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The Count Down is ON. . . .  Weekend Rally Entries NOW 

DUE! 
• ACCOMMODATION: If you have not already booked your accommodation for the rally 

(11-13th April 2014), please hurry to ensure you obtain a room.  

Contact: Hahndorf Accommodation & Caravan Park (mention you are with the Veteran 

Car Club of SA)  

Phone: (08) 8388 7921 

Address: 145a Main Street Hahndorf SA 5245 

• ENTRIES: Rally Entry Forms and fees are NOW DUE and should be sent ASAP to the Rally Secretary - Di Barber 

Postal Address: Rally Secretary, C/- VCCSA, P.O. Box 193, Unley B.C. SA 5061   

Pay In person: at our February Gathering.  

 

From Your Secretary: 
Calendar of Events 2014:  Reflecting on all the runs and other events our club has been involved with over 
the past 12 months, and will repeat again during 2014, one finds they soon add up to a large number of 
occasions when our veteran motors get an opportunity to venture out of the shed and bring a little surprise 
and enjoyment into those who happen to see and experience them.  In the January edition I mentioned a 
number of additional opportunities for our club to experience and there are more in the pipeline.  As such, 
the Committee has put together a yearlong ‘Calendar of Events’ to aid in your planning.  A hard copy of this 
document will be available at the upcoming February Gathering, and an electronic copy will also be sent out 
to members.  I hope it will be a useful document in reminding you of Club Gatherings and Runs as well as 
other events the VCCSA are involved with, but are managed by different associations or groups, such as the 
Down Under London to Brighton or the Bay to Birdwood Run, etc.   
All dates in the Calendar are assumed correct at time of printing, but are subject to change.  The Rally 
Director and the Committee will still continue to remind you in each Bulletin of that month’s event and any 
other changes regarding event dates later in the year.  The role of the calendar is to try and give you a ‘big 
picture’ of when different events take place so you can select and pace yourself and your vehicle in 
preparation for whatever takes your fancy.  In an ideal world it would be great to see everyone at every 
event, but in this hectic work, I realise this is not possible.  I hope the calendar meets with your approval. 
Change to May Gathering Date (Now the 14

th
 of May):  Due to the National 1 and 2 Cylinder Rally 

taking place in Robe from the 4th – 9th of May, the Committee had opted to push back the monthly 
Gathering to the 14 of May.  This change in date has been suggested to allow an invitation to entrants in the 
Robe Rally to either join our May Gathering and/or our monthly Club Run on the 11th.  It is always great 
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fun to take part in a run with vehicles we seldom see or are from our interstate or overseas veteran vehicle 
colleagues. 
Annual VCCSA Weekend Rally: As you have already seen, ‘The Count Down is 

on to the Weekend Rally.’  It is hoped that those taking part in the 

rally can finalise their entries by the end of this month so the rally 

organisers can tally numbers and prepare for the event without stressing 

at the last minute.  We are all looking forward to an enjoyable 

experience; and prompt return of entry forms and payments will achieve 

this.  If accommodation is yet to be booked, contact the Hahndorf 

Accommodation & Caravan Park (mention you are with the Veteran Car Club 

of SA) Phone: (08) 8388 7921 and entries can be paid in person at the 

February Gathering direct to Di Barber or after this, posted to the 

Rally Secretary: C/- VCCSA, P.O. Box 193, Unley B.C. SA 5061.  Rally 

entry forms will be available at the upcoming Gathering. 

 

