 
AV’s given their minimal weight and the ability to carry a medium size JAP V twin engine mounted close 
behind the driver were actually sporting high performance vehicles. Harry Butler the South Australian 
aviator of Red Devil fame regularly drove one whilst in England as a member of the Royal Flying Corps as 
is shown by photos in the Yorketown Museum.  
Then, at new premises at Ascot, Carden brought out yet another design, a side-by-side two-seater with a 
rear-mounted horizontal 7/8 hp two-stroke engine, (707 cc) in unit with two-speed transaxle. This was 
mounted in unit with a two-speed gearbox and rear transaxle. The suspension used what were described as 
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“helical springs,” mildly tapered coils which in front were used in a sliding pillar independent design 
reminiscent of Morgan and Lancia. While it would appear that Australia missed out on seeing many if any 
of these vehicles, notable owners included King Alfonso XIII. (After all when one has had the sporting 
Hispano Suiza named after one, one must appreciate high performance vehicles!) This latest Carden sold for 
about £100, which had risen to £134 in 1921. 
In 1922 Carden sold this company to new owners Arnott and Harrison who relaunched the two stroke 
Carden as the New Carden in 1923 for 100 guineas and weighing 6 
cwt (just over 300kg). At the Olympia show in 1924 the name 
reverted to Carden. In 1925 the twin cylinder with two speed 
gearbox finally gained a reverse gear along with Michelin disc 
wheels and in the final year of production two models were listed the 
“Sports” at 90 pounds and the “Family” at 125 pounds. From a 1924 
model recently for sale on the UK  Car and Classic website one can 
understand how such vehicles may not have been competitively 
priced, given that a Model T Ford cost 25% less. 
The opportunity for cyclecars having largely disappeared Carden was then “called to greatness” in other 
areas. Teaming up with Vivian Loyd, a car designer, they in 1925 designed the Carden Loyd One man 
Tankette, which was quickly developed from Mark 1 to Mark 3 and later the two man Tankette. In contrast 
with the cyclecars where it is estimated 1000 vehicles were built to Cardens designs, very few Tankette’s 
were actually made at first but the design was said to show promise and numerous prototypes were powered 
by Model T Ford engines where the planetary transmission was possibly an asset in driving a tracked 
vehicle. 
Carden again sold out when Vickers purchased the Carden Loyd concern and designs in 1928 but continued 

to be employed by Vickers as the technical director. Carden and 
Loyd continued developing their tankette model, eventually 
creating their best-known design, the Mark VI. It became the 
first successful design for that vehicle type in the world, and a 
classic one, several hundred being produced and exported to 16 
countries. Many foreign tankette models developed later were 
said to be inspired by the Mark VI. 

 Cutaway profile Carden Loyd Mk VI 

Carden and Loyd also designed light tanks, such as the well-known Vickers-Armstrongs Commercial Light 
Tanks series (used, for example, in Belgium) and the British Army's Light Tanks, including Light Tank Mk 
VI (one of Carden's last designs). The pair also developed the world's first amphibious tank, the Vickers-
Carden-Loyd Amphibian Tank, and played a role in the development of the Vickers E tank model. 
Aside from tanks, Carden and Loyd also developed several light artillery tractors and carriers, including the 
VA D50 model, which was a prototype of the Vickers Armstrong Bren Gun Carrier which was much used 
in World War II and well known to Australian soldiers in many theatres of war. It is not surprising given 
Carden’s past, that the Bren Gun carriers were powered by the 
readily available 85hp Ford V8 engine and many were used for 
clearing areas for Australian farming land after WWII. With 
some 113,000 built in the United Kingdom and abroad, including 
Australia, it was the most produced armoured fighting vehicle in 
history and was made from the 1930s until 1960, arguably being 
a production vehicle that had a longer production run than the 
Volkswagen or the Model T Ford. 
In 1932 his father died and he inherited a baronetcy.  Italian Carden Loyd tankette Mk II 

