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  From the Chairman 
 
Our last club gathering took on a Rally Report theme.  Many thanks to Julian McNeil for his comprehensive 
talk, well illustrated with photos, on the recent Peter Waddle Rally in Tasmania; and Geoff Mitton's 
reminiscences as a first timer on a national rally with Daisy Belle during last year's National Goulbourn 
rally. 
 
Our weekend rally the week before Easter was very well attended with 25 veteran cars entered, two of 
which were from Victoria.  Thank you to the Brian Hussey and Jill Bartlett, and Geoff and Lyne Brown for 
coming over to join us.  Again the team of David, Neil and Di organised a great weekend, including 
providing wonderful weather.  The trip to Anlaby was a highlight, including the veteran ‘drifting’ on the 
corrugations on the way in!  We were well fed for the weekend and the run made a small and controlled 
profit ($17.42!).  Well done to all those who attended and many thanks again to our organisers. 
 
David Chantrell is our guest speaker for this Wednesday’s club gathering with the enigmatic title of "What 
are you working on now." 
 
Your run this weekend is heading to the Clarendon Oval for morning tea, BYO or purchase at the Clarendon 
Bakery!   Providing weather conditions are suitable on the morning, it is then intended to visit Chapel Hill 
winery.  Again, bring your own sandwiches and have a running board lunch at the winery, and some wine 
tasting if you wish.  Given the good weather we are having lately, it should be a nice day out.  I hope to see 
you all there. 
 
In this issue you will see that the AGM is coming up in July with nominations for the committee due in 
about the end of May.  If you wish to be on the committee, please give consideration to being part of 
running your Club.  If you are happy with the way things are going, feel free to talk to the current 
incumbents and encourage them to stay on for another year. 
 
Also put the date for the Club’s Annual Commemoration Dinner in your diary now. 7.00pm start at the Earl 
of Leicester, Parkside with an a la carte menu. Eat and drink as much, or as little, as you like. 
 
Happy veteran motoring.         Phil Keane 

Member of the Association of Veteran Car Clubs of Australia (AVCCA) 
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  Meetings 
The Club holds informal gatherings at 8pm on the 
first Wednesday of each month, except January, at 
the Colonel Light Gardens RSL, Dorset Ave.  
Park behind on what was the bowling green, enter 
from Windsor Ave.  Assemble at 7.30 for a pre-
meeting chat. The only formal club meeting is the 
Annual General Meeting, held on the first 
Wednesday in July each year. 
 
Wednesday 6th April.   David Chantrell will take 
us on a visit into his library of research with 
"What are you working on now?" 

 
Wednesday 4th May.   ”A Jam Tin of Mosquitoes 
- South Australians in the Boer War 1899 – 
1902”. As May is History Month in South 
Australia, our special guest Mrs. Monty Smith is 
giving a talk about the Boer War and specifically 
the South Australian Contingents. 
 
Wednesday 1st June.   Club event consultation 
and planning night. 
 
Wednesday 6th July.   Club AGM 

 

 Upcoming Club events 
  
10th April 2016 Clarendon Run. Meet at Coles car park Blackwood at 8.30am for an 9.00am 

start.  Wending the way through Coromandel Valley then up, across and down to 
the Clarendon Oval for Morning Tea (bakery nearby).   

• Those that are North of Clarendon are asked to meet in the Coles car park at 
Blackwood (8.30am for 9.00am start). 

• For those that are South of Clarendon, we suggest meeting at the Clarendon 
oval at 10.00am with your BYO or bakery morning tea. 

An optional side tour will then take the run across to Blewitt Springs and the 
Chapel Hill winery for a BYO lunch. 
 

15th May 2016 "Garage Visit”- Meet at the car park just above the old "Eagle on the Hill Hotel”, 
Mount Barker Road at 9.30am or go direct to Mike and Shirley’s house #36 
Wellington Rd., Mount Barker to arrive at 10.00am (park cars in Albert Road). 
The collection includes a High Wheeler, several Veteran Cars, Stationary 
Engines and collectables.  Morning tea will also be provided. 
 

9th July 2016 Club’s Annual Commemoration Dinner. Saturday evening 7.00pm start at the 
Earl of Leicester, Parkside with an a la carte menu. 

