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 Around the houses 

        
 

         
 

What a splendid day out.  We met at Unley Shopping Centre for a 9.30am start, then a short drive to Daw 

Park to visit the workshop of Mark Hood.  Mark does magical things with motorcycle engines, ancient and 

modern, he has been known to almost double the horsepower of some engines.  He can TIG weld fins back 

on to cylinders, and completely rebuild old engines with new internal parts, with much smaller clearances, 

making them much more usable.  His workshop has to be seen to be believed, it is spotless and very neat 

and tidy, and the machinery is more than most of us can dream of.   

From there, another short drive to Julian’s house at Unley Park to have a look at his new two storey shed, 

and to see how much of Jane’s garden has been taken over.  I think that there were eleven of his cars 

squeezed into the sheds, and the FJ Holden under the carport, looks as if the old shed could do with a second 

floor as well.  The upstairs of the new shed has lots of spare parts (how many spare engines does a man 

need). 

Jane had the urn hot, ready for our morning tea, and there was still enough lawn and shady spots for us all to 

sit around and enjoy morning tea.  From there many of us made our way around to Heywood Park for a 

picnic lunch, and a bit of camaraderie.  How else would you want to spend a beautiful sunny Sunday. 
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  Meetings 
The Club holds informal gatherings at 8pm on the 

first Wednesday of each month, except January, at 

the Colonel Light Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset 

Ave. Assemble at 7.30 for a pre-meeting chat. The 

only formal club meeting is the Annual General 

Meeting, held on the first Wednesday in July each 

year. 

Wednesday 2
nd

 October. Nick McNeil will be 

enthralling us with tales of the Ruston Hornsby. 

 

 

Wednesday 6
th

 November. Hamish McDonald 

and Julian McNeil will report on the National 

Rally at Shepparton.  Perhaps we will have some 

interesting photos. 

Wednesday 4
th

 December. Is our pre Christmas 

informal Noggin and Natter.  Please bring a plate 

of something to share.  We are hoping to be able 

to show you some of the old Shell films of early 

motoring, rallies etc.. 

January there will be no monthly gathering. 

 

 Upcoming events 

Sunday 20
th

 October There will be a run to an Open Day at Urrbrae House.  We will meet at Caffe 

Buorgiorno, Belair Rd, Hawthorn, at 9.30am for brunch before going on to 

Urrbrae, arriving at about 11am.  Once there, we have been invited by the 

‘Friends of Urrbrae’, to park around the circular drive.  Tours of the house 

will be held at 12 noon and 2pm.  BYO lunch or afternoon tea. 

 

Sunday 10
th

 November Norton Summit Hill Climb.  Meet at the Tower Hotel, Magill 10am for a 

10.30am departure.  After the hill climb we will have a short run returning 

back down to the plains for a BYO picnic lunch at The Gums reserve 

Tranmere. 

 

Sunday 8
th

 December Creepy Crawly Run, flyer and entry form attached to this Bulletin. 

 

Sunday 26
th

 January Australia Day Breakfast Run being organised by Neil Francis, details later. 
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 From the Chairman 

Great news last week with regard to this club lobbying for membership of the Association of Veteran Car 

Clubs of Australia.  

Your club has been accepted as a provisionally elected joint SA club, with the Sporting Car Club of South 

Australia through their Veteran and Vintage section.  There are parts of the AVCCA Constitution to be 

altered for us to gain full and proper equity within their Association and both the SCCSA and VCCSA have 

to agree on several points of procedure so we can act as one veteran vehicle voice for the AVCCA. 

Both Hamish and Julian represented our club as invited guests to the AVCCA AGM in Shepparton last 

week to present our case. As of this date, we have had no official word from the AVCCA, but we expect to 

be advised shortly. 

Many thanks go to all of our present and past committee members for striving for this result on your behalf. 

There are still some issues to sort through and further information is explained in Hamish’s Secretary report 

in this bulletin. 

Congratulations also go to Julian for being recognised for his services to veteran motoring by being 

presented with the Lord Montagu Trophy at the Shepparton rally. He now has the duty of looking after this 

magnificent trophy for the next twelve months. The smaller trophy he received at the presentation he can 

keep and polish forever! 

