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 Visit to James McInnes’ property 

      
 

      
 

On Sunday 6th April we were invited to visit James McInnes’ property at Nairne, it was a beautiful autumn 
day.  A few of us met at the entrance to the Waite Institute for a 9am start.  Phil in his Sunbeam Alpine and 
Sheena and I in our MGB, both sans hoods, decided to take the scenic route, i.e. the old Princes Highway, 
and blow away some cobwebs, it was a great drive, not much other traffic.  When we arrived at Nairne there 
was already a good crowd and the tea, coffee and scones were already being devoured, even more people 
arrived as the morning progressed, including two brave souls on veteran bikes.  James is certainly into steam 
in a big way, the Yorkshire Steam Wagon was very impressive in pride of place, I can’t wait to see it with a 
new boiler and mobile under it’s own steam.  The Stanley Mountain Wagon in the lower shed is also an 
impressive sight, and should be mobile in the not too distant future.  I was amazed to see that it has no 
chassis, just a very long wooden body with the springs attached to the wooden floor, and torsion bars to 
keep the axles apart. 
I think that everyone, including the Uni students, had a great day and were all very impressed by the 
hospitality and James’ passion for all things steam. 

Tony Beaven 
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 From the Chairman 
How well the month started off with Leon’s presentation of the A to Z of veteran vehicles made in 
Australia.  Another well resourced and well presented subject by our club member Leon Mitchell.  Thank 
you Leon. 
As warned, we then had a series of events that were all well attended. 
The visit to James McInnes’ house at Nairne was well attended by members, mechanical engineering 
University students and guests. Well over the eighty mark from my rough estimates. 
Thank you for the education and demonstration of all things steam James. And thank you further for the 
more than adequate supply of scones and jam with tea and coffee as well! 
The Coles of Unley veteran car display to celebrate the Coles centenary was well attended with Club 
vehicles, and was appreciated by both the public and Coles. It even included a referral for one of our high 
wheeler vehicle owners to enable him to have his tyres re-rubbered. Coles were very grateful for the display, 
and they expected that our display was going to be publicised nationally within Coles. Thank you to Andy 
Applebee for organising the morning, and thank you to those club members who were able to display their 
cars on the day. 
As always, our weekend rally, at Hahndorf this year, was well organised and well attended, including 
visitors from Victoria and New South Wales. I expect there is a separate write up on this event included in 
this bulletin. The routes covered very interesting areas of the Adelaide Hills (no bakeries, but plenty of 
sweets and cheese at the Woodside stop), and the committee have a number of alternative routes for next 
year.  
The Cedars stop was particularly interesting for all the entrants, and included the international sculpturing 
competition on display the weekend we were there, including a large display of existing sculptures 
throughout the grounds.  Well done to our organising committee of David Chantrell, Neil Francis, Di Carter 
and Howard Filtness. We look forward to next year’s event! 
The National One and Two Cylinder Veteran Vehicle Rally is on this coming week. The event has been 
jointly run for the AVCCA with the involvement and cooperation of our club and the Veteran/Vintage 
section of the SCC. 
For this reason, we will be skipping our meeting this week and there will be a presentation of stories and 
photos of this Rally on the following Wednesday. 
The monthly run will still be on the same Sunday after the first Wednesday (Mothers Day), where we are 
expecting some of the interstate guests from the rally to attend. See inside this bulletin for further details. 
Thank you all for those that organised and presented, and for those members who were able to attend all the 
events in April. 
Happy Veteran Motoring, 

Phil Keane 

 