  

 Upcoming National Club events 
  
3rd-9th  April The RACV Veteran Car Club Nation 1 & 2 Tour. – Latrobe Valley, Vic  

(Newsletter & Entry Forms available on the VCCA (Vic) website 
veterancarclub.org.au and from the Club secretary) 

10th-15th April Inaugural National Brush Rally, Wedderburn, Victoria. Contact Hamish 
McDonald for details & see Rally Notice attached to this Bulletin. 
  

30th April The Sporting Car Club of S.A. are holding their Annual Automotive book & 
magazine Clearance Sale from 9:00am – 2.00pm at 51 King William Rd. Unley.  
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27th-29th May 40th Historic Winton, Winton Motor Raceway, near Benalla, Victoria, Australia 

conducted by the Austin 7 Club Inc with assistance from the Historic Motorcycle 
Racing Association Vic. See www.historicwinton.org for details. 
  

17th – 22nd Sept The Veteran and Vintage Motor Cycle Club of South Australia are running their 
60th Anniversary Rally with headquarters in Clare Caravan Park, Clare SA. 
Closing Date for entries is 15th July. See the website www.vvmccsa.org.au/60th-
anniversary-rally for more details. 

24th Sept -29nd Oct National/International Model T Ford Tour – Gippsland (Invitation Event). See 
the website www.mtfvic2016.org.au for more details. 

24th Sept - 9th Oct Australian Historic Motoring Federation are running the 2016 Carlisle & 
Hershey Swap Tour (with Partners’ Program) to the USA. Enquiries & bookings 
through Latitude Group Travel Ph: 03 9646 4200 

8th - 9th Oct The "Burra to Morgan" run is organised by the Northern Automotive Restoration 
Club SA Inc.  See the website http://www.narc.org.au for more details. 

30th Oct - 4th Nov National Veteran Tour – Tasmania run by the VCCA (Tas) Inc. Expression Of 
Interest form has been placed on our clubs website. 

 

 Upcoming Swap Meet events 
 
10th April  Tanunda   
30th April-1st May Naracoorte Showgrounds 
22nd May  Kapunda 

12th June  Sedan 
21st August  Willunga 
11th September Gawler 

 

  Notices  
 
“ABOUT OLD CARS” is back in print for the third edition.  It covers 123 cars 
found or restored in S.A. since the movement started here in 1933 and a few others 
which have since disappeared.  This edition contains about 10 more brief outlines 
of cars not previously listed, or whose identities have been uncovered since the 
first edition in 2013.  More importantly, with the eagle eye of the auditor, Trish has 
edited out the inconsistencies and errors that had eluded the author. 
The vignettes on each car carry what is known of its history, and in eight cases, 
reference to their participation in the first Veteran Car Club of S.A.’s 1934 rally. 
Six of those are owned by members of this Club, and preserve a critical link with 
the State’s motoring history. Of the other two, one is interstate and the other, 
overseas.  The book covers many subsequent restorations, a number of which have 
left the State, and their stories would be interesting to the current owners. 
The book is hard covered, printed ‘on demand’ in small numbers, and is therefore a bit pricy, but is the only 
work of its type.  Good for birthday present for the owners.   Contact Terry Parker 83313445.  
 
New ‘Retroautos’ magazine of interest  
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Please see a link below to Retroautos, a free on-line classic car magazine that is being published in 
Australia. We are forwarding this to members out of interest, however please note that the Veteran Car Club 
does not have any association with the publication.   
  
Follow the link here to download the April 2016 issue: 
http://issuu.com/retroautos/docs/retroautos_april_2016 
 
VCCSA members vehicles stories  
 
The club committee would like to invite you to provide some technical information and any other interesting 
stories regarding your vehicle for publication in the Bulletin.  Can you please offer some short details across 
the areas outlined below (in .doc or docx format) and return this along with a picture(jpeg) to the editor 
editor@vccsa.org.au.   
 
