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 Visit to the Thebarton Police Barracks 

 

           
 
Despite a bleak and wintery start to the morning, which may well have been the cause of a rather small turn 
out of cars, the weather improved and the day became a memorable one.  Driving through the city on an 
early Sunday morning in a 100 year old car is a unique experience and one always wonders what other 
motorists in their modern cars must think when they see a convoy of veteran vehicles – be it only 3 or 4 
cars.  You see people turning their heads and the now obligatory mobile phone/camera being pointed in your 
direction.  I mention this as sometimes it’s the driver - and as those in attendance heard during the 
presentation from the Thebarton Barracks Road Safety Team - this can cause tragic results. 
Question: What is the current speed past an emergency services vehicle? 

Question: What is the ‘official’ blood alcohol level? 

Question: Who has the right of way with those tricky ‘zipper’ lanes? 

These and many more questions to do with the ever evolving road traffic rules were discussed after a very 
interesting presentation on the history of SAPOL, the Thebarton Barracks and a guided tour of the Police 
History Vehicle Museum to view the replica Black Maria.  It was interesting to hear that the Maria replica 
project was commenced by prisoners at Yatala, who promptly refused to work on it once they realised what 
it was!  If you want to test your own road rule knowledge – you can do this on the website: 
http://mylicence.sa.gov.au/road-rules  
A highlight of the morning was the opportunity to tour the stable areas and meet some of the Police Greys. 

Hamish McDonald
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 From the Chairman 
Well mad March has finished, and the autumnal weather has arrived at last!   
Much better for veteran motoring! 
Except for perhaps our run to the police barracks at Thebarton. The weather looked threatening for our run, 
and gave us a good shower of rain to discourage us even further at the start at Veale Gardens. Not to be 
daunted, at the recommendation of Howard and Di in the last newsletter, we proceeded on our run to the 
Thebbie Barracks, which is reported elsewhere in this bulletin. 
Thanks go to Ian Lawrence at our last meeting for his comprehensive presentation on the future of 
producing parts for our motor vehicles. 
We will still bemoan the lack of the lost trades that is happening though. 
Ian illustrated the future of 3D ‘drawings’ which are currently being manufactured in the form of a scaled 
object. The drawings can then be fed into your specialist machine, which can then manufacture your 
required component.  Not all projects are that simple.  But I’m sure it will be in the future. And how big are 
these 3D drawing machines going to become in ten years time? 
Thanks for your excellent presentation Ian.  
Even though only a few attended the Flinders Park School Centenary on the weekend, the event was 
successful in introducing the fun of veteran motoring to a new group of people. 
It looks like a busy month ahead, members are recommended to visit James McInnes’ house in their more 
comfortable vehicle for this day. 
Then the following weekend is the fellowship and fun weekend in the Adelaide Hills. 
With over 90 vehicles entered in the National One and Two Cylinder Rally at Robe during the first week in 
May. If you have the time to attend, it will be worth your while! 
There are TWO pre-1900 Peugeot motor cars attending for starters! 
Happy veteran motoring, 

Phil Keane 

 

 From the Secretary 
New Membership: I am very pleased to announce and welcome the latest member to join the Veteran Car 
Club of South Australia – James Davidson.  Some of you may have seen James driving the family’s single 
cylinder Rover.  It is great to see that this vehicle is continuing its life within the same family.  Welcome to 
the Veteran Car Club of SA, James. 
 
Final reminder – Our May Gathering will now take place on the 14th  
 

Hamish McDonald 

 
 

  Meetings 
The Club holds informal gatherings at 8pm on the 
first Wednesday of each month, except January, at 
the Colonel Light Gardens RSL, Dorset Ave.  
Park behind on what was the bowling green, enter 
from Windsor Ave.  Assemble at 7.30 for a pre-
meeting chat. The only formal club meeting is the 
Annual General Meeting, held on the first 
Wednesday in July each year. 

