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 Club Annual Dinner 

            
 

A Fun Birthday Evening Dinner. 
The prawns were delicious and the Coffin Bay oysters were amazing. 
The steak was excellent and the salmon was fantastic. 
Our 7th Birthday on Saturday 13th July at the Earl of Leicester Hotel was a great success. 
It was good to see the attendance of our new young members, Ilona Flockhart and Nick McNeil, 
representing the new generation of Veteran vehicle enthusiasts. Our other latest member Jeff Parish was also 
there with his wife Halina. 
Bill and Kath Austin celebrated their sixtieth wedding anniversary on the evening with their long time 
friends present. Our near country members Michael and Shirley Sheehan and David and Minetta Laubsch 
were also in attendance. 
The number of single persons attending on the evening shows that they know they will be among like 
minded friends on an evening out with club members. 
Chairman Phil spoke of the short, but proud, history of the Club, and a toast to its continuing success was 
met with gusto. 
Good fellowship was had by all, and those present wished this celebration to continue to happen annually. 
 

Phil Keane 
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  Meetings 
The Club holds informal gatherings at 8pm on the 
first Wednesday of each month, except January, at 
the Colonel Light Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset 
Ave. Assemble at 7.30 for a pre-meeting chat. The 
only formal club meeting is the Annual General 
Meeting, held on the first Wednesday in July each 
year. 
Wednesday 4

th
 September. Phil Keane will show 

us some pictures, and perhaps tell us about his 
visit to the Louwmann Museum in The Hague. 

 
Wednesday 2

nd
 October. Nick McNeil will be 

enthralling us with tales of the Ruston Hornsby. 
Wednesday 6

th
 November. Hamish McDonald 

and Julian McNeil will report on the National 
Rally at Shepparton.  Perhaps we will have some 
interesting photos. 
Wednesday 4

th
 December. Is our pre Christmas 

informal Noggin and Natter.  Please bring a plate 
of something to share. 

 

 Upcoming events 
Sunday 8

th
 September An ‘Around the houses’ run.  Meet at Unley shopping centre car park, 9am 

for a 9.30am start.  Firstly we will visit Mark Hood’s interesting workshop, 
Mark restores, rebuilds and modifies all kinds of motorcycle engines. Then on 
to Julian’s house, to have a sticky beak in his shed.  Hot water, tea, coffee and 
bickies will be available when we get to Julian’s.  BYO lunch, drinks, chairs 
etc. for a picnic in Heywood Park afterwards. 
 

Sunday 6
th

 October 

Cancelled 

The inaugural Creepy Crawly Run.  This event has been cancelled. 
 

Sunday 20
th

 October There will be a run to an Open Day at Urrbrae House.  We will meet at Caffe 
Buorgiorno, Belair Rd, Hawthorn, at 9.30am for brunch before going on to 
Urrbrae, arriving at about 11am.  More information next month. 
 

Sunday 10
th

 November Norton Summit Hill Climb.  Meet at the Tower Hotel, Magill 10am for a 
10.30am departure.  After the hill climb we will have a short run returning 
back down to the plains for a BYO picnic lunch at The Gums reserve 
Tranmere. 

 

 From the Chairman 
Now that the wild and woolly cold weather has gone, it’s time to dust off our veteran vehicles, check all the 
juices and polish the brass!  The Siddeley’s brass will get a light rub in special places only. I prefer its 
natural patina, and I also don’t like spending eight hours polishing the lot! 
This Sunday’s run will be a visit to Mark and Regis Hood’s home where Mark has a comprehensive 
workshop and great collection of books centred around motor vehicle engines.  Mark specialises in the 
restoration of motor cycle engines and also has requests to provide more horsepower for clients with more 
modern power units.  He specialises in Harley Davidson engines in particular, and has also restored Indian 
engines for certain clients.  Mark has a local, interstate and international reputation for his abilities. 
After we leave Mark’s workshop, we will be going to Julian’s garage for morning tea.  We will get the 
opportunity to observe some of Julian’s veteran vehicles and the fine stable he has for storage of them. 
Then we are off to Heywood Park, Unley for a BYO lunch. 
Separate thanks go to Tim Rettig for organising the film evening last month.  A lot of action mystery and 
intrigue!  It was comforting to hear from my daughter, who had seen the film separately since our viewing, 
“what was the point”?  Apparently she missed the subtle reasons explained by the “hero” at the end of the 
film. 
A great evening with film and fellowship! 
Thanks also to Tony Beaven for organising our participation in the Barossa Valley Fathers Day on Sunday. 
Until then, happy veteran motoring. 