We are only looking for up to 200 words and a photo no more than 3MB in size: 

 
• Name Owner/Trustee 
• Vehicle Registration Number/Permit Number 
• Vehicle Make 
• Year of Manufacture 
• Model 
• Number of Cylinders (inc, approx. Horsepower) 
• Country of Origin 

Please include the vehicle history: How did you come to own the vehicle?  Did you restore it? When was 
the restoration finished? Any special details on the vehicle you would like to share, e.g. holds a land speed 
record, first vehicle imported to Australia, owned by the Prime minister of Australia, Only example 
remaining in the world, etc. 
 

  For sale /wanted 
 
For Sale 

Beautiful brass 1912 Model T Ford with chassis, engine, 
clamshell diff and all correct components for 1912. Engine 
number 156569. New Brassworks radiator and original E & J 
lights, Rocky Mountain style brakes. Reproduction body to 
exact 1912 Commercial roadster specifications by Arthur 
Byrne of South Australia, with leather to original 
specifications including horse hair stuffing, and correct fabric 
top. Fitted with two period tool-boxes and coir running board mat. 
The car has been thoroughly researched with restoration completed in 2013 to as authentic a state as 
possible, including midnight blue paint and correct striping and matting.   
Runs as it should on trembler coils or magneto. Immaculate condition, $38,000. Ian Berg Ph;  0419 364427,  
E; bergathol@gmail.com 
Wanted 
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Bosch magneto terminal as shown  :- 
 

 
 
Please reply to Dudley Pinnnock, telephone (08) 8379 2441,  email dudleypinnock@adam.com.au 
 

  Downton Abbey makes Member Film Star 
Contibuted by Terry Parker 
 
Fans of Downton Abbey will have seen a sequence of historic 
racing at Brooklands in last week’s episode.  Lord Grantham and 
family went to a Brooklands meeting (actually Goodwood, not 
enough of Brooklands left) where Lord Talbot was vying for the 
fair hand of Lady Mary.  In the racing sequence an ancient SCAT 
is seen thundering around the circuit with Andrew Howe-Davies at 
the helm.  Says he spent three days banging around Goodwood  - 
and got paid for it!!   Andrew is a Member, also owning the 1902 
De Dion previously Doug Mullins’, which he pedals to Brighton 
from time to time.  I-View might provide access to the Brooklands sequence for those who missed it. 
Historically the motoring bit has a few holes in it, as in 1925 Lord Talbot (not his actual title) starts a car 

dealership and intends to make cars, which happened much earlier.  
Peter Allen who owns a 
few, could (should) give a 
much more detailed 
history at one of our 
monthlies. 
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    VCCSA Annual 3 Day Rally – Nuriootpa, Barossa Valley 
 
Rally Report: David Chantrell 
Photo credit: Neil Francis/Phil Keane/North Para Camera Club 

 
The organisation for this year’s rally started at the end of last year with a change of venue required north of 
Adelaide. Neil Francis & I again volunteered to organise another rally. Following the success of the 2013 at 
Nuriootpa it was decided to revisit the Barossa Valley. 
 
A few months ago Ian Voysey and I spent the day in and around Nuriootpa looking for new venues for us to 
visit.  On the agenda for quite a while was Anlaby Station, but the dirt road has always been a concern.  Ian 
and I drove the route and found the road to be in excellent condition, so details for Anlaby were jotted down 
to enquire about a possible visit. 
 
Through all of this Di Barber again agreed to handle the entries. This was huge burden taken off both Neil 
and I and allowed us to focus on the “nuts & bolts” of the rally. 
 
This year 2016 is strange with March having 2 long weekends, plus the Fringe in Adelaide and the Clipsal 
500, but we managed to sneak a weekend in between the 2 long weekends and the dates of 18th-20th March 
were decided upon. The Barossa Valley Tourist Park was contacted, accommodation blanket booked and 
our great chef from 2013 rally agreed again to cater once more for our inner needs! 
 
About 6 weeks before Howard & I drove the entire route to ensure it was veteran vehicle friendly and to test 
the instructions. Many thanks to Howard for your, checking route sheets is much easier with 2 people! 
 