Wednesday 2
nd

 April.  Leon Mitchell has agreed 
to give us one of his interesting talks.  Subject: A 
look at ‘Australian Made’ vehicles in the veteran 
years, the people who made them, and the parts 
that went into them. 
Wednesday 14

th
 May.  Photos and reports from 

the Robe National 1 and 2 cylinder rally. 
Wednesday 4

th
 June.  Nothing decided as yet, 

watch this space for future developments. 
Wednesday 2

nd
 July.  A.G.M. 
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 Upcoming events 
Sunday 6

th
 April Garage visit at Nairne.  Meet at Waite Institute gates, Fullarton Road 8.30 for 

9.00am departure.  On this occasion you may prefer to travel in something a 
little more modern than a veteran car.  Alternatively travel directly to James 
McInnes’ house 33 Shakes Rd, Nairne to arrive about 9.30am.  We have been 
invited to James' house for home cooked scones, jam and cream and to view 
his steam car projects. 
 

11
th

 - 13
th

 April VCCSA Annual Weekend Rally to be held at Hahndorf. 
 

Sunday 11
th

 May An invitation has been issued to visiting Robe Rally entrants to join us for a 
Breakfast Run, starting and finishing at Caffe Buongiorno.  More details later. 

 

 Directions to James McInnes’ property, for Sunday 6
th

 April run 
Take freeway out of Adelaide to Mt Barker 
Exit at Mt Barker and head North past Bunnings to Littlehampton/Nairne 
Make sure you drive at 50 kph through Littlehampton as there are frequent revenue collectors on both sides 
of the old Princes Highway 
In the centre of Nairne turn right, (heading South), into Jeffrey Street 
just before the Fire Station and Post office 
Drive over the railway crossing, (providing there are no freight 
trains), cross Allargue/Edinborough Streets and Britannia Road at the 
top of the hill, (stop at the stop sign as there maybe more revenue 
collectors and high speed ‘Hill Billies’) 
At the very bottom of the hill, on your right, turn into Shakes Road 
I have a 1 acre frontage and the driveway is the second drive on your 
right: Number 37 Shakes Road 
Drive past the Garage and turn left onto the lawn in front of the house and park on the lawn back towards 
the road under the shade of the trees. 
If lost call James on 0400049144 
 
 

 For sale 
Steel tool trolley and mobile trolley 
Make me an offer. 
Tony Beaven 0407 716 162 
 
 

 For sale 
Shelving.  4 bays, heavy duty, shelves easily adjustable in 50mm 
increments.  Very sturdy. 
Overall size 3900 wide, 380 deep, 2410 high.  $200 
Tony Beaven 0407 716 162 
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 For sale 
1910 Brush Model D Registered and now rally proven.  Original car 
repainted in the sixties. I have cut the rust out of the guards and have 
sorted out the transmission.  Four new tyres and tubes.  A lovely thing to 
drive.  Asking price $34,000 
Contact: Alan Miller Ph: 9606 5086  Email: mrchevman@bigpond.com 
 

 For sale 
Brush Kit. Aluminium engine or cast iron engine, your choice. Both in 
same condition will need a rebuild. Steel radiator. 
Your choice of early or late brake levers and adjusters. Good rims, timber 
spokes will need replacing. Some spares, has correct Kingston five ball 
carbi. Comes with new timber chassis rails and cross-sections. 2 new 
timber axles and new firewall timber. Some rust holes in guards. There are 
other pictures on request and there will be a better explanation of the 
entire unit if asked for. 
Asking price $17,000 
Contact: Alan Miller Ph: 9606 5086  Email: mrchevman@bigpond.com 
 

 Help Wanted 
I am wondering if you can help me.  I have recently bought a 1903 
Thornycroft launch that is missing an original Thornycroft A4 engine.  
The A4 4 cylinder petrol engine was also fitted to cars. 
I know that somebody from Australia sent some photos of one that was 
in Australia powering a wood saw, by email to Hampshire archives as 
the engines were made at Basingstoke in Hampshire.  This was a few 
years ago and the contact information has been lost, although the photos 
attached survive and I hope that someone in the Veteran World in 
Australia may know of its existence and help put me in touch. 
Graham Mackereth 
Pyranha Mouldings, Premier Point, Aston Lane South, Whitehouse Industrial Estate, Runcorn. WA7 3GG. 
UK 
Email: GrahamMackereth@pyranha.com  
 

