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 Semaphore Breakfast run Sunday9
th

 Feb 

 

 
 
Sunday morning saw the Chantrell family early for once.  So early, we were driving around the CBD of 
Adelaide looking for an open cafe to buy a takeaway coffee.  Nearly as elusive as gold at Sochi, we did 
finally find a Cibo that had just opened. 
At the start John and Pat Treloar in the 1912 Hotchkiss already waiting.  Through the morning we were 
joined by Ian and Trish with the 1913 Ford and Barry and Daphne Bahnisch with the 1912 Rover.  Barry’s 
daughter and grandchildren joined to a make small group. 
By 9am this was our entire contingent. I suppose the 43°C on the day before and clashing with the “All 
British Day” were just some of the reasons for our small number.  However, as a small group we decided to 
choose our own route to see the newly arrived City Of Adelaide clipper ship. 
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The City of Adelaide (1864) and Cutty Sark (1869) are the last two clipper ships surviving in the world 
today.  The Cutty Sark, now moored at Greenwich in England, is famous for carrying tea from China and 
wool from Sydney, Australia to Britain.  The City of Adelaide is famous for being specially designed as a 
passenger ship.  Over a quarter of a century the City of Adelaide carried English, Scottish, Cornish, German, 
Danish, Irish and other migrants to the Free Colony of South Australia. 
It was an uneventful trip through town, North Adelaide, past the old Clipsal site, down Port Road to Port 
Adelaide to sneak around the back docks and wool stores.  I had been down the Port a few times during last 
week to see the ship.  I was very keen to see the City of Adelaide off the cargo vessel and on dry land to see 
actually how big, or how small in today’s terms, she really is. 
We were able to get relatively close and find a spot where we could line up for a photo.  It is not often in the 
VCCSA that we find transport things older than most of our cars, but we were outclassed and outdated by 
the grand old lady herself.  This was her first time back in South Australia since 1884, some 130 years.  
She had a chequered history, you can log onto www.cityofadelaide.org.au to find out more. 
From here we all wandered down to Semaphore road.  Wow, was it busy.  Not only did we struggle to find 
car parking but the cafe we planned to go to was so busy there were no seats left.  Trish came to the rescue 
here as she knew of another cafe a little further down.  Luckily they had a big table free and all 14 of us 
enjoyed a huge home cooked style breakfast with each other’s company.  How John and Pat managed to eat 
the monstrous steak sandwiches still has me in disbelief! 
All in all we had a lovely morning.  Those who did not come, well and truly missed out! 

David Chantrell 

 
 

 From the Secretary 
New Memberships:  I am very pleased to announce and welcome two new members to the Veteran Car Club 
of South Australia – Michael Oxspring and Geoffrey Mitton.  Both members bring a mixed perspective and 
past experiences of veteran vehicles, but like us all, share a deep interest in veteran motoring.  We are 
especially pleased to welcome Geoffrey to the VCCSA; the new custodian of “Daisy-belle” – John Wein-
Smith’s 1904 De Dion Bouton.  It is great to see such a prominent and historic Adelaide vehicle with a deep 
connection to the preservation and advocacy of the veteran car movement in SA, remaining here and 
hopefully joining us on some runs in the future. 
Welcome to the Veteran Car Club of SA, Michael and Geoffrey. 
Reminder: Change to May gathering date.  Due to the National 1 and 2 Cylinder Rally taking place in Robe 
from 4th–9th May, the gathering has been pushed back by one week to 14th May. 
Reciprocal Newsletters: Just a reminder to all members attending the gathering that the orange folder 
(usually at the front of the hall) contains many of the newsletters we receive from other like motoring clubs.  
In this folder you will find some great reading and items from other AVCCA clubs as well as a number of 
SA clubs.  Feel free to help yourself to the folder and take out the newsletters/magazines that interest you.  
Some good ones to read are: ‘The Edwardian’, the VSCC ‘Vintage Bulletin’, the VCCA Queensland 
‘Veteran Torque’ and the HMVC ‘Steering Column’. 
 