The weekend rolled around all too quickly.  The Friday morning of 
the rally saw the VCCSA meet at the Highbury Hotel. Many thanks 
to Angus Archibald for taking the rally books for me. The route to 
Lyndoch and lunch was uneventful and many members met up there.  
A number of people also had work commitments and met us at 
Nuriootpa for the dinner.  The Friday night dinner was once superb 
with soup, 2 roasts with vegies and homemade apple crumble for 
desert. Oh, and whipped cream to top it off. 
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Saturday morning was a catered cooked breakfast. With full bellies the club gathered at the entrance of the 
Tourist Park.  It is quite a sight to see 20 plus veteran cars lined up at a single place.  We drove out towards 

Truro, then onto Eudunda for a toilet stop.  Here Brian 
Hussey decided to drive straight through and at the next 
town some motorcyclist informed him we were all back 
at Eudunda.  Turning around he drove back to us only 
stopping at the Eudunda bakery for a quick cappuccino! 
 
Onto Anlaby, many thanks to Andy & John for going in 
front and manning the turn off that was not really well 
signposted, at least from our direction. The unsealed road 
was still in good condition and once again it was a 

wonderful sight to see all of the old cars in such a 
period setting. 
Anlaby was a first for a couple of reasons. Not only 
the Station hosting our club, but we were joined by 
the North Para Camera Club that used the setting 
and cars as a source of interest for their amateur 
photographers.  The Morphett Family are doing a 
superb job of keeping Anlaby in good condition, 

and I 
for 
one 

thoroughly enjoyed my tour and lunch. The old stable was 
the setting for our lunch, which only enhanced the 
experience. 
 
After lunch we 
travelled back down 
to the main road, 
through Kapunda 
and stopped off at 

the Greenock Hotel to settle the dust from the dirt road. That 
afternoon I was able to drive a beautiful AX Renault, many thanks 

to Don Tamblyn for 
showing me their car. 
 
Saturday night was 
another feast and the 
choice of 4 desserts at 
the end only added to 
my weight problem. 
The club talked about 
one of our founding 
members Barry 

Bahnisch with a toast to his health being made at the beginning. 
What was really good to see were Don & Sue LeBusque having 
their 5 grandchildren on the rally. It is heartening to see younger 
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people enjoying our great hobby. 
 
Sunday morning was the VCCSA “Sausage Sizzle” and once again the membership gathered to chat and 
have fun. Many thanks to all the cooks and people that helped at the BBQ. 
 
Our route that day took us through Angaston, Keyneton, and Eden Valley returning to Angaston for a late 
morning tea. The Barossa Valley Historical & Preservation Society hosted the club in grand style with lots 
of old engines and things to keep us interested.  Sadly, for here the rally was over once more and good byes 
had to be said.  
 
I would like to thank Neil & Gaynor, Howard & Di and my wife Michele for all helping us make this rally 
the success it was. I would also like to acknowledge Brian Hussey & Jill Bartlett, Geoff & Lyne Brown who 
had come from Victoria to support our rally. 
 
Next year we will be supporting the official 2017 National Veteran Rally to be held in Clare, South 
Australia. See you all at Clare! 
 
Ed - More photos from the 2016 VCCSA Annual Rally in Nuriootpa will be posted on the club website. 
 
Weekend Rally Anecdote.  
 
The Siddely Deasy was well behaved on the Anlaby day. Being late to the Eudunda stop, and I'm not sure 
there was any petrol stations open anyway, we proceeded to Anlaby and had a good time. 
 
The driver was concerned about petrol supplies and decided to fill up at Kapunda. 
 
As said Deasy pulled into the service station at the T-junction into Kapunda, the car appeared to stall as we 
arrived at the selected pump. Not to be, it simply ran out of petrol and took 45.1 litres to fill up, right on the 
10 gallon capacity. True story with four witnesses present! 
 
 
 

    Vintage car buyer fails to recoup money sunk into vehicle's restoration 
	  
Reference: stuff.co.nz - Fairfax Media NZ 
Credit: Audrey Malone, March 16, 2016 
 
Motor Vehicle Disputes Tribunal New Zealand has ruled on a dispute involving the purchase of a 1938 Ford 
Deluxe Sedan. 
 
A Waihi dairy farmer who bought a vintage car with no experience in restoring cars tried to get back all the 
money he had sunk into the purchase and repairs.  David Bussey went to the Motor Vehicle Disputes 
Tribunal New Zealand seeking the purchase price of $7500 and consequential losses of $11,879.32 from 
Waihi car dealer Ajay's Ford V8 Parts. All the money he had spent trying to get a 1938 Ford Deluxe Sedan 
back on the road. 
 