 From the Secretary 
Reminder: May Gathering is Wednesday 14th – with a focus on the Robe Rally!  
VCCSA Administration:  It is that time of the year again when we need to start thinking about the 
membership of the VCCSA Committee as well as updating vehicle logbooks to qualify for historic 
registration if registered through our club.  In light of both these areas and under the timeframe set out in our 
club rules, please read on and make yourself aware of the following:   
Election of Office Bearers:  Notice is hereby given that nominations for membership of the VCCSA 
Committee are now open for the 2014/15 period.  For your information, the Committee is comprised of the 
following members:  Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer, and five financial members. Any financial member 
of the VCCSA in good standing is eligible to stand for election to any position on the Committee.  
Nominations should be in writing, signed by the nominator, the seconder and the nominee, and delivered to 
the Secretary by no later than 5pm Friday 30th May 2014, in preparation for the Annual General Meeting on 
Wednesday 2nd July 2014.  In a separate email to this month’s Bulletin, all VCCSA members should have 
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received an electronic nomination form, and a small number of ‘hard copies’ will be made available at the 
May Gathering on the 14th. 
Statutory Declarations:  If you register your vehicle through the VCCSA, it is about time to start thinking 
about renewing your logbooks.  As part of this process, you are required to provide a statutory declaration 
regarding the vehicles in your custodianship.  Along with the nomination form, all VCCSA members will 
have received our club Stat Dec form to use.  If you would prefer an ‘electronic copy’ in Microsoft Word, 
please email me for one. 
Recent invites: The VCCSA has received a number of external invites for the Month of May.  Those who 
receive club emails will be aware of the following taking place, if not you might like to ask another club 
member for the information regarding the History SA tour on the Duncan and Fraser/Ford Motor Company 
in Adelaide.  Details can be found on the website http://abouttime.sa.gov.au/content/duncan-and-fraserford-
motor-company-south-australian-heritage.  Also the Sporting Car Club has kindly extended an invitation to 
the Veteran Car Club to join them on their Anniversary Run.  A number of entry forms will be available at 
the next Gathering. 
National 1 and 2 Cylinder Rally, Robe:  As you know the Robe Rally takes place this month and a large 
number of vehicles – 92 in total – have registered to take part.  It should be a memorable week and I know 
there are many club members making a special journey down to Robe to look at the spectacle, even if they 
don’t have a 1 or 2 cylinder!  If this is you, or you are still thinking about a day trip or staying over, the 
following might be of interest: 
Rally Base: Discovery Holiday Park – Robe , 70 - 80 Esplanade, Robe, 5276  
Rally Routes: 
Monday – 8:30am start from the Rally Base heading to Kingston. 

Tuesday – 9am start from the Rally Base heading to Beachport. 

Wednesday – 8:15am start from the Rally Base heading to Millicent (longest day). 

Thursday – 9am start from the Rally Base heading to Cape Jaffa and wineries in the area. 

Thursday Night – Lights Parade, 6:15pm from the Robe Primary School, 2 runs up the main street of Robe. 

Friday – 9am start from the Rally Base heading to various sites in Robe Township. 

We certainly wish the entrants a great time! 
Hamish McDonald 

 

  Meetings 
The Club holds informal gatherings at 8pm on the 
first Wednesday of each month, except January, at 
the Colonel Light Gardens RSL, Dorset Ave.  
Park behind on what was the bowling green, enter 
from Windsor Ave.  Assemble at 7.30 for a pre-
meeting chat. The only formal club meeting is the 

Annual General Meeting, held on the first 
Wednesday in July each year. 
Wednesday 14

th
 May.  Photos and reports from 

the Robe National 1 and 2 cylinder rally. 
Wednesday 4

th
 June.  Peter Allen will amuse us 

with tales of ‘Things that go bong in the night and 
the day’. 
Wednesday 2

nd
 July.  A.G.M. 

 

 Upcoming events 
Sunday 11

th
 May An invitation has been issued to visiting Robe Rally entrants to join us for a 

Breakfast Run, starting and finishing at Caffe Buongiorno.  Meet 8.30am for 
9am departure, returning after about an hours drive for brunch. 

Sunday 18
th

 May Invitation to attend the SCC 80th Anniversary Run.  Meet 9am at SCC for 
glass of champagne and orange and 10am departure for Glenelg.  Full details 
in attached flyer. 

Sunday 8
th

 June Garage visit at Old Noarlunga.  Meet at Victoria Hotel (O'Halloran Hill) 
9.00am for a 9.30am departure.  Visit to Alan Hollyfield's garage followed by 
BYO morning tea in the park. 

Sunday 6
th

 July Winter Breakfast Run.  A chance to use that other car if the weather is 
inclement.  More details later. 
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 For sale 
Steel tool trolley and mobile trolley 
Make me an offer. 
Tony Beaven 0407 716 162 
 
 

 For sale 
Shelving.  4 bays, heavy duty, shelves easily adjustable in 50mm 
increments.  Very sturdy. 
Overall size 3900 wide, 380 deep, 2410 high.  $200 
Tony Beaven 0407 716 162 
 
 
 