In 1935 whilst respected as an authority on tank design who was interested in gliding, he outlined to Leslie 
Baynes his requirements for a self-launching sailplane or glider. Baynes had designed the Scud III sailplane, 
built by Abbott-Baynes Sailplanes, which when fitted with an engine was called the Carden-Baynes 
Auxiliary. That glider carried a retractable 249 cc Villiers motorcycle engine mounted in the top of the 
fuselage. The engine drove a pusher-propeller and produced 9 bhp, and the capacity of the fuel tank was 
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enough to run the engine for thirty minutes. The 249 cc Auxiliary was believed to be the lowest-powered 
aircraft in the history of powered flight. 
Carden's interest in flying also led him to build an ultralight plane based on the French "Flying Flea", made 
famous by the frenchman Henri Mignet using a modified Ford engine uprated from 10 bhp to 31 bhp. The 
success of the Flying Flea family of homebuilt aircraft arose from an English translation of Mignet's book, 
The Flying Flea (1935), showing readers how to build their own aircraft at home. While the design of the 
“Flying Flea was under a cloud because of dubious handling factors which meant that several crashed, 
killing their unfortunate would be pilots, this did not discourage Carden. 
In 1935, Carden started Carden Aero Engines Ltd., an aircraft engine manufacturer. One of their products 
was a converted Ford 10 motor.  A partnership with L.E. Baynes led to the founding of Carden Baynes 
Aircraft Ltd., which produced gliders of Baynes' design also fitted with auxiliary engines. In 1938 that 
company produced the Carden Baynes Bee a twin engined plane two pusher propellers driven by 
supercharged Ford 10 engines each producing 40hp. 
John Carden was killed in an air crash near Tatsfield, Surrey on 10 December 1935, while flying on a 
Sabena airliner however his diverse range of vehicles are still commemorated in diverse places ranging from 
military Museums to the annual Festival of Slowth held in the UK.  
 
 

 Spider or Spyder 
When it comes to automobile body styles, there are often quite considerable differences of opinion, both 
about the appropriate description as well as the spelling. 
Many current and past body shape descriptions go back to the time of the coach and horse and would have 
been familiar terms to our forebears. Landaulet or Landaulette is such a term (a type of limousine but with a 
retractable roof, used nowadays almost exclusively for visitors of state such as a royal visit). It was 
originally a type of horse drawn carriage. Some rarely used terms can be confusing and lead to mistaken use 
or misspelling. The relative unfamiliarity of such terms does give today’s car manufacturers, or rather their 
marketing departments, a welcome tool to create fancy descriptions for the cars they wish to sell which, at 
times, are misleading or just simply wrong.  
To take just one example, nothing was more surprising than the chosen name 
for VW’s flagship car when it was launched as the ‘Phaeton’. The car is 
nothing like a phaeton but simply a spacious four-door saloon or, if a more 
elegant description is preferred, a limousine. A phaeton however, was 
originally an open two or three seater, which was fitted with a folding hood 
over the driver and front seat passenger as the illustration shows (right).  
The first phaetons were configured with a rear mounted engine but some time 
after the year 1905, the engine came to be mounted up front.  
The reasoning behind VW’s marketing department to name their car ‘Phaeton’ is, to say the least, obscure, 
when it would have seemed obvious at the time to have a look in the history files of their subsidiary Audi 
and call their flagship masterpiece ‘Horch’. Even today, few people would have been unfamiliar with this 
once famous Auto Union luxury brand, the more so as the ‘Phaeton’ is targeted unquestionably at the upper 
echelons of society. Rare pre-WWII examples of Horch’s luxury liners are priced – when they do come up 
for sale at the more prestigious auction houses on rare occasions – well beyond the means of even well to do 
car enthusiasts. The prestige such heritage confers would have done the pseudo-Phaeton no harm at all.  
All this just confirms that the marketing departments of the big car makers – and VW is by no means alone 
in this – are fairly untouched by their own automobile history while the aim is to present not an automobile 
but a life-style product instead to a market which is possibly not as ignorant as is assumed by them.  
Another annoying error is a specific misspelling. Some of our most loved toys are a category of vehicles 
generally referred to as Spider. One of the few companies to have been consistently correct in the spelling of 
the word is FIAT. The Spiders originating from this Turin car maker have always carried that description.  
The oldest culprit of the wrongly spelled Spyder is the Porsche company or, as some legend has it, their US 
importer Max Hoffmann who may have insisted on this spelling. Incidentally, it was a 1955 Porsche 
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550/1500 RS Spyder in which legendary Hollywood actor James Dean found his tragic end. He is seen 
behind the wheel in the photo below, clearly showing the spelling error.  