 For sale 
I have come across some 19 x 4.50 (I think?) 3 stud wheels. 
They look to be made by Dunlop and Good year (Cast?) and in good condition. 
I don’t know what they are from, or what era – but thought it would be worth putting it out there (to your 
members). 
Let me know if there is any interest and I’ll send some photos. 
Matt Emes 
Ph: (08) 8332 0499 
Mobile: 0431 543 640 
Email: m.emes@infrontelectrical.com  
 

 Wanted 
I have a 1920 Angus Sanderson, and am particularly looking for a front axle and some wheels.  The wheels 
are an artillery wheel, and they are as per the attached photograph which gives sizes.  They seem to be a 
little different, and I’ve not managed to come up with another make that also uses the same pattern.  The 
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other image is a very poor one of the front axle.  The one on my car has been removed and used on a trailer, 
necessitating the cutting and subsequent re-welding.  All the attachments – drag link and tie rod are missing 
and it isn’t clear how it should be configured.  I’m contacting owners of similar cars in the UK but there 
aren’t all that many around.  
Adrian Brown  adrian23@ozemail.com.au  
 

    
 
 

 Mystery of the Traub Motorcycle 
By Matt Williams. 
In 1967, a plumber doing renovations of an apartment building outside Chicago tore down a brick wall and 
found what would prove to be a baffling mystery to vintage motorcycle enthusiasts - a one-of-a-kind 
motorcycle bearing 1917 plates and the name ‘Traub’.  The building’s elderly owner admitted that his son 
had stolen the bike before going off to WWI, never to return.  But where the bike came from and who made 
it remains an unknown to this day. 

 
Currently residing in the Wheels Through Time Museum in Maggie Valley, North Carolina, the Traub is 
considered by many to not only be the rarest motorcycle in their collection, but in the world. 
The Traub was sold to Torillo Tacchi, a bicycle shop owner in Chicago after its discovery who later sold it 
to Bud Ekins - famous as Steve McQueen’s stuntman - while Ekins was on set of the Blues Brothers movie 
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in the late 1970s.  The Traub was later sold to collector and restorer, Richard Morris, who then sold it to 
Wheels Through Time Museum curator, Dale Walksler, in 1990.  It has been on permanent display in the 
museum collection ever since. 
Don't think this unique motorcycle is merely a museum piece though. Walksler rides the Traub fairly 
regularly.  When asked about the engine components, he enthusiastically replied, “Everything inside the 
engine is just magnificent.  The pistons are handmade, and 
have gap-less cast iron rings, the engineering and machining 
being simply years ahead of their time.” 
"When comparing other top motorcycle makes and models of 
the era, the Traub has no equal.  Comprised of a sand-cast, 
hand-built, 80 cubic-inch ‘side valve’ engine, the machine 
has the ability to reach speeds in excess of 85 mph with 
ease," says Walksler. 
Aside from its few off-the-shelf components, the Traub has 
many unique handmade features.  The three-speed transmission is thought to be one of the first of its kind 
and the rear brake, a dual-acting system that employs a single cam that is responsible for pushing an internal 

set of shoes, while pulling an external set, has never been 
seen on any other American motorcycle. 
“For a machine to have such advanced features, unparalleled 
by other motorcycles of the same era, is truly outstanding,” 
said Walksler.  “It's my opinion that The Traub was an 
attempt at a new breed of motorcycle.  But how on earth 
could a machine have been produced in such great form, with 
capabilities that far exceed that of any comparable machine, 
without the knowledge of the rest of the motorcycle industry 
during that time.” 

The hunt for the Traub's elusive origin hasn't stopped.  “While we may never know why the machine was 
placed behind that wall, we do hope to one day find out more about its history and the genius that created 
it,” said Walksler. 
 