Phil 
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 From the Secretary 
Membership Renewals: All but a few renewals have been processed and completed by our out-going 
Membership Secretary - Di Barber.  It is a mammoth task following through with this work and it is good to 
see that our membership numbers continue to remain above 100 – that’s 100 people who are solely 
interested in the preservation and enjoyment of (pre 1919) motor vehicles!   
I am required to draw to your attention that if your membership fees for the 2013 year have not been paid, 
and you have a vehicle registered through the VCCSA, the historic/conditional registration for your veteran 
car is now invalid.   We are required to forward the details of member(s) and their vehicles registered 
through the VCCSA to the DPTI.  Should you have any enquires regarding this process, please feel free to 
discuss them with our Federation Representative and Club Vehicle Registration Manager – Peter Allen. 
Many thanks to Di Barber for all the work she has carried out managing our club memberships.   
‘Down Under’ London to Brighton Run 2013: Time is ticking by as we progress towards the closing date for 
this year’s ‘Down Under’ London to Brighton event.  Please remember that entries are required to reach 
Nevin Skurray by the end of the month (30/9).  For ease, I have attached the entry form to this month’s 
Bulletin. 
If you can recall last years ‘DUL2BR,’ it commemorated 25 years since the founding of the event and was a 
terrific celebration of veteran motoring in SA.  If you would a like souvenir of the 2012 Run, a DVD 
produced by the Adelaide Filmo Club can be purchased through the club for $15 each.   There are only a 
few for sale initially, but more can be supplied if required.  I will have these DVD’s for sale at the 
September Gathering and would appreciate correct cash ($15). 
Creepy Crawly Run: For a number of reasons, such as it being the long weekend and National Veteran 
Motorcycle Rally, the numbers for the proposed Creepy Crawly Run have not risen above the 8 people who 
submitted their registrations by the closing date (2nd August). 
The Committee is still determined to provide an opportunity for all types of veteran cars, especially the 1 
and 2 cylinders.  As such, the Creeply Crawly Run has been moved to later in the year – 8th December.  It 
will involve the option of a run down to Willunga via the usual ‘Clarendon’ route, starting at Coles in 
Blackwood, if you don’t want to trailer your vehicle to the start in Willunga.  Given the possibility of 
warmer weather, the run around the Willunga Basin will take only half a day.  There will be 2 clear routes: 
one for the 1 and 2’s and another for the larger veterans.  We look forward to your participation in this run. 
Please note: the Planned Creeply Crawly Run for Sunday 6th October has been postponed. 
Tow-Truck Licence required when using a car trailer with a winch?  Do you ever read the Federation of 
Historic Motoring Meeting Minutes?  I saw the following in the February minutes and thought you might 
like to consider the following or keep in mind for future reference.  
FHMCSA Inc (Feb 2013).  Trailers with Winches: People operating trailers with winches may need a tow 
truck licence. 
Post meeting: This is correct and in most cases these would be registered as commercial vehicles under the 
tow truck scheme. For privately (includes hire) registered car-trailer combinations, an exemption has been 
granted to allow use without the requirement for a licence. The addendum is that the combination is not to 
be used for hire or reward, i.e. collecting dumped vehicles and selling them to scrap metal dealers etc.  
To be specifically clear, 
i) If you are picking up a wreck for spares/repair/restoration. 
ii) Simply transporting your vehicle from A to B. 
You Do Not Need A Tow Truck Operators Licence.  For any other application you should seek advice from 
DPTI.   
On occasions like this, it is clear that being a member of a larger Lobby group – like the Federation of 
Historic Motoring – can be a positive investment in ensuring our ‘shared’ interests are preserved. 