Another company which used the incorrect spelling at times is Alfa 
Romeo. The confusion in the offices at Arese was such that at one 
time the car in question would bear the inscription ‘Spyder’ on the 
car whereas the handbook would refer to it as ‘Spider’! Maserati too 
is in the Porsche camp and has insisted in using the wrong spelling 
throughout. 
To come to the bottom of this, we have to delve into automotive 
history once more. The term Spider can be traced back to early 
French and Italian automobiles sporting a small auxiliary seat at the 
rear, the Spider-Seat, so called because the elaborately formed seat 

supports were shaped not unlike the legs of a spider.  
Later, the term was used for European as well as American sports cars which were fitted with an auxiliary 
seat at the rear. In the 1930s the term Spider was used to describe small two seater sports cars, primarily in 
France and Italy while the same type of car was called a roadster in the UK and USA. Spiders are nowadays 
invariably small sporty two-seaters with a folding top and may or may not be fitted with an auxiliary seat at 
the rear. Both in France and Italy, the description Spider is commonly used with its correct English spelling.  
Interestingly, it is not the structure under the folding top with its metal legs which has given this category of 
car its name, even if this does not seem unreasonable, but instead the description derives from the spider 
seat used in the very early days of motoring.  
For those of you, who would like to study automobile body shapes 
in greater detail, there is an excellent book which is an illustrated 
dictionary explaining the finer points with great clarity, enhanced 
by a series of excellent drawings to remove any doubt as to which 
body shape is discussed. This short review is based in part on this 
book and the two illustrations by Bertil Nyden have been 
reproduced to underline the points made. The book is possibly the 
ultimate arbiter regarding often misunderstood or misinterpreted 
terms of car body design. It should be present on the desk of any marketing man worth his salt in the 
automobile industry. 

Michael Wapler 

 

 Time for a laugh 

The Fairy - Author Unknown 
 
A couple had been married for 25 years and had also just celebrated their 60th birthdays. 
 
During the celebration a fairy appeared and said that because they had been such a loving couple all those 
years, she would give them one wish each. 
 
The wife wanted to travel around the world. 
The fairy waved her wand and poof... 
She had the tickets in her hand. 
 
Next, it was the husband's turn. He paused for a moment, then said, "Well, I'd like to 
have a woman 30 years younger than me." 
 
The fairy picked up her wand and poof... 
 
He was 90...  
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The Kennet and Avon Canal 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Continued from last issue 

Closure avoided 
A group supporting the restoration of the canal had been set up in the early 1950s independently of the 
Inland Waterways Association, with which it was subsequently merged. In 1955 John Gould, a trader on the 
eastern section of the waterway, successfully petitioned against the commission's failure to maintain the 
waterway and obtained damages for loss of business. In March 1956 a clause in the British Transport 
Commission (#2) Act was presented to parliament that would have removed the right of navigation between 
Reading and Bath. The Act was opposed by Gould and by the local authorities along the canal. They were 
supported by a 22,000-signature petition to the Queen, brought to London from Bristol by water, although 
parts of the canal had to be traversed by canoe. This campaign led to an inquiry by a Parliamentary Select 
Committee. The committee supported the suspension of the right of navigation, and the Bill passed through 
the House of Commons but was amended by the House of Lords to include a clause to enforce "no further 
deterioration". In July 1958, the Bowes Committee published their Inquiry into Inland Waterways, which 
specifically mentioned the Kennet and Avon finding "no justification for restoring the section from Reading 
to Bath". 
A government white paper followed the Bowes Report in February 1959, recommending that an Inland 
Waterways Redevelopment Advisory Committee should assist schemes to regenerate canals that were no 
longer able to collect enough fees from tolls to pay for their upkeep. Further reports followed, and in 1962 
the Advisory Committee reported that the canal should be redeveloped, and allocated £20,000 for 
maintenance and £20,000 to begin restoration. The Kennet and Avon Canal Trust was formed in 1962 to 
restore the canal from Reading to Bristol as a through navigation and as a public amenity. It was originally a 
voluntary group which had previously been known as the Kennet and Avon Canal Association. The Trust 
gained charitable status in April and was incorporated under the Companies Act on 6 June 1962. In 1963 the 
newly formed British Waterways, which was created by the Transport Act of the previous year, and 
replaced the British Transport Commission as the statuary body for inland waterways, took over the canal 
and, in partnership with the Trust and riparian local authorities, restoration work began.  