Hamish McDonald 

 

 From the Chairman 
Thanks go to Mal Roberts for his laconic style presentation on all things brass at our last meeting.  Club 
members’ interest was indicated in the large number of our members and spouses who attended on the 
evening.  Thank you for your presentation and the brass display Mal. 
The run to Semaphore last month was depleted in numbers compared with the January run.  The apologies 
from a Napier and Siddeley Deasy for their non attendance due to other commitments, local and intrastate, 
and the All British Day generally, may have taken their toll.  Due to the smaller numbers within the group, 
and the recent arrival of the City of Adelaide clipper, the group took the opportunity to go and visit the new 
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arrival of the unrestored veteran ship. A report of the event is presented elsewhere in the bulletin. Thank you 
David. 
This month’s meeting is a presentation on the use of new technology to assist in the restoration of our 
vehicles.  Please come along for what should be another interesting presentation. 
Final entries are due this month for the April weekend run based at Hahndorf with runs through the 
undulating Adelaide Hills area.  It is not intended that we will be part of the Sunday crawl down the main 
street of Hahndorf, but it will be worth a visit if you have the time. 
There are three runs this month, one of which was on last weekend for a Club run to the Power of the Past 
exhibition at Mount Barker. 
The second is not on our normal ‘first Sunday after our meeting qualification’ as that weekend will be a 
long weekend.  This run is to the Police Barracks at Thebarton on 16th March, more details are in this 
edition of the bulletin. 
The third is an invitation to the Flinders Park Primary School Centenary celebrations.  As most of our 
vehicles have had, or about to have, their own centenary, your committee suggested this should be a 
worthwhile event to attend.  Again, more details are provided in this bulletin. 
Happy veteran motoring, 

Phil Keane 

 
 

  Meetings 
The Club holds informal gatherings at 8pm on the 
first Wednesday of each month, except January, at 
the Colonel Light Gardens RSL, Dorset Ave.  
Park behind on what was the bowling green, enter 
from Windsor Ave.  Assemble at 7.30 for a pre-
meeting chat. The only formal club meeting is the 
Annual General Meeting, held on the first 
Wednesday in July each year. 
Wednesday 5

th
 March. ‘Reverse Engineering of 

historic components’ using CAD, laminated 
patterns etc.  A presentation by Ian Lawrence, 

who is producing CAD drawings to make 
patterns, cores and core boxes for reproducing 
parts.  He has examples, but would look at any 
parts that members brought to discuss 
reproduction. 
Wednesday 2

nd
 April.  Leon Mitchell has agreed 

to give us one of his interesting talks.  Subject: A 
look at ‘Australian Made’ vehicles in the veteran 
years, the people who made them, and the parts 
that went into them. 
Wednesday 14

th
 May.  Photos and reports from 

the Robe National 1 and 2 cylinder rally. 

 

 Upcoming events 
Sunday 16

th
 March Police Barracks Visit.  Meet at Veale Gardens 8.00 for 8.30am departure.  

You may wish to bring a thermos of tea to have before we depart the gardens 
as we will not be having a breakfast at the Barracks.  We will have about a 20 
minute drive to the Thebarton Barracks and start with a talk by Paul Bryant 
then view the police historic vehicles.  After this event you may wish to go to 
the Historic Gathering Day at the Adelaide Park Lands. 

Saturday 29
th

 March Flinders Park Primary School Centenary. Meet at Veale Gardens 9.30 for 
10.00am departure.  We will be parking our cars on the school oval for 
display.  There will be plenty to see and food to buy there if you are hungry. 
We will be located near the access gate and can leave at any time we desire. 

Sunday 6
th

 April Garage visit at Nairne.  Meet at Waite Institute gates, Fullarton Road 8.30 for 
9.00am departure.  On this occasion you may prefer to travel in something a 
little more modern than a veteran car.  Alternatively travel directly to James 
McInnes’ house 33 Shakes Rd, Nairne to arrive about 9.30am.  We have been 
invited to James' house for home cooked scones, jam and cream and to view 
his steam car projects. 