Hamish 
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 Hotchkiss Horrors 
While tootling around the neighbourhood with the neighbour’s kids on board the usually troublefree 
Hotchkiss clutch decided to resist all efforts to disengage same.  Both hands on the gear lever did the trick, 
but not without some anxiety as the corner approached. 
So confident were the makers about their clutch that no adjustable bits 
were incorporated into the system, the pedal shaft carrying a fork 
which acts directly on the withdrawal yoke. Further, a neatness in 
design meant a cover behind the usual moving cone, so that nothing is 
visible without disembowelling the whole shooting match. 
All bits on the floor revealed that the leather had worn to about 3mm 
in thickness, and the cone had disappeared into the flywheel to the 
point where its face was perilously close to the face of the flywheel, 
which then renders the cone irrelevant.  Further, the lining had left the 
end 2 rivets, and being so flimsy, was able to double over, hence no 
release. 
Off to find leather, and Hornes on Mullers Road could oblige.  3mm and 6mm were available, and as the 
cone with the old lining had got lost in the flywheel, 6 was the only option.  Problem was that I had to take 
half a cow’s worth.   
At this point I should explain that while with others that I have attacked by fitting Ferodo lining, it was not 
an option here.  Most cone clutches have some system of primary contact to mitigate the classic snatch, and 
in this case a series of leaf springs are located one under each second rivet around the nose of the cone.  The 
pressed metal member is nicely relieved to accept each leaf so that when compressed, the cone is smooth on 
the outer face. 

On went the new leather, and back together.  The thicker leather made 
it impossible with the two hands which come as standard equipment to 
start the threaded spring container.  If only Darwin had left us with the 
prehensile tail!  A hinged lever was made to force the spring closed 
enough to start the thread, then all accoutrements were replaced.  No 
disengagement was possible, the cone when withdrawn was bearing on 
the cover, ensuring that drive and driven members were acting as one. 
Apart it all came, and clearly something between 3 and 6mm was now 
needed.  Phone enquiries  revealed nothing, and Phil Evans offered his 
large lathe.  The leaf springs had to be removed as they cause high 

points on the surface, and same gauge aluminium strips were inserted to bring the leather smooth.  First cut 
on the lathe was too easy, and just as we were congratulating ourselves, the lining let go and wrapped itself 
around the toolpost. 
With half a cow in the shed and a view that an increase in stocks was 
undesirable, even if available, a jig was made to reduce the next lining 
to something like 4.5mm.  By finding material at that thickness and 
placing the leather  between  blocks it was ground with a belt sander to 
that thickness (dust mask recommended).  Trish doubles as Rosie the 
Riveter on these occasions (when I nod my head you hit it, etc.) and 
back together again.  The cone is now level with the back of the 
flywheel when the clutch is engaged, a very likely design intention, 
and while some running is needed to take off the high spots, generally 
it’s OK. 
This story is capable of two interpretations: one is to provide advice on how to do it, the other is to suggest 
that you don’t. 

Terry Parker 
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 For sale 

De Dion Bouton Roadster 1910 CD 8hp, single 
cylinder, Eng Number 27747 1911 model CP 
motor. The car recently 
competed in Veteran rally 
Ipswich and National 
Veteran 1 and 2 cylinder 
rally in Canberra. The car 
is in good condition. 
Comes with a spare engine (needs work) and its 
own car trailer with battery plus winch. ---$40,000  
Tel. Geoff on 0415228877  
or email geof-lyn@bigpond.com. 
 

 For sale 
1912 FORD MODEL T Rare Original Duncan & 
Fraser Deluxe Adelaide. Bodied Veteran T, never 
been apart from new. All 
original features intact 
including ornate leather 
door trims, original 
engine and transmission 
fully rebuilt. Little use 
since. $38,500 obo. 
Contact David Chantrell 0423-115-813 for further 
details. 
 

 For sale 
John Biddle of Antique Motor Spares, has what 
looks like an almost complete 1912 Wolseley.  
Most mechanical parts appear to be there, as well 
as two steering columns. There is also a chassis, 

which may or may not belong to the car, and a lot 
of other parts. 
Call John direct on 8268 5540 
Or visit him at 33 Fourth St, Wingfield. 
 

 Wanted 
BOSCH HDh magneto. Unusual in that it 
produces 4 sparks per revolution, will fit only 
engines with a half time maggie shaft. Probably 
there is one in a collection of curios, and maybe 
we can find something even more curious to trade.  
Terry Parker 08 83313445 
 

 Wanted 
My name is Tony Thompson and I'm a member of 
VCCA Tasmania. 
I purchased the 1911 Martini from the estate of 
Max Wurst. 
I'm after any information on this car your club or 
members may have. 
The history of said car or photos would be very 
grateful. 

agmm2@bigpond.com 

 

 The Historic Motor Vehicles Club is 
holding its annual Strathalbyn Swap Meet  
Strathalbyn Harness Racing Track 
Sunday 20th October, 2013 
Sellers 6 am, Buyers 6.30 am 
Food and Drink Stalls 
Enquiries: Richard 0423 524 481, 
Dean 08 8552 1042 

 

 Members Only List 2013/14 

With this bulletin you will find an attached copy of our ‘Members List’.  This list has been prepared based 
on your wishes from this year’s Membership Renewal forms.  We hope you find this resource useful. 