Restoration 
Restoration work involved a collaboration between staff from British Waterways and volunteer labour. In 
1966 Sulhamstead Lock was rebuilt and the re-puddling of the dry section at Limpley Stoke was begun. In 
1968, restoration work was undertaken on the Bath Locks and Burghfield Lock. In Reading at Bridge Street 
the navigable headroom had been reduced from 8 feet 6 inches (2.59 m) to 4 feet 6 inches (1.37 m) by 
strengthening girders added to the underside of the bridge. This was replaced with a new bridge enabling 
craft to pass more easily. The canal was reopened from the Thames to Hungerford Wharf in July 1974. Re-
puddling was a long process therefore experiments with the use of heavy gauge polythene to line the canal 
were undertaken.  The Avoncliff Aqueduct was lined with a concrete "cradle" and made water-tight in 1980. 
Further works continued through the 1980s. The County Council in Berkshire, supported by local councils, 
estimated that £1,275,000 was needed for works at the eastern end of the canal and commenced work on 
replacing some of the bridges. In Wiltshire concerns over the limited water supply to the summit, at the 
highest point of the canal, indicated that back-pumping would be 
required, which increased the estimated cost for the county to 
£761,560. The Wilton Water reservoir was estimated to produce less 
than 750,000 imperial gallons (3,400,000 lt) per day, and the Seend 
feeder only 250,000 imperial gallons (1,100,000 lt).  Wessex Water 
Authority agreed to the extraction of 1,000,000 imperial gallons 
(4,500,000 lt) per day from the Avon at Claverton to be pumped 
east; the costs of the pumps was £175,000.  Various fund-raising 
schemes, along with some financial support from local authorities, 
allowed small-scale work on the locks to continue, but the projected 
timescales for completion were missed.   Dundas Aqueduct near Limpley Stoke 
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In 1983 the Manpower Services Commission, which had a remit to co-ordinate employment and training 
services in the United Kingdom, agreed to employ 50 men on work that included restoration of Aldermaston 
Lock, its adjacent wharf, and Widmead Lock. The restoration of the Dundas Aqueduct and several smaller 
schemes were later added to the list. Maintenance agreements were signed with local authorities along the 
route, while fund-raising activities continued. The National Association for the Care and Rehabilitation of 
Offenders sponsored a workshop, which opened in Shrivenham in 1987, to create new lock gates for the 
Crofton and Devizes flights. In 1988 the restoration of Woolhampton Lock was completed, but obstructions 
remained on either side. Frounds swing bridge could not be opened and the restoration of Midgham Lock 
had not been finished; both were completed the following year. Re-puddling of the Crofton pounds was 
carried out in 1989, along with the reconstruction of Midgham Bridge. Restoration of the turf-sided Monkey 
Marsh Lock proved difficult because of its status as a Scheduled Ancient Monument, and the consequent 
need to protect the historic site while improving safety.  
The stretch between Reading and Newbury was finally completed on 17 July 1990; at a ceremony held at 
Monkey Marsh Lock several boats competed for the honour of becoming the first craft through. But 
concerns about the adequacy of the water supply still remained when Queen Elizabeth II formally reopened 
the canal on 8 August 1990. The Queen was able to travel on the Trust's boat Rose of Hungerford through 
locks 44 and 43 on the Caen Hill flight, breaking a ceremonial tape between them. The shortage of water 

was addressed in 1996 by the installation of new back 
pumps at the flight of 29 locks at Caen Hill in Devizes, at 
a cost of £1 million. The pumps raise water 235 feet 
(72 m) at a rate of 300,000 imperial gallons (1,400,000 l; 
360,000 US gal) per hour (380 litres per second). In 
October 1996, the Kennet & Avon Canal Partnership 
attracted the largest single National Lottery grant 
awarded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, £25 million 
towards a £29 million project, to complete the restoration 
and to make it operational, sustainable and accessible for 
the enjoyment of future generations. The work funded 
included complete rebuilding of Foxhangers Lock and 
bridge at Caen Hill, replacement of lock gates at Seend    

These 16 locks at Caen Hill form part of the Devises flight of 29 locks  
and Crofton, channel lining at Claverton, embankment repairs at Martinslade, improvements at Claverton 
pumping station and dredging at various sites. The restoration's completion was celebrated in May 2003 by 
a visit from HRH Prince Charles, but upgrading and maintenance continues. Between 2002 and 2004 the 
Dundas Aqueduct, which had been relined with polythene and concrete in 1984 without disturbing a colony 
of bats living under the aqueduct, was further restored by the replacement of engineering bricks used by the 
Great Western Railway with Bath Stone to match the original work.  
In 2011 the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs designated the canal a national 
"cruiseway" as defined by the Transport Act 1968. The listing imposes a legal requirement on British 
Waterways to maintain the canal to a standard that ensures cruising craft can safely navigate the entire 
length of the waterway. In November 2011 the navigation between Bath and Bristol was closed because of 
safety concerns about Victoria Bridge, but traffic now continues as 
does remedial work to the bridge. 

