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  Creepy crawly run 
 

 
 

This year’s Creepy Crawly Run didn’t feature many one or two cylinder vehicles, so we were able to travel 
a bit further than expected at a slightly faster pace! 
Commencing with beautiful weather and a good degree of interest from VCCSA members, the eight veteran 
vehicles set out from the McLaren Vale Visitors Centre on a journey to three wineries and a great lunch in 
Willunga at the Old Bush Inn.  
It was also great to see a number of VCCSA members make the special effort to turn up for the start either 
in their modern or classis cars to see everyone off and follow along for a while.   
Traversing some beautiful back roads with lush green native vegetation all bursting with new growth and 
gum trees enclosing the edges of the road, it was a very scenic drive.  The short stops along the way to take 
in the wineries and atmosphere were also very memorable.   
Thank you to all those who made the effort to take part in this month’s club run, we hope you had an 
enjoyable Father’s Day! 

Hamish McDonald

Member of the Association of Veteran Car Clubs of Australia (AVCCA) 
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 From the Chairman 
Well it was the mad September of Veteran motoring we expected it to be. 
The One and Two Cylinder Run based at Willunga and surrounding areas was a success with nine cars 
attending with twelve persons for lunch.  A beautiful and longish day of Veteran motoring  Thank you 
Hamish for organising the day, including the special signs to get people into the hotel for lunch!  Well done. 
Ian Voysey, David Chantrell and Neil Francis were able to assist the WW1 Centenary re-enactment down at 
Glenelg with their veteran cars.  Having to cope with three nurses in each car would have been interesting to 
see how the respective drivers coped!  The nurses were also dressed in the appropriate dress of the period.  
The celebrations and display of vehicles wasn’t too long, and the drivers were on their way at a reasonable 
hour.  Thank you Neil for providing the organisation for the day and thank you to David and Ian for your 
assistance and presence. 
By the time you receive this Bulletin, the VCCSA organised Motorfest Run on the Friday will be complete. 
28 cars entered, of which six were veterans, and the remainder mostly vintage and classic, there were 52 
people who sat down for lunch at the Bay Oval. 
On the Sunday, we had our run from the City to Glenelg and we stopped at convenient positions to watch 
the Bay to Birdwood procession go by.  It’s nothing unusual in having this run as a lot of other motoring 
clubs do the same thing where they prefer to watch the vehicles pass by from the roadside.  Seven veteran 
vehicles attended and 17 adults and two children sat down for an early lunch at the Bay Oval. 
A number of Club members were also entered for the Bay to Birdwood event. 
As always, after Veteran vehicle events, there will be much to talk about at our meeting this Wednesday.  
Photos of all the events, within reason, will be shown on the night. 
On the evening, there is also a fair chance that we will have an interstate guest giving us a short talk on the 
build progress of his Hispano-Suiza Alfonso. 
Further to our reference to the Adelaide to Darwin run last month there are two excellent articles in the 
VCCA(Vic) newsletter ‘Brass Notes’ this month and the Club has allowed our members the right to access 
this copy.  For those who are on the net, click on the following to obtain access 
 http://www.vision6.com.au/ch/41815/173t8/1828495/de6ac1103n.pdf.  The report is on pages 10 and 11. 
For those that get the printed Bulletin, come along to the meeting next Wednesday to read the Club copy. 
That’s all for now. 
Happy Veteran motoring. 

Phil Keane 

 
 

  Meetings 
The Club holds informal gatherings at 8pm on the 
first Wednesday of each month, except January, at 
the Colonel Light Gardens RSL, Dorset Ave.  
Park behind on what was the bowling green, enter 
from Windsor Ave.  Assemble at 7.30 for a pre-
meeting chat. The only formal club meeting is the 
Annual General Meeting, held on the first 
Wednesday in July each year. 
 