Bussey told the tribunal Ajay's director, Brian Smith, had told him it would cost $10,000 to repair the then 
77-year-old car.  Bussey ascertained Smith had said the car would need a rocker panel, up to four of the 



 

 
Bulletin April 2016  Page 9 

 
 

   
 

door bottoms replaced and a partial front floor replacement.  Smith showed Bussey the car, told him it was 
stored in a barn and in a good restorable condition.  After talking to his partner, deciding the car only 
required minimal repairs, Bussey bought the unregistered, unwarranted car for $7500.  Bussey then bought 
parts from the dealer totalling $4585 and further parts from the United States for $3180, spending an 
additional $599 to air freight them to New Zealand. 
 
He took the car to a panel beater to sand blast away the rust. The panel beater advised Bussey the chassis 
was irreparable and that the mudguards, bonnet and running boards were uneconomic to repair. The panel 
beater quoted $14,000 to repair and $2500 for a replacement chassis. 
 
Bussey approached Smith demanding financial help with the restoration. 
 
Smith initially said the vehicle was not his problem and he was not willing to help Bussey, but days later he 
offered to buy back the parts which Bussey had bought off him, but was not prepared to buy the vehicle 
back or the other parts bought from the United States. 
 
Bussey rejected the offer.  Bussey then sent Smith a letter rejecting the vehicle under the Consumers 
Guarantees Act (CGA) because it was not fit for the purpose due to the extent of rust.  The tribunal rejected 
all of Bussey's claims of Smith's wrong-doing under the CGA. 
 
It ruled the vehicle was in no worse condition than a reasonable consumer would regard as acceptable for 
the nature of the vehicle and its price and Bussey had not proven he was misled by Smith in the transaction 
and therefore the claim must be dismissed. 
 
"The tribunal considers the purchaser was naive in expecting to get the vehicle on the road for much less 
than $60,000 and careless in buying the vehicle from the trader without getting expert advice from a panel 
beater, a mechanic, and someone who had restored a 1938 Ford before he took the first step in buying the 
vehicle." 
 
When approached for comment, Smith refused the opportunity. 
  
 
 

Why is it that when someone tells you that there are one 
billion stars in the universe you believe them, but if they tell 

you there is wet paint you have to touch it to check? 
 
 
 

  



 
 

 
 

   

 

 

    Introducing VCCSA Members Vehicles 
   
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Straker Squire 1913 15 hp Car No 3204 
 
Owner Terry Parker 
  
The Straker Squire, a 4 cylinder “15hp” model (82 x 120 rated at 18.8 RAC horsepower) was 
purchased from Preston’s Wrecking yard in Geelong by the late George Brooks in January 
1951 as a substantive vehicle less body work. It had laid in the yard for ten years after being 
found to be unsaleable by Brown Motors but of course the wartime and a lack of fuel may 
have been a factor in why it did not sell.   

The restoration was commenced by George who of course owning the other vintage OHC 3 
litre 24/80 Straker Squire collected all of the information on the marque from all over the 
world. Terry Parker acquired the car when George downsized in 2002 and he continued on 
with the restoration and also has continued the collection of information on the marque. 

Strakers were a quality car and by 1912 they had a one model only policy which helps a 
century later and makes dating simpler. Contemporary promotional catalogues published by 
the manufacturer show features of this car including the bigger brakes and 4 speed gearbox 
which were introduced for the 1913 season. 

 
 

  



 
 

 
 

   

 

    Introducing VCCSA Members Vehicles 
   
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hotchkiss 12/16 Model Z  car No 2159  2.7 lires 

Owner: Terry Parker 

The Hotchkiss is fortunate to have a robust provenance supported by contemporary invoices, 
registration details and other documents.  

The vehicle was ordered by by Mr W Percy Stuart in 1909 while in London and arrived by the 
SS Kent in 1910. After a roadster body was built locally by F T Hack the car was registered 
(Reg No 1083) in September 1910 (recorded in the Australian Motorist). The vehicle 
remained with the Stuart family and participated in an Old Crocks run in the 1930s.  

