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Seasons greetings to all of our members, their families, and our friends and many readers in 

other clubs throughout Australia and overseas. 

And our very best wishes go to member Arthur Mullins in this his 100
th

 year. 
 

 Inaugural VCCSA Creepy Crawly Run – 8th December 2013 

 
 
What an amazing turn out for our very first 1 and 2 cylinder focused event!  With the aim of providing all 
vehicles in the Veteran Car Club of SA a specifically designed event so they can travel at their own pace 
and with other similar cars was a treat.  Whilst the photos might reflect a potential ‘Model T Ford Club’ 
gathering with 4 taking part, in addition to the beautiful Napier driven by Howard and Di, there were in fact 
5 feeble veteran cars on show which made their way around the 38 mile route.  These cars were a sight to 
see and actually performed very well on the reasonably level roads with 2 arriving at the lunch destination 
before the larger cars!   
Commencing with a light morning tea and a tour of the National Trust Museum in Willunga, to which there 
were a number of visitors from the area gathered to look over our vehicles, we headed towards our lunch 
destination - the ‘best’ bakery in the south, I think it was with many saying the food was sensational.  It was 
such a variety of sights along the way with rows of green grapes and a vista across the Willunga Basin 
which gave way to the sea as we drove along the Aldinga Esplanade.  There in Aldinga, the veterans were 
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again swamped by members from the Vintage Sporting Car Club, with many in their vintage vehicles and 
numerous locals venturing out to investigate what all the commotion was about!  
I congratulate the owners of all the vehicles involved, it was a great morning run, but especially the feeble 
cars as this event really provided an opportunity for them to have some time in the limelight. 
The 5 cars which stole the show were: twin cylinder - Maxwell roadster, Darracq tonneau, and single 
cylinder – Rover roadster, De Dion Bouton roadster and a De Dion Bouton Vis-a-vis. 
It was also great to see a number of VCCSA members make the special effort to turn up for the start in their 
modern cars and see everyone off.  A special mention and word of thanks goes to our two Road Marshalls 
for the run – Neil Francis and Martyn Carter and also thanks to Chris Whittall for continuing his role of 
‘Tail-end-Charlie’, but on this occasion he was actually able to enjoy the run, if somewhat frustrated in his 
V8 Holden Torana!  We won’t be going any quicker at Robe in 2014, Chris!   
Do we hold another Creepy Crawly Run next year?  I would like to invite feedback from those who took 
part and also any other members who would be keen to take part if we were to stage the run again.  
Willunga will be commemorating 175 years of settlement next year and we have been invited back to the 
same location as a part of these celebrations.   

Hamish McDonald 

 

Vale Graham Treloar 

 
Club Member Graham Treloar passed away after heart surgery on Saturday 21st December.  Those of us on 
the Creepy Crawly run earlier in the month find it hard to believe we were enjoying his company for the last 
time. 
He owned a vintage Model A Ford, which was used when four wheels were his chosen transport to join us 
on our outings.  And who can forget his solo motorcycling expeditions on his beloved veteran B.S.A, 
always perched on the famous pink cushion, with Josie as his back-up?  He had lately doubled his collection 
of veteran two-wheelers by acquiring the family Triumph on which, as a young boy, he learned to ride 
around the family property. 
He led a busy, interesting life, being a light-aircraft salesman (and pilot), and an agent for street-sweepers 
among other things.  I remember him telling me about the time he was returning to Adelaide when the 
(only) propeller came free of the aeroplane – it must have been very interesting for a short time. 
He was great company, and greeted everyone with a warm handshake and a smile, and always enjoyed a 
joke.  On a motorcycle rally in Tasmania there was a request from the motel owners to the rally-goers to 
make an effort to avoid oil stains on the concrete parking area.  Graham found the answer was a frying pan, 
as the handle prevented much of the stooping and groping under the mechanicals.  One morning, he awoke 
to find the regular oil deposit with a raw cracked egg floating on it.  He wasted no time sharing the joke with 
everyone. 
Graham will be sadly missed by his large circle of friends.  Our sympathy goes to Josie, his brother John, 
and all members of the family. 