 

Wednesday 1st October.  Reports on the Creepy 
Crawly Run and the Bay to Birdwood alternative 
Veteran run.  Also, potential new member John 
Prentice will talk to us about the restoration of his 
Hispano-Suiza Alfonso. 
Wednesday 5th November.  Launch and live 
demonstration of the new website. 
Wednesday 3rd December.  Pre Christmas 
‘Noggin and Natter’ with background slide show 
from Julian McNeil’s overseas jaunts, including 
the Argyll factory. 
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 Upcoming events 
Sunday 12

th
 October Burra to Morgan Run. 

Sunday 26
th

 October Down Under London to Brighton.  10am start from London Rd, Mile End. 
Entry form available at  
http://www.vsccsa.org.au/down-under-l2b-entry-form.pdf  

Sunday 9
th

 November Norton Summit Hill Climb.  Meet at the Tower Hotel Magill 10.00am for 
10.30am departure for the hill climb, then on to Mt Lofty Gardens for BYO 
picnic lunch. 

Sunday 7
th

 December Visit to the old railway tunnels at Panorama.  We will be departing from Caffe 
Buongiorno's car park (212 Belair Rd. Hawthorn) at 10am.  The run takes us to 
the old railway tunnels where we will have a guided tour of the first tunnel then 
on to the second tunnel for our ‘BYO Christmas Lunch’.  There will be $5pp. 
entry charge.  Bring a torch to explore the second tunnel. 
For those wishing to have a coffee or breakfast at Buongiorno's before the run 
you will need to arrive when the doors open at 9.00am. 

 
 

  1887 De Dion, Bouton et Trépardoux steam quadricycle 
This is one of the oldest surviving motorcars in the world.  With its steam boiler located at the front and 
connecting rods to the rear wheels, it resembles a tank 
locomotive but is nevertheless one of the first usable, and 
therefore successful, applications of a steam engine in a 
small motorcar. The two-cylinder compound engine 
(combining high and low pressure cylinders) installed 
under the floor could be operated by one man, eliminating 
the need for an additional stoker.  The water tank was 
located underneath the seats and the coal bunker 
surrounded the boiler.  The vehicle could get up steam 
within 50 minutes and could reach a top speed of 
approximately 60 km/h. 
The company De Dion, Bouton et Trépardoux was one of the first and most important car manufacturers.  It 
was established in 1880 outside Paris by the brothers-in-law Georges Bouton and Charles Trépardoux, 
initially to make toy steam engines.  Their sophisticated craftsmanship caught the attention of the wealthy 
count Albert de Dion, who proceeded to finance the production of steam-driven vehicles for passenger and 
freight transport. 
In the early days of motoring, steam propulsion was one of the emerging technologies alongside the electric 
motor and petrol engine.  In 1889, when De Dion attended the Paris Exhibition (which gave the city its 
Eiffel Tower) and saw a petrol engine for the first time, he immediately recognised its potential.  The 
ingenious Bouton went on to develop a petrol engine that surpassed its competitors in many respects. 
Trépardoux however, wanted to carry on with steam and eventually left the company in 1893. 
 

Wording and photograph from Louwman Museum, Den Haag, Netherlands. 

 

 