Hamish McDonald 
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 Fathers day run to Bethany 
What a glorious day.  The weather was perfect and the venue and company terrific.  We started from the 
Payneham Swimming Centre car park just after ten, and had a very easy drive through some lovely scenic 
countryside, it was so green everywhere.  Our morning tea stop was at the Cudlee Café, near the Lobethal 
turn off, the home made cakes and soup were delicious, it took a little longer than anticipated to get 
everyone moving again, which meant that we arrived at Bethany a little later than expected, but the drive 
through more scenic countryside was worth it.  We had eight cars with fourteen people, three of the cars 
from non club members.  When we arrived at Bethany the reserve was packed with all types of cars, and 
several hundred people, from a lot of different car clubs.  We found a spot adjacent to the reserve, and all 
managed to park more or less together, to enjoy our lunch, wander amongst the cars, and say hello to many 
old acquaintances.  
 

       
 

       
 
 

 The Lanchester Motor Company 
This business was begun by the three Lanchester brothers, Frederick, one of the most influential automobile 
engineers of the 19th and 20th century, George and Frank who together incorporated The Lanchester Engine 
Company Limited in December 1899 retaining the financial support they had previously received from the 
two brothers, Charles Vernon Pugh and John Pugh of Rudge-Whitworth.  Others who took directorships 
included the Whitfield brothers, J S Taylor and Hamilton Barnsley - a master builder who was to sell the 
business to BSA-Daimler in 1931. 
Work on the first Lanchester car had been started in 1895, significantly designed from first principles as a 

car, not a horseless carriage and it ran on the public roads in February or March 
1896.  It had a single cylinder 1306cc engine with the piston having two 
connecting rods to separate crankshafts and flywheels rotating in opposite 
directions giving very smooth running.  A two-cylinder engine was fitted to the 
same chassis in 1897 and a second complete car was built alongside it.  This led 

on to the first production cars in 1900, when six were made as demonstrators.  These had two-cylinder, 
4033cc, horizontal air-cooled engines, retaining the twin crankshaft design. Steering was by side lever not 
wheel. The gearbox used epicyclic gearing. The first cars were sold to the public in 1901.  In 1902 
Lanchester became the first company to market disc brakes to the public.  They were mechanical and on the 
front wheels only. The discs were very thin and made of a very soft metal like brass.  Although probably 
leaving much to be desired, they completely fit the definition of a disc brake, and beat all others to market 
by many years. 
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The Crystal Palace Automobile Show, January 1903 

The Lanchester Motor-Car Company show a number of handsome vehicles. The design here is novel 
throughout, or, rather, it differs from other designs, as the Lanchester car was one of the first English cars to 
be made. The engine is horizontal and is balanced in a most ingenious manner, the change speed gear is by 
epicyclic trains controlled by band brakes, the electric sparking is most ingeniously contrived, and the 
suspension is also of special type. To describe the mechanism of these cars would, however, be impossible 
without elaborate diagrams. They are notable for their easy running and absence of vibration. 
 
All bodies were made by external coachbuilders until 1903 when a body 
department was set up, and up to 1914 most cars carried Lanchester built 
bodies.  In 1904, despite a full order book, the business ran out of money and 
The Lanchester Engine Company Limited was put into voluntary liquidation. 
After a period of management by a receiver the business was re-organised re-
capitalised and incorporated as The Lanchester Motor Company Limited later 
that year.  
 
The 1904 models had 2470cc, four-cylinder, water-cooled, overhead-valve engines featuring pressure 
lubrication, very unusual at the time, and were now mounted with the epicyclic gearbox between the front 
seats rather than centrally resulting in a design with the driver sitting well forward and no bonnet. Six-
cylinder models joined the line up in 1906.  The specification started to become more conventional with 
wheel steering as an option from 1908, becoming standard from the end of 1911, and pedals and gear lever 
replacing the original two-lever system of gear changing. George Lanchester was now in charge, Frederick 
having resigned in 1913, and the engine moved further forward to a conventional position in the sporting, 
side-valve, 5.5-litre six-cylinder Forty but very few were made before the outbreak of World War I.  A 
distinctive feature of the engine's valves was their use of leaf springs, rather than coil springs.  Frank 
Lanchester ran the London sales office. 
 