Howard 

 

              
 

Graham’s funeral will be held in the Scotch College chapel at 2pm on Friday 3
rd

 January. 
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 From the Chairman 
It is with great regret that the Club has been notified of the passing of club member Graham Treloar. 
Having talked about his happy nature at our November Norton Summit hill climb run in the last issue of our 
newsletter, and his subsequent attendance at our inaugural one and two cylinder (Creepy Crawly) run at our 
December road event, it is hard to believe that Graham is no longer going to be with us at our meetings and 
runs.  
Graham was a pleasant and gracious person, and he enjoyed the camaraderie of veteran motoring, as we also 
enjoyed his presence.  
As a gesture to his huge presence within our own club, I will be asking our committee to give consideration 
to either the Norton Summit Run or the One and Two Cylinder run to become a commemorative run in 
Graham’s honour.  
For those that have had to wait for the cars and bikes to arrive at the top of the Summit, for example, it was 
always hard not to give our token award in this event to Graham with his lovely, happy, cheeky grin as he 
reached the summit.  
The Club’s condolences are extended to Josie and the extended Treloar family at this sad time.  
We miss you Graham! 
Further to this sad time before Christmas, we also learnt of the passing of John Wien-Smith (Wieny) whose 
funeral was held on Friday 27th December.  John was born into veteran motoring and became a stalwart for 
the Veteran vehicle movement, and the survival of these vehicles within South Australia, and was well 
known throughout Australia. 
It is a sad time, but both persons have handed over a legacy, which we have all tried to achieve. 
Enjoy your veteran motoring, and spare a thought for the memory of Graham and John next time you take 
your veteran vehicle for a run. 
I look forward to meeting you all again in 2014. 
 

Phil Keane 

 From the Secretary 
Happy New Year and welcome to another great year of veteran motoring!  This year, the Committee aims to 
deliver to VCCSA members their usual monthly runs, but also some additional events to entice those ageing 
veterans out of the shed and onto the roads.  Some special events to mark down early on the calendar for 
2014 include: 

• VSCC Historic Gathering Day: 16 March, Adelaide Parklands 

• VCCSA Weekend Rally: 11-13 April, Hahndorf 

• National AVCCA 1 & 2 Cylinder Rally: 4-9 May, Robe 

• Adelaide to Darwin Veteran Car Rally: 3–24 August (Official start, National Motor Museum) 

• ‘Down under’ London to Brighton Run: TBA, October, Adelaide 

• Creepy Crawly Run: 7 December, Willunga 

• National Veteran Rally: 19-24 October, Kalgoorlie-Boulder, WA 
It would be fantastic if we could mobilise as many Veteran vehicles to these events as possible, to mark 
2014 as our official acceptance into the AVCCA and demonstrate the strength and growth of our club. 
 
100 Year/Centenary Car Badges: It is great to see so many members adding their name to the Centenary 
Car Badges.  The Dating Committee is issuing a revised request form and these are starting to be filled in by 
members wishing to have their vehicles dated for their badge.  A reminder that this special badge is only 
available to vehicles registered through the VCCSA and dated by the VCCSA Dating Committee or have a 
recognised dating certificate.  If your vehicle is not registered through our club, perhaps you might like to 
consider this as an option.  It’s a simple process to transfer your vehicles from another club to the VCCSA.  
All you are required to do is have a new MR334 form issued from the Club Registrar – Peter Allen. Then 
make arrangements with him or one of our many vehicle inspectors to view your vehicle for authenticity.  
You will then be issued with your new MR334 form to take to your local Service SA centre.  If you are 
currently on Conditional Registration with another club, your old log book is then required to be cancelled 
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by the previous club. Once it is cancelled, you will be issued with a new log book.  Please note: you must 

not drive your vehicle until the new log book is issued, but with so many vehicle inspectors in our club, this 
shouldn’t take very long!   
New Membership: I am very pleased to announce David Lang (from Deniliquin, NSW) as a new member 
of the Veteran Car Club.  David might be well known to some, as he owns a 1915 Model T Ford that takes 
part in practically all National Rallies.  He is also an active member of the Veteran Car Club of Victoria 
taking part in their rallies as well as being ‘tail-end-Charlie’ for their annual 1 and 2 cylinder runs, such as 
in Cobram this year.  Whilst not possible to get to many of our VCCSA events, David is keen to receive our 
terrific monthly Bulletin and catchup with his SA colleagues and friends when he can.  Welcome to the 
Veteran Car Club of SA, David. 
 