It was in retrospect after the last meeting on the presentation of photos of the Louwman Car Museum, that 

after all of the excitement of taking the photos at the time, and the collation of a small range of these photos 

for the evening’s presentation, I had not realised how many examples of the vehicles were in their original 

condition. It is great to see their survival! 

Happy veteran vehicle motoring. 

Phil 

 From the Secretary 

AVCCA Membership: As you are aware from numerous Bulletins written over the years, the Veteran Car 

Club of SA has been actively pursuing membership of the Association of Veteran Car Clubs Australia 

(AVCCA) as a matter of priority in order to secure the providence and custodianship of members vehicles.  

This is not the only justification for membership, as determined by your Committee, but it is our central 

theme.   

At the request of the VCCSA Committee, Julian McNeil and I represented our club at the Annual General 

Meeting of the AVCCA in Shepparton, to advocate for our inclusion as a member of this peak motoring 

body.  I am very pleased to bring to the attention of members that the VCCSA has been accepted as a joint 

state member for South Australia.  I feel it is important to mention here the fact that the decision required a 

unanimous vote from all state affiliated clubs and this was achieved.  The time was right for our acceptance 

and this decision was endorsed at the rally dinner with a rousing ovation from all those present as our 

membership was announced to those in attendance.  It is significant and worthwhile to mention that the 

Veteran and Vintage Section of the Sporting Car Club fully endorsed and supported our membership.  This 

is indeed a new chapter for Veteran motoring in South Australia, and for our club, as we enhance our 

purpose to advocate for the preservation and enjoyment of our veteran vehicles as a member of a ‘like-

minded’ national association.  I think our collective thanks go to the current and previous VCCSA 

committee members for ‘sowing the seeds’ that has led to our inclusion with the AVCCA. 

Moving forward, securing our membership with the AVCCA will require some consideration and 

consultation with the Sporting Car Club as we come to agreement on a range of operational and AVCCA 

related areas to meet our requirements in providing a unified voice to represent the interests of all SA 

veteran vehicle owners.   

Charter of Turin: As the newest member of the AVCCA, our purpose as owners of historic vehicles within 

SA takes on an international focus and we need to start considering what is happening on the international 

and national agenda for clubs such as ours.  One area we need to consider is the Charter of Turin, as 

outlined by FIVA (the International Federation of Ancient Vehicles), which is being adopted by the 

AVCCA as a guiding document for the veteran vehicle movement.   



 

 

 

Bulletin October 2013  Page 4 

 

 
 

 

What is the Charter and what does it mean?  I would like to share with you some aspects of this document, 

as it affirms all the work the VCCSA has undertaken over the past 8 years.  

The Charter has been created to provide guidance and treatments in relation to historic vehicles – covering 

their use, upkeep, conservation, restoration and repair.  The aim of the Charter is to ensure the best possible 

preservation and operation of our vehicles in an authentic state, so that future generations may enjoy such 

cultural treasures.  There are 15 Articles which outline the aim of the Charter.  Over the coming months I 

will outline and summarise these in the Bulletin, in the hope that they promote some healthy discussion 

points for members to consider. 

• Article 1: Aim - The preservation of historical vehicles.   Recognition of the tangible and intangible 

testimonials of our vehicles is the starting point for the Charter.  FIVA encourages owners and clubs to 

endorse the use of scientific and technological knowledge to ensure the preservation and operation of 

historic vehicles, including their operation on public roads.  We are presently lucky to have such a 

strong Historic Registration regime that allows for us to continue driving 100 year old vehicles on SA 

roads.  But we need to work vigorously with all stakeholders to ensure this remains the case. 

• Article 2: Future - Preservation and restoration.   Any preservation and restoration of vehicles (and 

related processes of restoration) are to be recorded as technical artefacts and as a witness of transport 

history and culture.  FIVA encourages organisations, such as the VCCSA, to pass along these methods 

and work processes to future generations.  As many of us are experiencing through our own restoration 

projects, some of the skills we look for are slowly disappearing! 

• Article 3: Care - Survival of historic vehicles.   The sustainable care of all historic vehicles (including 

all their components and regular operation) are considered essential to the survival of historic vehicles.  

FIVA endorsed the active use of vehicles on public roads as a part of preservation and passing on the 

knowledge to future generations as well as an important factor in understanding them. 