  For sale 

Hafco AL330A 2hp single phase, geared head lathe including stand, 3 and 4 jaw chucks, faceplate, coolant 
system and quick change tool holder $1950  
Please contact Andrew Christophersen 83708115 
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  Frederick Theodore Hack 
Frederick Theodore Hack built a car body in Adelaide in 1904.  By 1910 he operated his business at 50 
Flinders Street, and in 1913 he was moving into his new and enormous brick building on King William 
Street.  In 1917 he sold the premises and business to Holden and Frost and moved to 67 Missenden Road 
Camperdown where in 1918 he was building bus bodies.  Hack was joined by Joseph Neal Grace, one of the 
founders of Grace Brothers, and continued in business until wound up in the Depression.  He then became 
an agent for Dulux paint. 
In 1913 F.T. Hack went on a world tour inspecting body building workshops 
and the following is an extract from the press on his return in November 1913.  
Mr F T Hack arrives Home 
The body-building section of the automobile industry is a prime factor 
nowadays, for without a good appearance a car may generally be regarded as a 
slow seller.  Mr F.T. Hack who for some considerable time has been engaged 
in the line of business in Adelaide, has just returned from England, America 
and the Continent, and relates some interesting details in connection with many 
of the large works abroad.  He returned on Wednesday and got straight into 
harness again, for he is getting his new and spacious workshop in King 
William Street south in working order.  When I arrived at his new premises I 
found him, with his coat off, directing the carrier to take a load of new 
machinery round to the side of the premises and lodge it there. 
“Well”, I remarked, “you have evidently had a good time, and have lots to talk about.” 
“I certainly had a splendid trip, and no doubt it has broadened my knowledge of the trade.” 
“You might outline your journey and dwell on the largest of the factories you inspected”, I suggested. 
“It was on May 2 that I left Adelaide, and after arriving at Naples I went through Italy, France, Switzerland, 
Germany, Holland and Belgium.  Several factories in Italy interested me very much, especially the motor 
body factory of the FIAT company in Florence.  Their limousine work impressed me considerably, and both 
their style and design are exceptionally fine.  In Paris I visited the De Dion works, the factory turning out 
100 cars per week.  Most of the De Dion bodies are constructed by French coachbuilders such as 
Rothschilds, while a great number are built in London at the De Dion Limited works there.  The Wolseley 
works in England have a most complete and up to date factory, and there I saw some of the finest enclosed 
vehicles procurable.  The Sunbeam motor works at Wolverhampton is one of the finest equipped shops in 
England, their body department being an exceptionally fine one on account of the fact that it has only been 
built of recent years, consequently they have everything of the latest type in the way of machinery.  When I 
was there they had an output of 45 cars per week.  The Daimler people have one of the largest factories in 
England and build practically all their bodies on the premises, enclosed work such as limousines, landaulets 
and coupes being a specialty.  The Humber works for cars, motorcycles and ordinary cycles are all 
complete, and cover 23 acres of land.  They have an output of 80 cars per week.   The Rover factory in 
Coventry specialises in one type of body, the small torpedo touring type, while the enclosed work is done by 
other English coachbuilders.” 
“When did you leave England?” 
“In August.  I then made for New York where I visited the American FIAT works at Poughkeepsie, New 
York State.  It is a magnificent factory, and the work is carried out in good style.  The order there is closed 
bodies.  From there I went to Toronto, where I was just in time to witness an exhibition of all the leading 
makes of American cars, altogether some 250 were staged.  From there I went to the hub of the automobile 
industry, which is Detroit.  The Ford factory, where 700 to 1000 cars a day are turned out, is an immense 
place, and so is the Cadillac factory, where 18,000 cars a year are manufactured.  They also have one of the 
largest body building factories in America.  Studebaker have an immense factory in Detroit, and another 
across the river in Canada.  Both these factories are fitted with up-to-date machinery for large output.  The 
Krit Company has an ideal factory and puts through an immense number of cars.  The Abbott Detroit are 
turning out a superior machine and have extensive works, while the Fisher Motor Body Works are the 
largest in the world, their output being between 450 and 550 bodies per day, including a large number of 
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handsome enclosed limousines.  The machinery and facilities for handling the materials in connection with 
this business is truly marvellous.  Altogether, from 12,000 to 15,000 automobiles are manufactured in 
Detroit every week.  By-the-way the largest stove maker and the largest manufacturing chemist in the world 
are located in Detroit, and it only has the same population as Sydney, 640,000 people.  It is an ideal city, 
with perfect streets and roads.  The roads in Chicago, where I went next, were just the opposite.  They are 
the chief objection to the automobile in that city, for they are worse than any other city I have seen.  After 
going to Kansas I came down south through Colorado, Arizona and New Mexico to ‘Frisco in California.  
The latter is the most wonderful city in the United States for automobiles.  It has a population of three and a 
half million, and 119,000 registered cars on the road. 
All the farmers and large orchard owners have their automobiles and find them very handy for transport 
work over long distances.  After leaving the United States I came straight across to Sydney and then to 
Adelaide.” 
“How does motor body building in this State compare with the work of other countries?” 
“As far as the motor body building in England, the United States and the Continent is concerned, the 
enclosed types reach a very high point of perfection, but in the touring bodies, such as the five seater 
torpedo type, I can say without any egotism that Australia designs and builds as good as, if not a better 
body, certainly as regards the pleasing lines of the bodies, also the colours.  Australian builders generally 
have a greater variety of colours and use them with better effect than any I have seen while away.  The 
colours mostly adopted in the other countries are green, dark green, blue and black.  One seldom sees the 
beautiful creams, whites and French greys used in Australia.” 
“And as regards workmanship?” 
“I think the Australian workman can undoubtedly hold his own with the whole world.” 