Hamish McDonald – VCCSA Secretary  
 

 From the Chairman 
The Club is moving into 2014 with a more diversified range of meeting and events. 
The Australia Day gathering of members and their vehicles saw well over ten veteran vehicles and two or 
three non veterans. The weather was beautiful, and the run was short and different up to Brownhill Creek 
and return. 
This week’s meeting is a presentation by the brassiest man we know, Mal Roberts. A meeting that is not to 
be missed! 
With regard to the possibility of your club becoming a full member of the national AVCCA, we have had a 
meeting with the two nominated AVCCA representatives, Peter Templer  and Julian McNeil, and a 
representative from each club ( SCC of SA and VCC of SA) ( Jon Pyle and myself) with the intention of 
setting up a document to for the agreement of both clubs. As a result of this meeting, a draft was issued late 
in December and our club discussed the proposed document at the committee meeting last Wednesday. With 
minor grammatical alterations and points of clarification offered, our club has agreed that this document is 
to go the next step for presentation to the AVCCCA. 
It was mentioned in the last Newsletter of the possibility of a commemorative event in memory of Graham 
Treloar. The committee has recommended that the now annual One and Two Cylinder Run          (Creepy 
Crawly Run) will be conducted this year as a commemorative event to remember the passing of past 
member Graham Treloar. 
Regarding the Hahndorf weekend on 11th to 13th April this year, even though we asked that entries be in by 
28th March, the club would like your entry forms in as soon as possible please? At the moment there is three 
times the number of rooms booked than there are entries for the event. We would like that gap to lessen if 
possible please? 
In this issue we are posting this year’s events on a full A4 page calendar for your reference, so that you can 
diarise the club events earlier. 
As always, happy veteran motoring! 

Phil Keane 

 

 From the Editor. 
Please accept my apologies for the appearance of this edition of the Bulletin.  Normally Sheena and I spend 
a lot of time proof reading articles, correcting the bad spelling, bad grammar and even worse punctuation. 
This month I have been told that my layout should be altered, so this has been done without any editing or 
proof reading.  If any member has nothing better to do with their time, the club will be looking for a new 
editor for the Bulletin very shortly. 

Tony 
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  Meetings 
The Club holds informal gatherings at 8pm on the 
first Wednesday of each month, except January, at 
the Colonel Light Gardens RSL, Dorset Ave.  
Park behind on what was the bowling green, enter 
from Windsor Ave.  Assemble at 7.30 for a pre-
meeting chat. The only formal club meeting is the 
Annual General Meeting, held on the first 
Wednesday in July each year. 
Wednesday 5

th
 February. Mal Roberts (the 

Genie of the lamps) is going to explain how he 
rebuilds brass lamps etc.  And perhaps Julian will 

show us some before and after photos of the 
lamps that he has run over, and Mal has restored. 
Wednesday 5

th
 March. ‘Reverse Engineering of 

historic components’ using CAD, laminated 
patterns etc. A presentation by Ian Lawrence, who 
is producing CAD drawings to make patterns, 
cores and core boxes for reproducing parts.  He 
has examples, but would look at any parts that 
members brought to discuss reproduction. 
Wednesday 2

nd
 April.  Leon Mitchell has agreed 

to give us one of his interesting talks.  Subject 
unknown at this time, but it is sure to be good. 

 

 Upcoming events 
Sunday 9

th
 February Beach Run and Brunch.    Meet at Veal Gardens 8.30 for a 9.00am departure. 

The run will take us along the coast from West Beach to Semaphore where 
we will stop for Brunch.  
(Note! All British Day is also on this date). 

Sunday 2
nd

 March A combined run with the Vintage and Veteran Section of the SCC, to The 
Power of the Past, at Mt Barker.  Meet at the Foodland car park corner of 
Glen Osmond and Fullarton Rds (opp. The Arkaba), 9am for a 9.30am 
departure.  Entry to the showground will be $7 per car with 2 occupants. 

Sunday 16
th

 March Police Barracks Visit. Meet at Veal Gardens 8.30 for 9.00am departure.  
We will drive to the Police Barracks and start with a B.B.Q. breakfast, 
followed by a talk by Paul Bryant then view the police historic vehicles.  
After this event you may wish to go to the Historic Gathering Day at the 
Adelaide park Lands. 

Saturday 29
th

 March Flinders Park Primary School Centenary. Meet at Veal Gardens 9.30 for 
10.00 am departure. We will be parking our cars on the school oval for 
display. There will be plenty to see there and food to buy there during if you 
are hungry. We will be located near the access gate and can leave at any time 
we desire. 

Sunday 6
th

 April Garage visit at Nairne. Meet at Waite Institute Gates, Fullarton Road 8.30am 
for 9.00am departure or travel straight to James McInness house 33 Shakes 
Road Nairne. arriving about 9.30am. We have been invited to James 
McInness house at Nairne for scones Jam and cream, and to see his steam car 
projects. 