Articles 4 – 6 will be presented in next month’s Bulletin, or you can download you own copy from the 

FIVA website: http://www.fiva.org/EN/Torino/Charter%20of%20Turin.html  

National 1 and 2 Cylinder Rally, Robe 2014: The next newsletter instalment from the organising 

committee is now available and has been added as an attachment to this month’s Bulletin. 

The joint VCCSA/SCCSA Committee is working hard putting the Rally together. The aim is to have one 

document that is both a Rally entry and meals form.  This should be available soon. If you have submitted 

an Expression of Interest, you will receive an Entry Form soon.    

The emphasis for this Rally will be on flat runs along the beautiful Limestone Coast with as much 

involvement with the local schools as we can possibly attain. Time is running short, so get your ‘Expression 

of Interest’ in, your accommodation booked, your 1 or 2 cylinder veteran in peak condition and we will see 

you in Robe on 4
th

 May, 2014.   

New Membership: I am very pleased to announce David Gower (from SA) as a new member of the 

Veteran Car Club.  David doesn’t own a veteran vehicle at the moment, but has a keen interest in the veteran 

car movement and is on the lookout for a suitable vehicle to acquire! 

Welcome to the Veteran Car Club of SA, David. 

Hamish 

 Weekend Rally 
The 2014 Annual Weekend Rally has now been booked for 11

th
 - 13

th
 April.  Our accommodation and Rally 

HQ will be at the Hahndorf Resort, 145a Main Street Hahndorf SA 5245.  Don’t be deterred by the thought 

of Hahndorf at the weekend, we will not be driving down the main street amongst the tourist buses, the 

resort is on the Adelaide side of town.  If you wish to book early please contact Jenny on (08) 83887921 for 

your cabin/motel room or caravan site.  We will be having Dinner on the Friday and Saturday evenings and 

Breakfast on the Saturday and Sunday mornings at the Resort.  Entry forms will not be available until 

December, as final costing has not yet been established other than to say all meals will be moderately 

priced. 

As Hahndorf Resort is close to Adelaide I am hoping to see more employed people being able to start the 

Rally on the Friday evening.  

Regards, Neil 
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 National Veteran Rally, Shepparton, Victoria 

The National Rally has only just finished and there was an anticipation of great things to happen when all 

those attending drove their veteran vehicles into the ‘Shed’.  Travelling to various locations around 

Shepparton, all entrants were amazed with the variety of marques present and how they were able to ensure 

good weather proofing in the face of some rather ominous dark grey clouds!  Here are just a few images of 

the rally to ‘wet your whistle’.  There will be loads more at the upcoming November gathering. 

 

           
 

 Lord Montagu Trophy Recipient – Julian McNeil 
The Lord Montagu Trophy is presented to a member of the Veteran Motoring Movement that upholds the 

aims of the AVCCA - to advocate for Veteran motoring and its importance as a part of our living history.  

This year’s recipient is none other than our eminent VCCSA Member, 

Julian McNeil. 

In recognising the achievements of Julian, it was clear that he is the 

ultimate veteran car enthusiast – living and breathing veteran cars!  

Having been brought up in a family with a love for veteran cars (namely 

a 1903 Wolseley) he was late in forming his own collection due to 

studying medicine, but once a doctor did so with gusto. 

Owning and using 13 cars, Julian has attended many National Rallies 

over the past 15 years.  Tribute was paid to Julian’s joint planning of 

past SA rallies and for the 1 and 2 Cylinder Rally in Robe, 2014. 

Congratulations on your nomination and recognition, Julian. 

 

 Roland Garros 
The world of aviation is today celebrating the 100 jubilee of an event which became a milestone in the 

history of aviation: the first non-stop flight across the Mediterranean Sea by Frenchman Roland Garros. 

On 23
rd

 September 1913, Garros took off from Fréjus in the south of France onboard a Morane-Saulnier 

monoplane. He landed 7 hours and 53 minutes later in Bizerte in Tunisia, after a flight of almost 800km. 

Having left France with more than 200 litres of fuel in his tank, less than 10 litres were left on arrival the 

other side of the sea! 