 For sale 
1913 Buick Model 24 Roadster 
This is a very original 28hp Buick roadster in excellent condition and 
complete in every way. It was the subject of some restoration in the late 
fifties and owned from 1960 to 2012 by the Indianapolis Raceway 
Museum. 
The car was purchased by me in 2013 however I am now selling it to 
make way for another. It has all the original parts including body, 
upholstery and details such as the externally mounted embossed 'Buick' 
fuel tank, and the acetylene set which not only was used for lighting but 
as an auxiliary starting system. The Buick was running when I 
purchased it however I have not started it. It can readily be 
recommissioned and enjoyed in its present condition, or alternatively 
could be the basis of a fresh restoration if desired. 
Please contact me for a full description and detailed photo compendium. $40,000. 
Contact. Ian Berg, Email; bergathol@gmail.com, Mobile; 0419 364427 
 

 For sale 
Car 1 
16/40 hp Benz of 1913. 
Benz body thought to be of Phaeton style with gearbox and body approx. 
1913. 
Been in Victoria all its life.  Includes chassis, engine, gear box and rear 
axle.  Badly damaged by Fire in the 1930s which badly damaged the 
body. 
 
Car 2 
16/40 hp Benz built between 1913 and 1915 sports model. It delivered 
around 52 hp. 
Benz chassis, engine and gear box, axles, wheels, correct instruments, 
lights etc, steering box radiator and bonnet.  No body. 
For further photos and details contact Malcolm Noad 0408 441587 
mwnoad@gmail.com 
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 1903 Raleigh 
Raleigh is a well known name, but mainly for its cycles rather than motorcycles.  The motorcycling part of 
the business was a mystery to me in that while there is much evidence of the product in the literature in the 
first few years of the century, and a few examples of the marque of that period, they disappear after that 
until the 1920’s. 
The mystery was unravelled for me during a visit to the U.K. when I met the Raleigh marque specialist.  At 
a field event he took me aside and explained in dulcet tones that through a disastrous year in 1905 the 
company left motorcycle production, to be resumed in 1919, taking advantage of the post-war boom times.  
 

My interest in Raleigh was through 
becoming the owner of a remarkably original 
1903 model with German Fafnir engine.  It 
is their first seriously useable motorcycle, 
earlier models having the engine mounted 
ahead of the steering head above the front 
wheel in the style of the French Werner.  
Unlike the Werner, however, the Schwann 
engine drew air through the handlebars 
which was controlled by the handlegrip.  
This seemingly dead end of design was 
perhaps more important than is often 
realised.  In 1903 Raleigh pioneered twist-
grip controls operating Bowden cables, years 
ahead of it becoming universal.  No doubt 
the progression started from the simple air 
control of the year before. 
The design of the 1903 model is sometimes 
attributed to a Mr G. P. Mills.  Whether or 
not that is correct, Mr Mills was a high 
profile cyclist who won various events 
including John O’ Groats to Lands End.  His 
feat in 1904 of riding a specially built 
Raleigh over the same route certainly lends 
some substance to his involvement with 
Raleigh, but whether he was its designer is 
not so clear.  
The motorcycle was a two speed model 
which was an option from 1903.  His, 
however had no pedals, as likely as not as a 
marketing ploy to prove them unnecessary 
on a Raleigh. 
The options also included belt or all chain 
drive, which was shunned by the motoring 
press of the day as being too harsh.  Raleigh 

dealt with that by fitting the earliest cush-drive I have seen.  There is a large coil spring on the engine shaft 
and rubber blocks in compression in the rear sprocket.  Again Raleigh were light years ahead.  
As mentioned, the twist grips work through Bowden wires, one the throttle, at the end of which it also 
operates Fafnir’s exhaust lift regulator to control very slow running De Dion Bouton style.  The other 
‘twisting handle’, as described in the 2 December 1903 edition of The Motor, controls the high-neutral-low 
gear if fitted.  The usual reversed levers left and right operate the front rim brake and the exhaust lifter 
respectively. 
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The same mechanical layout was used in the Raleighette tri-car except that a water cooled cylinder was 
fitted, 

For 1904 it seems that a push-rod operated inlet valve was used, along 
with a Bosch magneto.  By 1905 a 500cc engine was available, but 
sales slumped.  Advertisements show the 45 machines were offered for 
25, no doubt at a substantial loss.  
So ended the Raleigh motorcycle - for about fourteen years. But the 
factory continued.  Sturmey-Archer and Raleigh were as one.  The 
development of the cycle three speed rear hub for motorcycle use in 
1912 and the introduction of the three speed countershaft gearbox in 
1915 were great contributions to the story of the motorcycle.  The 
Sturmey-Archer gearbox is found in the majority of English 
motorcycles from 1915 through to the end of the vintage period.  In my 
view nowhere near the appropriate credit is bestowed on the company 
for its contribution. 
Raleigh, and sometimes Sturmey-
Archer, under which name 
motorcycles were built as well as 
engines, which were well 
represented in the vintage period, 
and which found their way into 

such notables as Coventry Eagle.  In 1924 Raleigh replaced the flat 
twin with a new 798cc V twin, which gained a reputation as an outfit 
motorcycle.  My guess is that the enormous range of models on offer 
in 1930 led to their downfall. 
Well, that solves my mystery about the missing veteran years in the Raleigh story.  
 