 Another car lost 
A rare 1921 record breaking 6 cylinder 4½ Litre Th. 
Schneider is going to Retromobile in Paris to be sold 
this February after recently going back to Europe for 
the first time since it was new. These cars were raced 
around the world and during the 1920's at the likes of 
the famous Le Man race track competing with Bentley, 
Bugatti, Mercedes and Alfa Romeo. It will be the first 
time since its constructed that it will be in its homeland 
of France. 
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  Australia Day Breakfast Run.  
 

         
 
The run before our breakfast was planned to be a short one, however the first instruction on the run sheet 
was incorrect and sent the cars off in the wrong direction adding to the travel time. 
The drive took us past the Brownhill Creek Caravan Park and past a proposed dam until we reached the car 
park along side the old manure pits. We parked here for a while and waited for the ones that had got lost 
(understandably) to arrive. It was here that David Chantrell demonstrated how to adjust the band on a T 
model Ford when all of the components are hot. The drive was long enough as things were starting to warm 
up by the time we arrived back at the Buongiorno car park.  
We finished the morning with about 30 of us stayed for breakfast at the Buongiorno Caf'e. 
 

 Some photos from Graham’s funeral 
 

   
 

 Wanted 
Has anybody ever seen one of these “Holden” marked parts before? 
Significant research is being undertaken about the early period of 
Holden Motor Bodies.  
If anybody can shed any information on this topic please call David 
Chantrell 0423 115 813. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 They walk among us 
My sister has a lifesaving tool in her car, which is designed to cut through a seat belt if she gets trapped.  
She keeps it in the car boot! 
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 1909 FN Single cylinder 
Until 1908 FN single cylinder motorcycles were belt driven in the conventional way.  They were unique 
however in that the engine was mounted in a divided front down bar of the frame.  In other words, the front 
down tube split at the engine and passed around it.  This same feature was carried over into the shaft driven 
model introduced in 1909.  
The engine was turned through 90 degrees and drove through a cone clutch into a two speed gearbox.  
Unlike the four cylinder model, the driving shaft is exposed, and drives through a cardan joint into the 
crown wheel and pinion rear axle. 
Very few motor cycles are so designed, the Militaire from USA and the Wilkinson from England spring to 
mind. BMW many years later followed the same layout for both twin and single cylinder models.  The 
single BMW having another unique similarity with the 1920's FN in its side operating kick starter.  The 
frame and forks of the single have many similarities to the fours of equal year.  However the front forks 
differ for the single, where each articulated blade contains a pair of springs within the tubes, between which 
a piston is sandwiched.  The pistons are attached to struts rigidly connected to the steering head.  Whether 
by accident or design, when the pistons are a reasonable fit and lubricated, there is a definite damping effect 
through compressing air in the fork tube.  A precursor of the Teledraulics of 20 years later? 
The engine, like so much of the FN , is also unconventional in that the 
crankcase and cylinder are one piece.  The lower half of the crankcase 
separates at the main shaft, motor car sump style.  As with the earlier 
singles and fours the crankcase is of fine grade and quite thin cast iron.  
FN cars of the same period also followed the practice for crankcase and 
gearbox where most were using aluminium.  The FN factory obviously 
had foundry techniques as good as anything available now, and Belgium 
is still regarded as the best source of fine iron casting.  Another 
interesting feature of the one-piece cylinder and crankcase is the access 
to the double side valves.  No screwed plugs to seize and fret with heat 
corrosion but a single oblong plug rounded at the ends and held in place 
by a substantial bayonet- fixed cross bar and set screw. 
The magneto is uniquely FN.  Like the Fours it is flange mounted to the timing case clearing the front 
mudguard only just.  Because these magnetos are dedicated the Bosch numbering is likely to date the 
motorcycle as well as the magneto.  For the first year of production only, illustrations show double magnets 
and for all models the timing was fixed.  FN developed the simple carburettor very early in the piece and 
retained the design to 1910 for the singles. They were also sold in quantity to other small volume 
assemblers.  However, with the simplicity of the carburettor came the complexity of a separate throttle 
valve. 
On the early belt drive models this was achieved by incorporating the throttle with the automatic overhead 
inlet valve housing.  When the side valve 1909 model arrived that option was lost and a separate barrel 
valve was inserted half way along the inverted ‘U’ of the brass inlet pipe.  A separate air control sleeve is 
attached to the body of the carburettor and controlled by a duplicate of the throttle system. 
For 1910 and beyond the more complex variable venturi carburettor as fitted to the four was also used on 
the singles, although an extra air collar is still used.  It is hard to imagine why they bothered when the 
complexity still failed to provide automatic mixture correction.  Also in 1910 the cone clutch was replaced 
by a multi-plate disc affair, which is too heavy for the little built-up crankshaft.  Years ago a friend bought a 
collection of FN motorcycles, including no less than six of those motors all with destroyed crankcases, 
crankshafts and con rods, through the mass of the flywheel either working loose from its taper or working 
the crankshaft apart.  There was no evidence of the same thing with the cone clutch model, one of which ran 
regularly in rallies here in the 1960’s.  
With various changes, the model continued until 1922 or so when it was replaced by a more conventional 
chain drive 350 cc with outside flywheel.  