Born on the French island of Reunion in 1888, he participated in aviation competitions and airshows and 

broke the world record of altitude in a powered aeroplane in 1912. He enrolled in the French army as a 

fighter pilot at the outbreak of 

World War I and died after his 

plane was shot down by the 

Germans in 1918. 
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 My Renault, Rudge-Whitworth and John Vernon Pugh 
In 2011 I purchased my first veteran car restoration project, a 1912 Renault CB 

12/16HP, and it came with Rudge-Whitworth wire wheels of 875 x 105mm. 

While I did not think that these were unusual it seems that their use by 

Automobiles Renault in this era was very limited indeed. The search for 

information on these wheels and why my car had them fitted led me to some 

interesting finds. 

At the time of purchase I had no idea of the history of the marque and no experience apart from a wonderful 

day in 2001 when a mate let me drive his almost original 1908 AX through Canberra. As with my earlier 

Bullnose Morris project I became involved (Sue would say obsessed!) in a search for whatever information I 

could find on the make and its history, and the model I had purchased.  I have read dozens of books in 

several libraries, scoured the internet, corresponded with owners both here and abroad, and photographed 

several cars in an endeavour to find out as much as possible, both from an interest in the history and to guide 

me with the restoration.  

From all of the pictures I have seen, the overwhelming majority of veteran Renaults are fitted with wooden 

wheels, more so with the larger models. To date I have not seen any veteran 4-cylinder Renaults ‘in the 

flesh’ with wire wheels, only one photo of a surviving four-cylinder car so fitted, and only a few pictured in 

historical photos or sales brochures with wire wheels. Many other veterans of the era were sporting these 

wheels, including Napier, Vauxhall, Minerva, Siddeley-Deasy, and Rolls Royce to name but a few, but 

Renault seemed less inclined.  

The original order book for my car records the note ‘875 x 105’, referring to the wheel size, but according to 

the sales brochures and factory data of the time,  the standard fitted wheels were 815 x 105 mm.  Thus there 

is no doubt that the larger diameter wheels were almost certainly part of the original car and not, as had been 

suggested, added as an after-market item in Australia.  

My car was ordered from Automobiles Renault through the UK agents (Tozer, Kemsley and Fisher) by the 

Canada Cycle and Motor Co. of Creek Street, Brisbane. This company was the agent for a number of 

makers, with their motor vehicle trade beginning in 1900 when they introduced a DeDion tricycle. They ran 

regular advertisements in the Brisbane ‘Courier Mail’ from 1900 until the end of the 1920’s. Some of these 

advertisements were illustrated with drawings of the featured marques including Renault, Talbot, Darracq, 

Humber and Albion. The Renaults pictured between 1910 and 1914 always had wooden wheels, so why did 

mine come with wire wheels? Was this a special order by some well-heeled banana-bender?  

While scouring all of their weekly advertisements for a clue, I found the following text in the Canada Cycle 

and Motor Co. item in the Brisbane ‘Courier Mail’ on 16 May 1912. 

 

    
 

So it seems the problem is solved; the Company had ordered cars with steel wheels (wire spoked at the 

time) which were of a larger size. My Renault colleagues in the UK and France had speculated that they 

may have been fitted to avoid termite attack(?), but possibly the company was simply increasing ground 

clearance and perhaps the wheels’ viability in the sub-tropical and tropical conditions in Queensland. 

As far as I could determine, the company only advertised these wheels for a few weeks and never at any 

other time in nearly thirty years of advertising. It coincided with the timing of the delivery of my car in May 
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1912, so mine was one of those ‘specially fitted to suit the climate and running conditions’.  Having found 

why it had wire wheels, I was curious about the background of the Rudge-Whitworth wheel and its 

introduction onto cars. 

Daniel Rudge was a Wolverhampton hotel keeper in 1868 when he began tinkering with the precursor to the 

modern bicycle. By the time of his death in 1880 he had developed all manner of bicycle fittings and built 

up a thriving manufacturing business. After his death the company continued to grow, was merged, and later 

expanded, but with the saturation of the markets and competition it faced decline by the early 1890’s. At the 

same time a Birmingham hardware company Charles H Pugh Ltd was 

preparing to enter the cycle business under the title Whitworth Cycle Co, 

and in late 1894 had merged with the Rudge Cycle Company in its 

generous premises to form Rudge Whitworth Limited. The company was 

pretty much under the control of the Pugh family, with Charles Henry 

Pugh and his two sons, Charles Vernon Pugh and John Vernon Pugh 

being directors and managers. 