11
th

 - 13
th

 April VCCSA Annual Weekend Rally to be held at Hahndorf. 
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 The March run to Thebarton 
About 9 months ago I had the opportunity to take part in a driving seminar run by the SA Police.  The full 
course consisted of two parts, of which one is, I think, very relevant to the members of our Club.  This 
concentrated on an update to road rules and driving which may have been modified since drivers took their 
driving licence test. 
Without putting too fine a point on it, I think most veteran car drivers and riders in the VCCSA would have 
passed their driving test more than ten years ago – indeed, most of us several years more.  Perhaps it is time 
we brought ourselves up-to-date, as nearly all of us drive daily (though not in our veteran vehicles). 
Senior Constable First Class Paul Bryant requested me to invite, on his behalf, all Club members to attend 
his presentation at our chosen time, and I indicated the summer months would be more likely to attract us in 
our veteran vehicles, and a Sunday would be best for our members.  “No worries, and I’ll arrange for a 
barbecue” was his reply.  He has also arranged for us to view the Police Vehicle Museum while we are at 
the Thebarton complex. 
This has been arranged for Sunday 16th March, with a start from Veale Gardens (South Terrace) after 
meeting at 8.30am, then a short drive to Thebarton for the cooked breakfast.  Entry to the carpark is via 
Bonython Park (opposite the Coca Cola factory at the traffic lights).  In all seriousness, I urge our Club 
members to seriously consider attending this event, even in their modern cars if the veteran is “hors de 
combat”.  It will be both enlightening and entertaining, and I believe will make us all a little more 
comfortable handling modern day traffic conditions. 

Howard 

 
 

 For sale 
1916 Model T Ford:  Rolling 
Chassis kit: 
Engine No C63886.  Last of the 
brass radiator era.  Period 
correct mechanical components 
to restore as an original car or 
would make a great speedster 
project.  Engine and 
Transmission complete with 
accessories approx Aug 1916, 
includes correct smooth pedal 
hogs head, inlet and exhaust 
manifolds, side plates, fan and 
mount etc.  Front axles, stub 
axles, wheel hubs, steering links, 
wish bone, steering column and 
wheel with spares. 

Rear axle complete correct smooth backing plate 
housings including a complete axle spare, drive 
shaft and tube with enclosed bearing spool, uni 
joint , leaf spring. 
Wheels: 1 set of 30 x 3½ demountable BE wheels 
and rims + 1 set of 30 x 3 BE wheels + 3 x 30 x 
3½ BE tyres good for rolling.  Also includes, coil 

box and lid + 4 x usable coils, headlamps, side 
lights and tail light parts, fuel tank, fire wall 
brackets and many other small parts. 
I also have patterns for mudguards, bonnet and 
firewall that can be copied.  This is a mechanical 
kit only with no body, will not separate $1250 ono 
Please Contact Graeme, mob: 04 07 08 2954 
email: gklockhart@yahoo.com.au  
Safety Bay, WA 6167 
 

 For sale 
1892 De Dion Bouton,  
190 Type G original, ex barn find, one family 

owner.  
Original papers, ready for “course 
a la lenteur Paris—Montmartre”. 
Please make an offer.   
Call Bernard 0427 083 338, 
Busselton WA.   
The car is located near  Geneva, 
France 
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 The motor cars of Ardmeen 
Most of us will know that Dr. Arthur Gault (1864-1917) owned a 1901 New Orleans car (March 1901), 
actually a re-badged Vivinus from Belgium.  George Brooks’ books show it in Gault’s hands (Book 1, p.2) 
and then later in the Rev. Bloyd’s ownership (Book 2 p.3). Ron Bloyd who was known to many of us was of 
course the Reverend’s son.  Arthur Gault moved to Australia to relieve his asthma, and because horses also 
had an aggravating effect, bought a car.  The passenger at the rear is thought to be John Gory, who later 
became Dr. Fred Steele-Scott’s chauffer and handyman.  Our leader Phil came across a booklet written 
about the history of ‘Ardmeen’, the house built by Dr. Gault at Hawthorn, better known these days as the 
Lenzerheide restaurant.  There is mention also of a Humber (Book 6, p.25), Belsize, Fiat and Oakland which 
are interesting to us.  The Humber seems to be the same model as restored and owned by our Victorian 
member, Alan Meredith.  That car was found in SA and one wonders----? 
The art of leadership leans heavily on delegation, and being a good leader, Phil delegated the job of 
extracting the relevant information to me.  Had he known what follows, there would have been a better 
candidate. 
Arthur Henry Gault arrived from Manchester in 1888, having married Mary Steele-Scott of County Tyrone 
in Ulster. The Steele-Scott family farm was, and still is ‘Ardmeen’ in Victoria.  Arthur’s mother and Mary 
were second cousins, and Mary’s younger brother was Fred Steele-Scott, the passenger shown in the New 
Orleans.  I understood that our own Nigel Steele-Scott  (Speedwell, Alvis, various Rolls and a Buick from 
their Victorian farm, ‘Ardmeen’) was Fred’s grandson, so I consulted him on the subject to learn that there 
was more to the story, and that Fred’s cars included a c.1911 Austin and two Leon Bollees (one shown in 
Book 11, p.34) can be added, but by then Fred had his own practice on Unley road opposite what is now 
Walford School, and is where the photo was taken.  The passenger is Nigel’s father.  The Bollee appears to 
be the same model as that restored and driven by Ken Hall in Tasmania, and those who know it are 
generally impressed by its quality and performance.  Nigel provided the additional information and 
untangled the family tree, described incorrectly in the Ardmeen booklet. 
The story of the medical practice, the part they played by WWI and the subsequent morphing into the 
Crafter Medical Centre built on what was the tennis court of ‘Ardmeen’ is an insight into life in the early 
years of the Colony.  For instance, the family’s cow was taken with them on holidays to Port Noarlunga to 
ensure an hygienic milk supply.  