Terry Parker 
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Torrens Pde Ground about 1965, Gosse De Dion in background 

 

 Is it genuine 
‘That $2.5m classic Jaguar you’re eyeing may be a fake’ 
So reads the headline in the Wednesday 18 December edition of the Australian Financial Review, which 
David Bishop dropped in the other day.  The article goes on to tell us that in the 1930’s British sports car 
maker MG produced 33 MGK3, and many will remember that the Bradys in Adelaide owned one previously 
raced by Prince Bira of Siam. They say that anyone wanting one now has over 100 to choose from. 
Vauxhall is not much better, with over 50 acknowledged replicas but at least their Register lists them as 
such. 
They cite another case where a consultant in Switzerland was offered an Alfa Romeo racer, said to have 
been found in Northern Italy.  The buyer did some homework and discovered that a car carrying the same 
numbers was destroyed in a fiery crash in a race in Sebring.  
A visit to the website of ‘Pur Sang’ will show the Bugatti re-creations being produced there which were 
threatening to flood the world, being much less expensive than the real thing.  Recent news from the UK is 
that they are no longer acceptable in historic events, so maybe the flood will be reduced to a trickle.  Those 
vehicles of course do not comply with Australian Design Rules for new vehicles, and should not be road 
registered. 
‘Pur Sang’ also produce Broad Track Indians, and new belt drive Harleys, Excelsiors and others have been 
available for a while. 
The article quotes FIVA’s Bernhart Kaluza, who tells us that some gather up rusty screws and washers to 
use while one outfit bought an old theatre in France to get the old leather from its seats.   Norman Schroder 
from TUV in Germany, a technical motor vehicle testing company said that they are seeing an increasing 
number of fakes, and are resorting to metallurgy to detect them. ‘It is organised crime because it’s expensive 
to build such cars and you need expensive infrastructure to do it’ he said.  
This is a long way from anything we confront, but the principles are the same. We all put new spark plugs 
and tyres on our vehicles, and in some cases, even major parts have to be replaced without which the vehicle 
is headed for a museum.  Our Historic Registration Code allows the substitution of parts from a donor 
vehicle up to 5 years different, provided it is of the same make and model.  That’s one thing, where starting 
with the idea and making the rest, or altering parts from a different model to represent another is something 
else.  What we do in our own back yard is our own business, and it is usually without a malevolent thought 
in mind- problem is that once created, the legacy can haunt others for years to come.    Looks like the world 
is starting to catch on. 