 The 1910 “Electioneering” Automobile  
Nowadays, we don’t even notice that our politicians use a motor car as a daily means of promoting 
themselves and their party at almost every event you can name.  Often, though, it is likely to be a coach that 
is used during electioneering.  Some years ago Jenny and I were in Atlanta, Georgia when Hillary Clinton 
and Bill’s running mate, Al Gore, and wife descended on the town in a large coach with gaudily painted 
pictures of Clinton in various poses – kissing babies, opening bazaars etc.  The future President was 
engaged elsewhere.  The effect on the city was electrifying.  I cannot remember the speeches, except that 
Hillary was the standout.  They were soon off to the next engagement with their entourage, the coach 
disappearing to a raucous round of cheers and boos. 
How did the internal combustion engine become a force in the race for political power? 
Well, that is a strange story, and without it the course of the Second World War might have been quite quite 
different.  Enter the automobile. 
The 32nd President of the United States of America, Franklin Delano Roosevelt (FDR, President 1933-1945) 
was, as we all know, one of the key figures of the Second World War in Europe and the Far East.  
Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin, the three Allied leaders met several times, including in Tehran in November 
1943.  The story, however, doesn’t begin with the Atlantic Charter that he forged with Churchill, but rather 
more mundanely with his first attempt to become a Senator for the New York State Senate in 1910.  
Yes, you have guessed, he used a motor car for the campaign.  At the time this was thought to be an 
outrageously bold move.  With this still fairly new means of locomotion he was able to give up to twenty 
speeches a day.  All the farming communities in the little towns of up-state New York, around the Hudson 
River, not only heard him speak but heard him coming!  The odds were overwhelmingly against him.  His 
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electoral district was composed of many farmers who had voted Republican for the past 32 years!  In 
addition, he was only 28 with no previous political experience.  His advisors told him he was crazy – they 
said the farmers hated noisy machines that frightened their horses.  Neither did he choose a quiet automobile 
to conduct this amazing month of campaign, nor did he choose a restrained colour for his automobile; 
rather, perhaps the worst he could, bright red – ‘like a red rag to a bull’.  
With his trusty chauffeur Harry Hawkey he drove about two thousand miles over the bumpy cart tracks that 
went for roads to every corner of his electorate, deploring the ‘rotten corruption’ and ‘boss rule’ of the New 
York State administration.  FDR, a charismatic and handsome young man was recognised and known by all; 
standing beside his new-fangled automobile, he represented modernity, with a genuine feeling for the needs 
of the farming communities.  The automobile was an essential part of the image he portrayed.  
When the going was good he could achieve a speed of around twenty miles an hour. Sadly for FDR there 
were rare enough opportunities to put the foot down.  Also, they had to pull over and switch off the engine 
at the approach of every horse-drawn vehicle.  He covered every corner of his electorate in a way that had 
never happened before – so is it any wonder that he won a stunning victory on 8th November, 1910?  Thus a 
Democrat was elected in a Republican stronghold.  It sent FDR on his way to play his part in the destiny of 
the 20th Century.  Now he ranks as No 2 in the presidential hall of fame, second only to Abraham Lincoln. 
The automobile was, of course, built in New York State along the banks of the Hudson River at Tarrytown.  
It was a red two cylinder Maxwell (1910 Type AA, no longer green, but red) without hood and windscreen, 
in fact just like the Maxwells that belong to members of the VCCSA.  Now it is time for you to tell us how 
your automobile influenced the great events of the 20th Century. 
 
Sources:_ 
Jones, Barry, 1998. Dictionary of World Biography. Information Australia, Melbourne. 
Magnusson, Magnus (ed) 1990. Chambers Biographical Dictionary. Chambers, Edinburgh. 
Rowley, Hazel 2011. Franklin and Eleanor: an Extraordinary Marriage. Melbourne University Publishing, Melbourne. 
Zordich, James, 2004, (reprint from 1976). Maxwell-Briscoe: the cars, the company. Maxwell Centennial Committee, New 
Castle, Indiana. 