Hamish 

 

  Meetings 
The Club holds informal gatherings at 8pm on the 
first Wednesday of each month, except January, at 
the Colonel Light Gardens RSL, Dorset Ave.  
Park behind on what was the bowling green, enter 
from Windsor Ave.  Assemble at 7.30 for a pre-
meeting chat. The only formal club meeting is the 
Annual General Meeting, held on the first 
Wednesday in July each year. 
January there will be no monthly gathering. 

Wednesday 5
th

 February. Mal Roberts (the 
Genie of the lamps) is going to explain how he 
rebuilds brass lamps etc.  And perhaps Julian will 
show us some before and after photos of the 
lamps that he has run over, and Mal has restored. 
Wednesday 5

th
 March. ‘Reverse Engineering of 

historic components’ using CAD, laminated 
patterns etc. A presentation by Ian Lawrence, who 
is producing CAD drawings to make patterns, 
cores and core boxes for reproducing parts.  He 
has examples, but would look at any parts that 
members brought to discuss reproduction. 

 

 Upcoming events 
Sunday 26

th
 January Australia Day Breakfast Run being organised by Neil Francis  

Meet at Hazelwood Park corner of Howard Tce. and Davenport Tce. at 
7.30am for a 8.00am departure. Our run will take us to the Waterfall Gully 
Falls then we return to Hazelwood Park for an Australia Day Celebration 
organised by the Burnside council. Sausage sizzle and coffee can be 
purchased at the Celebration or BYO.  Motor bike owners please note, the run 
has no traffic lights to negotiate just one roundabout. 

Sunday 9
th

 February A Breakfast Run to a venue probably somewhere along the beach.  Being 
organised by Neil Francis, more details next Bulletin. 

 
 

 New toys 
Believed to be a 1903 Lacoste et Battmann.  12hp twin 
cylinder, rear entrance tonneau.  Engine No. 553.  Single 
family ownership since 1908, registered in the Isle of 
Man. 
 
Our English member, Andrew Howe-Davies’ latest 
acquisition - he's now trying to track down the original 
engine to replace the one that was installed in 1908! 
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 For Sale 
Set of four 25 inch straight side Artillery wheels in excellent condition. 
These are cast aluminium replacements formerly fitted to a Cadillac. 
They cost me $2,000.  No longer required, I am offering these for $1,600. 
Noel Adams  0754 28 09 41 
noeldpe@optusnet.com.au 
 
 

 For Sale 
Renault 1908 Type X1B Torpedo (14/20HP) 
This powerful, magnificent and incredibly rare veteran has been completely 
restored during thirty years of ownership is now for sale. It is offered well 
below value to a discerning and caring veteran enthusiast. This machine is so 
rare that the Société D’Histoire Du Group Renault, Billancourt, France 
informs me that the vast Renault collection does not include an example. Four 
forward gears plus reverse, with powerful brakes and dashing looks this 
machine is sure to provide satisfaction, yours for $36,000. Contact Roger 
Cross, 08 8892 2712, rc.jmc@bigpond.com for further information and 
pictures.  Dated by Renault themselves and by the VCCSA. 
 

 For Sale 
Odd Lamps:  
Square nearside Dependence oil and 
electric, P&H nearside side and tail, will 
swap for Riemann drivers side lamp to 
match the one shown, about 270mm to 
chimney, 315mm to top of bale.  Or will 
buy your matching lamps or sell mine. 

Terry Parker (08) 833 13445.  
 