The company’s development of cycles extended to wheels for cycle cars 

and motor tricycles and by 1904 they had become major players in this 

market. Much of the reason for their success was gained from production 

of designs patented by John Vernon Pugh. As an engineer, he registered 

no less than 317 patents under his own name or with others, mostly 

related to velocipedes, cycles, and motor cycles and detachable wheels 

for motor cars. His first patent was in 1893 (at the age of 20) for 

improved bearings for bicycles, and his last was for improvement to golf 

ball design in 1934 … perhaps he was trying to overcome a wicked slice 

during his retirement.  

In British patent number 14892 of 1905 John Vernon Pugh described the modern wire wheel as we know it 

under the title ‘Improvements relating to Wheels for Motor Cars’.  The object of his design was to improve 

construction of the wheel ‘… in which the forces due to driving, braking and the tendency to side movement 

of the vehicle are transmitted in such a manner that the spokes which are stressed by forces due to either 

braking or driving or both shall not be further stressed by forces due to side slipping or the like of the 

vehicle.’ His invention formed a wheel style where the inner spokes transmit most of the driving and 

braking forces and the outer spokes transmit most of the lateral forces. This patent was also effected in 

France, Germany and the USA and made the company name a household word in motoring circles. 

Variants of the design are still being manufactured and thankfully replacement parts are readily available for 

wheels from their first origins. 

PS: I have now rebuilt my wheels courtesy of Richards Bros. in Cardiff who supplied new rims and spokes. 

They have been fitted with tyres and will be ready for the road once I have rebuilt the intricate locking 

mechanism which was also designed and patented by JVP! 

Darryl Grey 

 

 From your editor 
We would like your help in the planning of future runs and rallies.  Please let the committee know what you 

would like to do, any suggestions of places or areas to visit, how far you are prepared to drive your Veteran 

in one day, how long between rest stops, i.e. morning tea, lunch etc., what type of terrain. 

Would you be interested in a progressive rally, that is spending different nights in different locations, 

perhaps spread over a week, rather like the National Federation Rally?  On this type of rally we would have 

support vehicles, enclosed trailer for additional luggage, back up trailer for recovery etc.. 

Do you prefer catered meals, or a picnic in the park?  Do you prefer main roads or quiet country roads?  Are 

you prepared to drive on unsealed roads, if so how far?  All of this information will be very helpful, and we 

would like to hear from everyone, including interstate readers who might like to join us.  Please complete 

the attached form and return it to the club. 

Tony 
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Suggestions for future runs and rallies 
 

 

Name  (optional but preferred)……………………………………………………….………………………. 

 

Rallies 
 

Distance willing to travel per day………………... 

 

Time willing to drive per day……………………. 

 

Time driving between breaks……………………. 

 

Preferred starting time…………………………… 

 

Main roads or back roads………………………… 

 

Are you willing to travel on unsealed roads……... 

 

Do you mind the occasional hill…………………. 

 

Morning tea, catered or BYO……………………. 

 

Lunch, picnic in the park or sit down……………. 

 

Evening meal, set menu or a la carte…………….. 

 

How many days/nights away……………….……. 

 

Type of accommodation preferred………………. 

 

Would you be interested in a progressive rally….. 

Day runs 
 

How far are you willing to travel………………... 

 

Do you mind the hills……………………….…… 

 

Preferred starting time…………………………… 

 

Morning tea, BYO or catered……………………. 

 

Lunch, BYO or catered………….……………….. 

 

Pub, restaurant or café…………………………… 

 

Are you willing to host around the houses………. 

 

Suggestions of places to visit………………….… 

 

…………………………………………………… 

 

…………………………………………………… 

 

Suggestions for events…………………………… 

 

…………………………………………………… 

 

……………………………………………………

 

 

Any other suggestions for club outings, places to visit, nice picnic/lunch venues etc., would 

be greatly appreciated, and any volunteers to organise an event would be even more 

appreciated. 

 
Printed copies of this form will be available at the monthly gatherings. 

 

     