Roger Cross 

 

 Matchless 
The name MATCHLESS became synonymous with success in competition in the early years of 
motorcycling. The most well-known event would be the duel between Matchless and Indian at Brooklands 
in 1911. Indian won, with the Matchless running on one cylinder. Devotees to the British marque say that is 
the only way it could have happened! 
Cycles bearing the Collier brand were seen around the Herbert Road Plumstead premises at South London 
before the turn of the century. About then, H. H. Collier’s two sons Harry and  Charlie joined the firm and 
very soon they were producing motorcycles named Matchless.  
In keeping with the then current mode of entry into the 
motorcycle market, proprietary engines were used, mainly 
Minerva from Belgium. However, by 1903 an instrument 
maker named J. A. Prestwich of Tottenham, North London had 
an engine in production.  So it was that a partnership was 
formed which lasted for 20 years - Matchless motorcycles 
fitted with J.A.P. engines.  
The first was a 293cc 70mm x 76mm engine with automatic 
inlet valve.  This system was common in early engines.  While 
the exhaust valve was mechanically opened by a cam and 
follower, the inlet valve, usually overhead, was drawn open by 
the low pressure caused by the piston descending.  A light spring returned the valve to its seat when the 
piston reached the bottom of the inlet stroke.  The system was simple, and until 1904 was used extensively. 
However, as revs increased it was harder for the valve to return home before the next opening point was 
reached, causing great confusion in the inlet system.  One remedy for modern tuners is to limit the travel of 
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the valve by inserting a sleeve over the stem of the valve.  It is a compromise because too little opening will 
also limit the performance, but through trial and error I have achieved good results.   
While in 1903 JAP were producing motorcycles, as evidenced by their entry of a machine in the ‘1000 miles 
trial’ of that year, by 1908 they had specialised in engines which became legendary in their reliability and 
performance.  JAP engines found their way into many famous makers’ top of range models, especially the 
sidecar models.  They were also found in Morgan three wheelers and even light aircraft. Into the 1950’s they 
were used in Cooper racing cars and even later, were still unbeatable in speedway solo racing.  Only the 
Harley can claim longer lineage, but not breadth of application of the JAP.  Like the Norton, there is nothing 
particularly special about the veteran JAP engine. except perhaps also like Norton, heavier than average 
flywheels.  This required substantial main shafts and bearings, but that apart, they are very ordinary. Perhaps 
that was the reason for their success. 
The 1908 Matchless illustrated here was purchased for ten pounds in 1966.  The three speed Sturmey Archer 
three speed rear hub gear was fitted after market, but at least make it feasible to ride in today’s conditions 
with a sidecar fitted.  And very fortunate I was to find one which had not suffered wear and tear at the hand 

of an unsympathetic owner.  These elegantly designed and well 
made hub gears need care in use and frequent lubrication, without 
which they wear rapidly.  The dismantling and re-building of three 
speed hubs requires special jigs which can be made.  The clutch 
plates must be compressed against the many small springs by well 
fitting steel discs and a draw bolt.  Removing the belt rim from the 
epi-cyclic gear ring requires a bar  or disc to be inserted across the 
gear ring so as to provide support while the ring is held in a vice.  
Without these devices more damage is likely to occur than be 
repaired in the exercise.  Strongly recommended is consultation with 
someone who has been through the process. 
With the hub in good order, it operates very well. It seems good 
manners to assist the clutch by a push off as it is engaged, and once 
moving it operates smoothly.  Again out of courtesy to Messrs 
Sturmey and Archer, I don’t change gear under load, and select the 
lower gear before climbing hills.  With some sympathetic treatment 
these hubs are a marvellous performer.  It is easy to see why they 
were fitted in great numbers to older fixed drive models. 
 
 

A much younger Trish and Terry Parker on the maiden voyage. 

 
 

 Mental Hospital Release Exam 
This is the test that all patients must pass before they can be 
released into the community from the Psychiatric Hospital in 
Alberta, Canada.   
To gain release, you will need to score at least 75 points and you 
must complete the entire exam in only one minute.   
 
Are you fit to be at large in the community?? 
 
Correct answers next month. 