Terry Parker 

              
 Dr Fred Steele-Scott’s 1912 14hp Leon Bollee, Nigel’s Father in the back.    His 1909 Humber 10/12hp, driver possibly John Gory, unknown passenger.

 

     His 1901 New Orleans (Vivinus), Dr. Gault driving, Dr. Steele-Scott passenger and at the rear, probably John Gory. 
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 A trip to Victor Harbor – Australia Day 2014  
My 1909 Cadillac Model 30 is an immensely practical veteran, that is now a pleasure to drive.  Others in the 
club, particularly Chris Whittle, remind me that it had its teething problems which I put down to it being 
used and stored in an extremely cold part of the world, i.e.Michigan and not used very much.  I well 
remember spending time underneath the vehicle, cleaning it with one of my best shirts while sorting out 
problems with the blocked fuel lines.  This had resulted from a peculiar form of sand like rust that had 
formed over years on the inside of the petrol tank and had been shaken loose with the more frequent use of 
the car now that it was in Australia.  It also performed below par on a National Rally in Ipswich and we 
found subsequently, with the help of Terry Parker, that in America they still use shellac to seal magneto 
windings and in the hot climate of Australia this can form a gooey and sticky concoction in the middle of 
the magneto.  I was lucky that it only caused ignition problems, rather than becoming stuck fast and 
breaking something.  Nonetheless all of these problems had been worked through and a trouble-free run at 
Shepparton convinced me that the car could now be considered reliable. 

An old school friend of mine, Michael Ahern, had invited me to 
lunch at his beach house in Encounter Bay on Australia day and this 
happened to coincide with the VCCSA morning run around Mitcham.  
So after having a very pleasant breakfast with fellow club members I 
set off for Victor Harbor.  Not wishing to be late I took the most 
direct route along the Victor Harbor Road up Willunga Hill and on to 
Victor.  The car performed beautifully, keeping up with modern 
traffic more than one might expect of a car of this age.  The day itself 
was beautiful, as one would hope on Australia Day, with clear blue 
skies and sunshine that was not about to fry you to a crisp.  The 