Terry Parker 

 Mental Hospital Release Exam 
How did you do?, are you fit to be released into the community 
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 Clever Jury 

In a criminal justice system based on 12 individuals not smart enough to get out of jury duty, here is a jury 
to be proud of: 
A defendant was on trial for murder.  There was strong evidence indicating guilt, but there was no corpse. 
In the defence's closing statement, the lawyer, knowing that his client would probably be convicted, resorted 
to a trick. 
"Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, I have a surprise for you all," the lawyer said as he looked at his watch.  
"Within one minute, the person presumed dead in this case will walk into this courtroom."  He looked 
toward the courtroom door.  The jurors, somewhat stunned, all looked on eagerly.  A minute passed.  
Nothing happened. Finally, the lawyer said, "Actually, I made up the previous statement.  But you all 
looked on with anticipation.  I therefore put it to you that you have a reasonable doubt in this case as to 
whether anyone was killed, and I insist that you return a verdict of not guilty." 
The jury retired to deliberate. A few minutes later, the jury returned and pronounced a verdict of guilty. 
"But how?" inquired the lawyer. "You must have had some doubt; I saw all of you stare at the door." The 
jury foreman replied: "Yes, we did look, but your client didn't." 
 

 The Hahndorf Weekend 
As the total Victorian contingent participating in the South Australian Annual Weekend Rally, we left the 
Mornington Peninsula and drove to the headquarters of the Rally at Hahndorf Resort on Friday.  Some 
participants met in Adelaide and drove in convoy to Woodside, a delightful village in the Adelaide Hills, for 
lunch in the park.  Others travelled straight to the resort.  The weather was inclement so most cars remained 
on trailers until Saturday.  We drove [modern] through several villages awash with tourists to experience the 
ambience, and wine tasted in the historic Bridgewater mill prior to being greeted before dinner at Harndorf.  
As has been our experience in South Australia, the camararderie was amazing.  We were welcomed as long 
distance travellers.  On entering the restaurant on Friday the buzz of conversation reflected the.enthusiasm, 
energy, jocularity and friendship.  Saturday the convoy travelled along country roads through lush hilly 
countryside aligned with paddocks presenting cattle or grape vines.  The destination was Woodside, with an 
experience at a chocolate factory and adjacent cheese factory where tastings and purchases occurred.  We 
then returned to Hahndorf and spent several hours at ‘The Cedars’, home of Hans Heysen and his family, 
who still own the property.  A comprehensive tour of the home lived in by Hans, his wife Sally and their 
eight children was provided by a knowledgeable and passionate Guide whose presentation enabled the 
audience to visualize the life led.  
His paintings adorned every wall and the experience was delightful.  We explored his studio and that of his 
daughter Nora.  We also experienced a sculpture exhibition, an ample lunch and a major sculpture biennial 
event, wherein selected sculptors from around the globe are invited to create works from local stone to be 
permanently installed in the Adelaide hills.  A privilege it was to witness these artists at work.  Dinner again 
at Hahndorf was a raucous affair with the engaging David Chantrell as M.C. providing anecdotes, jokes and 
demonstrating a total command of the room.  
We awoke to glorious blue skies on Sunday morning and met for breakfast under a shelter adjacent to the 
duck studded lake, again enjoying more chatter and tucker.  Most participants were accommodated in 
chalet-like cabins and a few of us in powered sites.  Sunday took us to Littlehampton, to a family run 
railway museum-[6th generation] then following hugs, messages of appreciation and a promise to meet again 
next April we commenced our travels eastward. 
Autumn is a wonderful time to explore the Adelaide Hills.  The vibrant reds of the Maples lining the streets 
and of the ornamental grapes clinging to the verandahs provided a framework to the 150 year old stone 
buildings, amazingly well maintained and staunchly standing.  Every building is notable.  The undulating 
countryside, oh so green, belies the reputation of South Australia as the driest state.  
Oh what an experience.  

Brian and Jill   Mornington Peninsula 
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