Terry Parker 
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 Catastrophe avoided (we hope)!! 
Mention has been made of the 1908 Argyll being restored by Julian McNeil, the motor for which is 
temporarily with me.  A photo of the crankcase full of almond shells left by ratus ratus after a banquet was 
shown in these pages.  Not previously shown was the crankshaft, once extracted and before dismantling for 
the crank grinder, shown below.  The oil slinger rings were attached as shown, and I puzzled on their 
purpose.  The handbook speaks of flinging oil up the bores, but that’s about it.  The engines are French 
Asters, first imported whole, then later made by Argyll under licence, so maybe they didn’t know much 
about the design features. 
A friend with experience far greater called by last week, and was looking at the various bits of motor, 
including the crank, and I pointed out the mystery of purpose of the now detached slingers.  He had 
assembled a BMW motorcycle engine which he recalled, had a similar device but fitted such that a hole in 
the ring corresponded with the crankpin centre, forcing oil into it.   
With a slinger in hand I rotated the shaft 180 degrees, and wallah!!  It fits. 
On a few previous occasions, sometimes when people have said ‘I restored it exactly as I found it’ I have 
thought what a pity.  This time my friend had the good manners not to make the same comment to me.  
Could have been a disaster, and maybe explains why the big ends were found disassembled, shot to pieces. 
‘The other photos show things as they were meant to be.   
The final shot is of the Heath Robinson patent maggie drive needed to drive it at crank rather than cam 
speed.  Argyll used a Bosch HDh maggie, 4 sparks per revolution, which we are told were never much good 
from new.  They have a stationary ‘H’ core surrounded by a rotating sleeve, and like the later and cheaper 
‘NU’ series, also with no distributor, work by bringing out to the slip ring both ends of the HT winding.  At 
best, half the usual HT output is seen by the plugs, and because it runs at camshaft speed, only half the 
energy and therefore voltage is generated in the first place.  Needless to say, they were replaced early in 
their service life. 

Terry Parker 
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 Humber  England 1898–1976 
Thomas Humber’s bicycle business was established in Coventry in 1868.  It was therefore no surprise that 
the company’s first vehicles to be powered by an internal combustion engine were tricycles and 
quadricycles.  These led to the Humberette of 1903, with a tubular frame and a single cylinder 5hp engine.  
By 1905 the range of Humbers included two and four cylinder cars ranging from the 5hp to a 10/12hp four.  
A three cylinder 9hp put in a brief appearance in 1903-04.  But from 1905 the two cylinder cars were 
dropped, the range consisting of 10/12 and 16/20 models, with a 15hp appearing in 1907.  It was back to 
twins in 1908, and 1913 saw the Humberette name revived for an air-cooled vee-twin 8hp (later examples 
were water cooled).  Mention should be made of the team of cars F. T. Burgess designed for the 1914 
Tourist Trophy race.  These used four cylinder 3.3litre twin overhead camshaft engines, but suffered 
teething troubles in the race and failed to show their mettle.  The post-war years saw the company establish 
a reputation for themselves by producing solid, well-mannered cars.  Side valve engines were favoured up 
until 1922, but after this date overhead inlet/side exhaust engines appeared, the 8/18 of 1923 being a typical 
example.  Other excellent fours a 9/20 and 14/40hp, consolidated the company’s position by 1927, that year 
also seeing the appearance of a fashionable six: the 20/55hp model.   
However, 1930 saw the take-over of the company by the Rootes brothers and the appearance of two more 
sixes, the 2.1litre16/50 and 3.5litre Snipe.  The final departure of the overhead inlet/side exhaust engine 
came in 1932, Humber settling down to their traditional role of providing cars for the upper middle classes.  
The following year came the 1.7litre four cylinder 12hp, though by the end of the decade the company was 
only producing six cylinder models, the 4.1litre Super Snipe and its variants being made during the Second 
World War.  After the war, production of these side valve sixes continued, the Snipe and 4.1litre Pullman 
range being augmented by a 2litre four cylinder engine of Hillman origins in the Hawk.  Overhead valves 
did not appear on the Supper Snipe and Pullman until the 1953 season, while the Hawk did not acquire them 
for another year; 1959 saw the re-emergence of the Super Snipe (it having been dropped for a short time) 
with a 2.7litre engine, though this was later upped to 3litres.   
The ailing Rootes Group was taken over by the Chrysler Corporation in 1964, the Sceptre of that year being 
a more luxurious version of the Hillman Minx, this having a four cylinder engine of 1.7litre capacity.  This 
was the only upholder of the Humber name, the re-styled Sceptre being phased out in 1976. 
 

Source: The Illustrated Encyclopedia of Automobiles by David Burgess Wise 

 

 
 

       