modern traffic however was a different story. I could not have picked a worse day.  Everyone in Adelaide, it 
would appear, had had the same idea as I did.  On such a good day a trip to Victor Harbor was in order! 
Much has been said in recent times about upgrading the Victor Harbor Road, but our state government 
apparently would rather build a giant monstrosity of an aerial freeway adjacent to the Wingfield dump than 
aiding the populace in speeding to their leisure pursuits.  And speed they do, it would appear that the sight 
of a veteran car on the Victor Harbor Road triggers a primitive response in 20-year-old men that causes 
them to maximally depress the accelerator on the car they are driving, however decrepit, to overtake said 
veteran, irrespective of road conditions.  An extension of this primitive reflex is the need to put their arm out 
the window, not only to display the wonderful snake tattoo that encircles their forearm, but to display the 
fact that the tattooist has not yet reached their middle finger. 
My being buffeted all the way to Victor Harbour by speeding modern traffic caused me to reflect on a 
debate that occurred several years ago in the Tasmanian club of which I've recently become a member.  
Does one pull over and run one's passenger wheels on the verge of the road to allow a trailing car to 
overtake without pulling over to the other side of the road or does one continue on at a sedate veteran pace 
taking ones place in the appropriate lane?  After all our cars are registered and have as much right to the 
Queen's highways as the metallic painted utes that are so impatient to see us in their rearview mirrors. 
Apparently conflicting police opinions on this matter were initially obtained, however the final opinion was 
that it was inappropriate to pull over and ride along the verge, although I understand there was a caveat that 
every effort should be made to allow the faster cars to overtake when safe. 
After a very pleasant lunch at Encounter Bay, I had to turn my mind to the trip home given that it was late 
afternoon at the end of a long weekend I was not going to chance the main Victor Harbour Road in my 
veteran for a second time.  I therefore chose the Inman Valley route back through Yankalilla and past 
Myponga.  This was not much better because although the traffic was less, there was less opportunity for 
trailing traffic to overtake. This proved too much for one load of youths.  This driver had a particularly loud 
voice and was able to give me a character reference, cast doubt on my parentage and advise me to increase 
my sexual activities, at the same time passing me at speed on a dangerous corner with his arm extended as 
previously described. 
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In order to gather my thoughts and to 'gird my loins' for the final part of my journey, I stopped at the petrol 
station at Aldinga. I also needed to drain some fluids from the driver, rather than the Cadillac, which was 
handling this journey somewhat better than I.  I learnt that these days some petrol stations don't cater for the 
urinary needs of drivers!  Just as I was about to get back in and face the road again, a car full of ‘gilded 
youths’ pulled up beside me.  It was obvious that they had made a significant contribution to the profits of 
the Carlton and United Brewery.  I only hoped they had appointed a designated driver because the one in the 
backseat who spoke to me had clearly disqualified himself from the task. As both his head and his eyes 
lolled around he gave me the following advice "What are you doing in that ancient old thing.  Get up with 
the times.  Don't you know that it is 2013 mate" I was then left in a cloud of exhaust and dust, thinking that 
the poor fellow must have missed New Year and the 26 days of January that had intervened.  We might be 
driving jalopy's and we might be buffeted by the impatient road users of today, but we are not that 
disoriented! 
I am of course being unfair.  The other road users that made such an impression on me in this trip were only 
a small minority.  Most road users were patient and ever willing to give a cheery wave and enjoy the sight of 
such an unusual vehicle taking to the roads on a holiday weekend.  But for the veteran driver unfortunately 
it is the impatient and extremely rude few that leave the biggest impression, however disoriented they might 
be. 

Julian McNeil 

 

2014 Weekend Rally2014 Weekend Rally2014 Weekend Rally2014 Weekend Rally    
Hahndorf 11Hahndorf 11Hahndorf 11Hahndorf 11thththth    –––– 13 13 13 13thththth April April April April    

Just a reminder to get your entry in for our weekend rally if you have not already done so. It promises to be 
a different weekend with a couple of venues we have never visited before. The array of vehicles entered 
thus far is amazing and will be well worth the effort of participating. 
The organising committee appreciate that some members are unable to enter for the full rally for many 
reasons. The organising committee have put together a timetable of where the rally will be, at what time. 
Please come along and join us wherever and whenever you can! 
 

Friday 11
th

 April 
10.30 am Start KFC Car Park, 383 Payneham Rd, Marden.  
Midday Lunch at Woodside Recreation Sports Grounds, Main Street (Onkaparinga Valley Rd), 

Woodside.  Food available at local shops and bakeries. 
2.30pm       Arrive at Hahndorf Accommodation & Caravan Park, 145A Main Street, Hahndorf. 
5.30pm Bar open. 
6.30pm         Dining Room open. 

Saturday 12
th

 April 
7.30am       Breakfast. 
9.00am         Depart for Woodside. 
10.00am      Arrive Melba’s Chocolate/Woodside Cheese Wrights for morning tea. 
11.30am      Depart for lunch. 
Midday      Arrive at “The Cedars” at Hahndorf for lunch. 
3.00pm         Depart “The Cedars”. 
5.30pm       Bar open. 
6.30pm         Dining Room open. 
 

Sunday 13
th

 April 
8.00am         Breakfast. 
10.00am      Depart for Littlehampton “Platform 1” railway museum. 
Midday Or any time after, depart for home. 
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