Terry Parker 
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Entry Form 
2015 Shannons National All Veteran Tour 

Sunday 1 – Friday 6 November 2015 
 

Entries close 31 August 2015 
  

Entrant/driver 
 
Address 
 
Contact numbers (ph)     (mob) 
 
Email address 

 
 

Vehicle make, model and  year 
 
Body type  
 
Registration number and expiry date 
 

Name of Club (current membership) 
 
 

Entry is $100 per vehicle (including 1 driver) plus $50 for each passenger/ 
co-driver. 

Entries received after 31 August 2015 will attract a late fee of $30. 
 

Meals and Presentation Dinner costs will be notified closer to the Tour date. 
 

Please sign the indemnity on page 2 of this entry form. 
 

Entry fee (Vehicle and one 
driver only): 

  
1 x $100 

 
$100 

Passenger/co-driver 1 
(name): 

  
$50 

 
$ 

Passenger/co-driver 2 
(name): 

  
$50 

 
$ 

Passenger/co-driver 3 
(name): 

  
$50 

 
$ 

   
Total paid: 

 
$ 

 

Payment should be sent with your completed entry form, with cheques payable to:  
Veteran and Vintage Car Club of Australia (ACT) to the address below. 



 

 

Direct deposits are also available, please contact the Tour Secretary for details.  An entry 
form with your details will still be required. 

 
Please send signed (below) and completed entry form and payment to: 

 

Roger Gottlob, Tour Secretary  
GPO Box 2349 

CANBERRA ACT  2601 
 

Should you have any queries about your entry, please contact Roger Gottlob on  
(ah) 02 6241 3169, (m) 0418 962 312 or canberrarally2015@gmail.com 

 
Indemnity and signature (must be completed by all rally entrants on behalf of 

themselves and their passengers) 
 
In consideration of the acceptance of this my/our entry, I/we agree that the organising committee 
or its associated organisations will in no way be responsible for any damage to a participating 
vehicle, its parts, accessories or occupants personal effects, or for any damage caused by any 
such participating vehicle.  Any entrant or participant by entering, driving or being driven in this 
event, shall therefore waive the right of action at law against the committee, its associated 
organisations, and their responsible agents. 
 

Registration and Insurance papers must be produced for sighting at the time 
of check-in at the Tour. 

 
 
Signed (entrant): __________________________________________Date:___/___/___    
 

************************************************************************ 
 

Tour headquarters: The Tour will be headquartered at the Goulburn Workers Arena on the 
Corner of Finlay and Hume Streets Goulburn and daily events will start from this location.  
 

Schedule of Tour activities: the Tour will start with a short run on the afternoon of Sunday 1 
November 2015 and finish with the Official Presentation Dinner on Friday  
6 November 2015.  There will be a gaslight parade on one evening during the week.  Period dress 
for this parade would be really appreciated. 
 

Accommodation: Entrants are responsible for making their own accommodation arrangements.  
There is a good selection of accommodation near the Tour headquarters and entrants are 
encouraged to contact the Goulburn Visitor Information Centre on:  
1800 353 646; info@igoulburn.com; or www.igoulburn.com for advice.   
 
Withdrawals/refunds: Tour withdrawals notified by 31 August 2015 will be refunded in full.  
Withdrawals after this date will be considered by the Tour Committee on a case-by-case basis 
after the Tour has been finalised. 
 
 

****************************************************************** 
 

 

Rally Officials use only 

 

Received: 

 

 

 

Receipt #: Entrant#: 

 