Bristol to Bath 
The River Avon was navigable from Bristol to Bath during the 
early years of the 13th century, until the construction of mills on 
the river forced its closure. The modern Avon is navigable from its 
mouth at Avonmouth, through the Floating Harbour in Bristol, as 
far as Pultney Weir in the centre of Bath. The stretch is made 
navigable by the use of locks and weirs at Hanham, Keynsham, 
Swineford, Saltford, Kelston and Weston, which together 
overcome a rise of 30 feet (9.1 m) within 12 miles (19 km).  Pulteney Weir, the limit of navigation on the River Avon 
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Lock number one on the Kennet and Avon Canal is Hanham Lock, first opened as part of the Avon 
Navigation in 1727. It is the first lock east of Netham, the upstream limit of the Floating Harbour, beyond 
the suburbs of the city of Bristol. A colliery wharf was sited just west of the lock, but the nearby coal mines 
closed in the 19th century. The river below Hanham Lock is considered to be tidal, as high tides often pass 
over the weir at Netham. Some spring tides pass over the weir at Hanham, making the river tidal up to 
Keynsham Lock. Heading east, the river passes the Somerdale Factory, on its southern bank, which was a 
chocolate production factory for adbury plc – originally built by the Fry Family in the 1920s and '30s. On 
the northern bank is Cleeve Wood, the primary scientific importance of which lies in its particularly large 
population of Bath Asparagus (Ornithogalum Pyrenaicum).  A public house has been built on the island 
between Keynsham Lock and the weir. The weir side of the island is also the mouth of the River Chew. The 
river then passes through Avon Valley Country Park and past Stidham Farm, another SSSI that contains 
Pleistocene terrace-gravels of the river. A depth of at least 7 feet of sandy gravels are recorded, consisting 
mainly of limestone clasts, but also with Millstone Grit, Pennant Sandstone, flint, and chert clasts. The river 
passes under the old railway line that now forms the Avon Valley Railway, a three-mile-long heritage 
railway, before reaching Swineford Lock. Here, between 1709 and 1859, there was an active brass and 
copper industry served by the river, which also provided water power for the cloth industry. The remains of 
Kelston Brass Mill, which was working until 1925, are next to Saltford Lock. The lock was opened in 1727 
but destroyed by rival coal dealers in 1738, to prevent the river being used for transportation.  
The Bristol & Bath Railway Path crosses the navigation several times before reaching the suburb of 
Newbridge on the outskirts of Bath. Here the A4 crosses close to the Newton St Loe SSSI, which is 
designated an SSSI because it represents the only remaining known exposure of fossiliferous Pleistocene 
gravels containing the remains of mammoths (Mammuthus) and horses (Equus) along the river, and has 
aided the development of a scientific understanding of the history of early glaciation in South West 
England. The final lock before entering Bath is Weston Lock, opened in 1727. Its construction created an 
island between the cut and the river weir, which became known as Dutch Island after the owner of the brass 
mill established on the riverside in the early 18th century.  

Bath to Devizes 
The restored Bath Bottom Lock marks the divergence of the River Avon and the canal. It is situated south of 
Pulteney Bridge. Just upstream of the Bottom Lock are a side pound and a pumping station that pumps 
water "upstream" of the locks, to replace that used each time a boat 
passes through.  The next of the six Bath Locks is Bath Deep Lock, 
numbered 8/9 as two locks were combined when the canal was 
restored in 1976.  The new chamber has a depth of 19’ 5” (5.92m), 
making it the UK's second-deepest canal lock. Just above the Deep 
Lock is another side pound as a reservoir for refilling the lock, 
followed by Wash House Lock.  After a slightly longer pound is 
Abbey View Lock, beside which there is another pumping station and 
then, in quick succession, Pultney Lock and Bath Top Lock.  
 
 Entrance to the canal from the River Avon in Bath 

Above the Top Lock the canal passes through Sydney Gardens via 
two short tunnels and under two cast iron footbridges dating from 
1800. Cleveland Tunnel is 173 feet (53m) long and runs under 
Cleveland House, the former headquarters of the Kennet and Avon 
Canal Company and now a Grade II* listed building.  A trap-door in 
the tunnel roof was used to pass paperwork between clerks above 
and bargees below. Many of the bridges over the canal are listed 
buildings. 
 

 
 Cleveland House in Sydney Gardens, Bath 

to be continued 
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 Historic registration 
When you renew your log books this financial year, you will be required to supply a Statutory Declaration. 
The above form may be used, or can be downloaded from the Federation Website via the following link. 
http://www.fhmcsa.org.au/Assets/Statutory%20Declaration%20Historic%20Registration.pdf  