 For Sale 
I am a member of the Vintage and Veteran Motorcycle club. 
I have an old oil gauge, which I don't need, but I don't have any other 
information about it. 
It is a "Sterling", with the number 3385 hidden on the front face (underneath the 
glass). 
It has been suggested to me that it is not from a motorcycle, but I am not sure. 
I don’t need it, and wondering if you could pass this on to someone who might 
be interested. Martin.Schumacher@satac.edu.au  
 

 Information required 
I'm wondering if you or any of your car club members are able 
to assist me in trying to identify this marking on a radiator cap 
that I have in my collection.  
The cap itself is in fantastic condition with all parts and the 
thread still in perfect condition... The only thing is that I can 
not identify what vehicle or manufacturer it has come from. 
Any assistance would be truly grateful. andrew.mawson68@bigpond.com  
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 For Sale 
Cars 

1916 Cole V8 Coupe, 126″ wheel base, large roomy all enclosed coupe, recently rallied, runs well, $65,000 
1909 Buick Model F 2 cylinder touring car, big project, $20,000 
1912 Cadillac Touring Car, 95% mechanically complete, some body panels, $23,000 
1903 Curved Dash Oldsmobile, good solid restoration project, original body, $31,000 
1910 Cadillac Touring car, big project, some new body panels, $21,000 

1908 Black 12hp runabout, very original with low mileage engine rebuild, new 38″ wheels supplied, $27k 
1908 Buick Model F touring, very complete original vehicle needing restoration $34,500. 

Parts 

1913/14 Cadillac Warner Speedo $500.  1913/14 Cadillac bonnet $300.  4 x 27” Quick Demountable rims 
$2,000 set.  1916 REO, Motor, Trans, Rear axle, $2,900 ono. UNC Square nuts, various sizes.  Brass split 
pins, various sizes.  Brass nuts and washers, various sizes. 
Russell and Chris Holden 
Old World Lamps & Tyres 
http://www.oldworldlamps.net/  
PO Box 786 Mudgee NSW 2850 
Ph 0422 219 911 
 

 1905 NSU 

The history of the marque can be traced to 1873 when in the German Duchy of Swabia at Riedlingen two 
mechanical engineers, Christian Schmidt and Heinrich Stoll established themselves as knitting machine 
makers.  By 1886 their island factory on the Danube afforded no room for further expansion.  Schmidt left 
Stoll and established works at Neckarsulm, a town on the river Neckar near Heidelberg. 
Cycle production commenced under the name Germania first with penny-farthing design in 1886.  By 1890 
the 60 workers had produced 1000 cycles.  In 1892 the name NSU NECKARSULM STRICMACHINEN 
UNION was adopted, stricmachinen being a sewing machine. 

In 1900 the first motor powered cycles left the factory, 100 in number.  
This was overshadowed however by the production of 7,000 cycles.  
Engines were from other suppliers including Minerva from Belgium 
and ZL (or Zedel) from Switzerland.  By 1904 NSU were producing 
their own engines and by 1908 they were supplying other 
manufacturers who, like NSU a few years earlier, were painting their 
names on the tank. 
The 1905 NSU is the first year of the unique 'pull rod' mechanically 
assisted inlet valve and the equally uniquely arranged leaf spring front 
forks, the spring blades following the curve of the forks. 

Frame numbering was consecutive from the start, useful information for the restorer. 
The 1905 NSU featured here has a 3hp 75mm x 75mm engine,  although smaller and larger sizes were 
available, even a 4hp twin.  Ignition is by an Eisemann low tension magneto with a separate wood cased 
high tension coil carried in a separate compartment in the oil tank. The carburettor is best described as an 
invention of the devil.  While the float and mixing chambers are of 
the simple type, the throttle is operated by rotating a tube which 
extends to the top of the fuel tank. The tube is the extra air inlet, in 
turn controlled by a sleeve within, uncovering a port when rotated 
by another lever. 
One innovation which would have made a lot of money for NSU is 
the two-speed gear contained in the engine pulley.  These were 
sold as an accessory to be fitted to other makes as well as to NSU, 
and they were one of the first satisfactory free engine devices 
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available.  While the epicyclic gears are tiny, the clever lubrication by a drilled main shaft breathing 
crankcase fumes into the gear seems to have given the unit a longer life than might be expected.  The first 
requirement to ride the NSU is that the rider have four hands, two for the handlebars where the valve lifter 
and rear brake levers are located, one for the ignition clutch and gears on the left of the tank and one for the 
throttle and air on the right.  Oh yes, there is also the hand oil pump for this hand too. 