During the war the company made artillery shells and some aircraft engines but some vehicle production 
continued with the Lanchester 4x2 Armoured Cars built on the Lanchester 38hp chassis for use by the Royal 
Naval Air Service on the Western Front. 
 
After the first World war the company adopted a single model policy and the Forty was re-introduced with a 
6.2-litre overhead-cam engine in unit with a 3-speed gearbox still using epicyclic gears and a worm drive 
rear axle.  It was very expensive, dearer than a Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost and to maintain production a 
smaller car, the Twenty One joined the range in 1924.  This had a 3.1-litre, six-cylinder engine, now with 
removable cylinder head, mated to a four-speed conventional gearbox and four-wheel brakes. It grew to the 
3.3-litre Twenty Three in 1926.  The Forty was finally replaced by the Thirty with straight-eight 4.4-litre 
engine in 1928.  A further series of armoured cars were made in 1927 with six-wheel version of the Forty 
chassis. 
For 1928 there was George's last design, a 4446cc straight-8 but only 126 were made before the economic 
depression effectively killed demand. 
 
Twelve months after the Wall Street Crash these were the cars shown by Lanchester on their stand at the 
Olympia Motor Show in October 1930: 
21hp 6-cylinder landaulette by Maythorn, £1,775, chassis only £1,050 
31hp 8-cylinder limousine by Hooper, £2,300, chassis only £1,325 
31hp 8-cylinder 6/7-seater coupé de ville by Windovers £2,435 
The engines were 3,330 and 4,440 cc respectively, their wheelbase and track: 
6-cylinder: 11ft 1in and 4ft 8in 
8-cylinder: 11ft 10½ in and 4ft 8in 
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Within weeks their bank called in the company's overdraft of £38,000 forcing immediate liquidation of the 
company's assets. Because their current premises once had been a part of BSA's Armourer Mills at 
Sparkbrook a sale to BSA made sense. Thomas Hamilton Barnsley (1867–1930), the principal shareholder, 
chairman and managing director negotiated a sale of the whole share capital to BSA group shortly before his 
death on Christmas Day 1930. BSA's purchase of the whole of the shares was completed in January 1931 
for £26,000, a fraction of the value of the assets. Car production was transferred to Lanchester's new sister 
subsidiary, Daimler, at Motor Mills, Sandy Lane, Radford. 
George Lanchester was kept on as a senior designer and Frank became the Lanchester sales director.  The 
first new offering, still designed by George Lanchester, was a version of the Daimler Light Twenty, the 
Lanchester Eighteen with hydraulic brakes and a Daimler fluid flywheel.  The Ten of 1933 was an upmarket 
version of the BSA Ten.  The pre-war Fourteen Roadrider of 1937, was almost identical to the Daimler New 
Fifteen.  The then Duke of York, a repeat customer during the 1920s and 1930s, preferred this less showy 
version of a Daimler car and took delivery of a pair of specially built Daimler straight-eight limousines with 
the Lanchester grille and badges. 
Post war, a ten-horsepower car was re-introduced with the 1287cc LD10 which didn't have a Daimler 
equivalent and the four-cylinder 1950 Fourteen/Leda. The very last model, of which only prototypes were 
produced, was called the Sprite. 
Daimler, was in decline and in 1960 BSA sold Daimler's premises and business to Jaguar Cars who have 
since used the Daimler name on their most expensive products. Jaguar has moved into and out of the Ford 
group and since 2008 Jaguar, Daimler and Lanchester belong to Tata Motors. 
 

 
Blue plaque, on former factory on Montgomery Street, Sparkbrook, 
Birmingham 

 
An open-air sculpture, the Lanchester Car Monument, in 
the Bloomsbury Heartlands area of Birmingham, designed 
by Tim Tolkien, on the site where Lanchester built their 
first four-wheel petrol car in 1895 

 
Source Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. 

 

 Time for a laugh 
 
Insanity is my only means of relaxation. 
 
How can I miss you if you won’t go away?. 
 
Princess, having had sufficient experience with princes, seeks frog. 
 
One of life’s mysteries is how a 2lb box of candy can make a woman gain 5lbs. 
 
My mind not only wanders, it sometimes leaves completely. 
 
The nice part about living in a small town is that when you don’t know what you are doing, someone else 
does. 