After use as a farm hack and superphosphate spreader the family sold the vehicle to Brian 
Dawe in the 1960s and Terry Parker purchased the vehicle less body in 1980 and 
subsequently restored it. 

The dating of this vehicle was made much easier by the original documents and by the 
discovery of a very useful volume titled “60 ans d’Autocatalogue 1900-1963 “ which contains 
the “characteristiques “ and chassis details of French automobiles between the years 1900-
1963.  In some cases chassis numbers or car numbers are included and that volume confirms 
that this car (No 2159) is a 1910 Model Z.  
  



 

 

 
Notice	  is	  hereby	  given	  for	  the	  Election	  of	  Committee	  Members	  for	  the	  	  

Veteran	  Car	  Club	  of	  South	  Australia	  
to	  be	  held	  at	  the	  Annual	  General	  Meeting	  

Commencing	  at	  8pm	  on	  Wednesday,	  6th	  	  July	  2016	  
Venue:	  Colonel	  Light	  Gardens	  RSL	  

4	  Prince	  George	  Parade	  
Colonel	  Light	  Gardens	  

 

The	  Club	  Committee	  is	  comprised	  of	  the	  following	  members:	  Chairperson,	  Secretary,	  Treasurer,	  and	  
five	  Members	  of	  the	  Committee.	  Any	  financial	  member	  of	  the	  VCCSA	  in	  good	  standing	  is	  eligible	  to	  
stand	  for	  election	  to	  any	  position	  on	  the	  Committee	  provided	  that:	  

• The	  member	   has	   been	   nominated	   for	   election	   to	   that	   position	   by	   another	  member	   of	   the	  VCC-‐SA	   in	  
good	  standing.	  

• The	  nomination	  has	  been	  seconded	  by	  a	  different	  member	  of	  the	  VCCSA	  in	  good	  standing,	  other	  than	  
the	  nominee.	  

• The	  nominee	  accepts	  the	  nomination,	  and,	  
• The	  nomination	  shall	  be	  in	  writing,	  signed	  by	  the	  nominator,	  by	  the	  seconder	  and	  by	  the	  nominee	  and	  

received	  by	  the	  Secretary	  before	  5pm	  on	  the	  24th	  of	  May	  (Tuesday)	  
• Membership	  of	  the	  VCC-‐SA	  will	  be	  advised	  of	  the	  nominees	  on	  or	  before	  the	  20th	  of	  June,	  prior	  to	  the	  

AGM.	  
• The	  nominee	  must	  be	  a	  financial	  member	  of	  the	  VCC-‐SA	  for	  at	  least	  12	  months	  prior	  to	  nomination	  

	  

Nomination	  Form	  
	  

I,	  …………………………….…..…………………….…….	  ,	  hereby	  nominate	  …………….……………….…..…...…………………..	  

to	  stand	  for	  election	  to	  the	  position	  of	  ………………………..……………………………..of	  the	  VCC-‐SA	  Committee.	  

Signed	  …………………………….……………………….………..	   (Nominator)	  

I,	  …………………………….…………………………………….…..	  	   hereby	  second	  the	  above	  nomination	  

Signed	  …………………………….………………………..……….	   (Seconder)	  

I,	  …………………………………………………………………..…..	  	   hereby	  accept	  the	  above	  nomination	  

Signed	  ………………………………………………….…..……....	   (Nominee)	  

Completed	  nomination	  forms	  should	  be	  received	  by	  the	  current	  Secretary	  by	  no	  later	  
than	  5pm	  Tuesday	  24th	  May,	  2016.	  If	  submitted	  by	  post	  to:	  

	  
The Secretary VCC-SA, 

P.O. Box 193 
Unley BC 
SA 5061. 

email: vccsasecretary@gmail.com 

The	  Veteran	  Car	  Club	  of	  South	  Australia,	  Inc	  
PO	  Box	  193,	  Unley	  Business	  Centre	  5061	  

‘For	  the	  preservation	  of	  veteran	  motor	  vehicles	  into	  the	  future’	  
	  

South	  Australian	  Member	  of	  the	  Association	  of	  Veteran	  Car	  Clubs	  in	  Australia	  