The procedure to get under way is worth re-counting. With petrol on and 
carburettor primed, ignition half advanced and the gear in high, start 
pedalling. The engine fires and is brought to idle by ignition and throttle 
adjustments and neutral selected.  With the rear brake applied to stop the 
wheel spinning, lower the stand and mount up. The trick is then to open 
the throttle with the right hand, engage the clutch carefully with the left, 
and move off with no hands left for steering.  Those who have witnessed 
this process say it is frightening to watch.  They should try it from where I 
sit. 
The model was fairly popular in its day, often featuring in competition 
results of the time.  I had collected many parts over the years, and had 
seven timing cases at one point.  They have been disbursed to various 

enthusiasts, but so far as I am aware, this is the only running example in Australia.  I bought it for two 
pounds, provided by my Grandfather, while I was still at High School.  The previous owner must have 
wondered about a schoolboy wanting the remains of such a thing, and I suspect it was because he had 
collected so many early motorcycles that it was possible for me to have the NSU.  It has been with me for 
over 50 years. 

Terry Parker 

 

 Early Photos 

 
 

Would anyone like to try and identify these cars, and the people in them? 
Last months car was correctly identified by Hamish McDonald as a 1906 Wayne. 
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‘Advertisement’ 

 

The first Fords at Le Mans.  Charles Montier and the French Racing Fords 
 
Most of us tend to think that Fords did not play much of a part at Le Mans until the early 1960s. But that is 
not quite the case. Charles Montier, a French Ford dealer, (called “Le Sorcier” by the locals long before 
Gordini) entered the famous endurance race in 1923, 1924 and 1925. Few people even realise that a Model 
T Ford not only raced in that gruelling event (won by a Chenard Walcker) but finished in 14th place in the 
first ever 24 hours of Le Mans. But the Montier-Fords were just getting a start; amazingly, by the 1930s 
Montier-Fords would participate in a number of Grand Prix events, racing against Alfa Romeo, Mercedes 
Benz and Bugatti. 
Charles Montier was the son of a blacksmith in rural France. While still in his teens, he helped his father 
build a steam powered wagon that scared the locals. From there he moved to Paris and on to a varied career 
in the burgeoning French motor car world including a spell building racers for Darracq, ultimately setting up 
his own business based around selling, modifying and racing Fords. 
The Grand Prix Montier-Fords 
Encouraged by his efforts at Le Mans, Montier kept up the development of his Ford based racers and 
appeared at many events throughout France and Belgium and even made occasional forays to Grands Prix as 
far away as Spain and Morocco. Joined later by his son Ferdinand, the Montier team often fielded two cars 
and even sold a few to amateur racer customers.  
Montier’s career had many ups and downs and side projects that all serve to show the combination of 
determination and engineering skill that possibly deserve more recognition than he currently enjoys. He 
raced against some of the greats of the day, often gaining class victories, and such names as Tazio Nuvolari, 
and Albert Divo, Giovanni Agnelli, and the King of Spain all are part of the Montier’s story. 
The car that ran at the first Le Mans 24 has been restored in France and has made appearances in recent 
years at the Le Mans Classic event surprising all who had thought that Ford’s participation in the famous 
‘Vingt-Quatre Heures du Mans’ had started with the legendary GT40! 
 
Parts of this story have been told in French 
publications over the years but little was ever 
written about his exploits in English. In 
addition, this VeloceToday Select Folio 
includes period photos and a complete listing 
of all races, hillclimbs, and Grands Prix 
entered by the Montier-Fords from 1921-
1934. 
A  32 page ‘Folio’ landscape format booklet 
measuring 21.7cm by 14cm it is published by 
VeloceToday and available from the author 
(c’est moi) for US$20 including postage to 
anywhere. 
Send an email to; cmscarstuff@bigpond.com 
and I will forward a Paypal invoice that enables you to pay securely by credit card.  Books will be mailed 
immediately after the holiday season. 
 


