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  From the Chairman 
 
Last month saw our veteran cars out on the roads in a series of significant motoring events.  The first event 
to kick off was a new venture by our club to facilitate a weekend of motoring for those involved in the 
Down Under London to Brighton Run.  It’s always difficult to try something new and the Run to Patritti 
Wines was a familiar one for some, but a challenge when you consider the following day saw the same 
vehicles on the road in the new format of the VSCC’s successful event.  A more comprehensive report on 
the Down Under London to Brighton Run is found later in this newsletter.  However, I must make mention 
that many or all of the veterans entered in this event were by members of our club.  Further to this, VCCSA 
member Martyn Carter, was suitably recognised for his excellent 1904 Cadillac with the Shannon’s Trophy.  
Well done and congratulations, Martyn. 
 
The other major event was of course the National Veteran Vehicle Rally in Tasmania.  It’s always a major 
excursion to travel to a national rally, but adding in the complexities and additional challenges of an ocean 
voyage gives scope for some excitement.  It was great to see so many SA vehicles make that effort and I 
would like to acknowledge and applaud all the members of our club who made this effort.   
 

Recently some members of our club share the sad news that Dave Potter 
(of Dave Potter Motors fame) passed 
away.  Talking to people who knew him, 
it is clear that Dave’s enthusiasm for all 
things to do with cars carried his interest 
in motoring across many eras.  And 
whilst he settled on veteran cars in his 
senior years, it is well know that he was 
very proud of both his De Dion and the 

FN tourer.  I am sure you will join me in extending our condolences to 
Carole and Potter family on Dave’s passing. (Photos courtesy T Parker – from “About Old Cars” publication) 
 
To celebrate the first ten years of the Veteran Car Club of South Australia, Terry Parker has been sifting 
through club records, gathering information and talking with many people to produce an excellent and 
extensive document that recalls and records those foundation years for us all.  I thank Terry for his efforts 
with this special project and those attending the Gathering on Wednesday will be able to access their own 
copy to take and keep. 
 
This month’s Gathering signals the end to another exciting and interesting year for us as members of the 
VCCSA.  We have had some successful events and seen some new and interesting vehicles complete their 
restorations and returned to the roads so we can all enjoy them.   This month we have our end of year 
celebration and I invite to you come along for a more social time as we chat about all things to do with our 
veteran cars. . . and so much more!  If you can bring along a plate of nibbles or something to share with 
those present, that will make the evening another memorable night.  We will also be showing some images 
in the background from the recent National Veteran Rally held in Tasmania. 
 
See you on the road in your Veteran soon.     Hamish McDonald (Chair) 
 

  Meetings 
The Club holds informal gatherings at 8pm on the 
first Wednesday of each month, except January, at 
the Colonel Light Gardens RSL, Dorset Ave.  
Park behind on what was the bowling green, enter 
from Windsor Ave.  Assemble at 7.30 for a pre-
meeting chat. The only formal club meeting is the 

Annual General Meeting, held on the first 
Wednesday in July each year. 
 
 
Wednesday 7th December. ‘Noggin and Natter 
Night’ – with images from the national rally 
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No club gathering in January 2017.  

 

 

Wednesday 1st February 2017. Members vehicle 
restoration update - TBC 

 

 

 Upcoming Club events 
  
11th December 2016 Christmas run and an Old Fashion Picnic with prizes to be won.  

Meet at the Mitcham Reserve, adjacent Old Belair Road along side Brown Hill 
Creek at 9.30am. The run will take us to a Wetland Reserve for a B.Y.O. Lunch.  
Please bring chairs if you have room in the vehicle as bench seating is limited at 
the reserve. 
 

26th January 2017 VCCSA	  Australia	  Day	  Antique	  Car	  Run	  on Thursday	  26th	  of	  January	  2017 
You	  are	  invited	  to	  join	  other	  Veteran	  and	  Vintage	  Cars	  on	  our	  Australian	  Day	  
Run	  through	  the	  Willunga	  Hills 
START:	  McLaren	  Vale	  Information	  Centre 
(796	  Main	  Road,	  McLaren	  Vale)	  @	  10:30am	  
Featuring: 
•Lunch	  at	  Meadows	  Bakery	  or	  Green	  man	  Inn,	  Ashbourne*	   
•Some	  flat	  roads	  and	  challenging	  hills 
•Some	  great	  windy	  country	  roads	   
•Photo	  Call	   
(*	  subject	  to	  numbers	  and	  opening	  hours) 
 

  

 Upcoming Local & National Club events 
  
24th – 30th Sept 2017 National Veteran Vehicle Rally, Clare Valley, South Australia.   

The Expression of Interest Form is available from our web site 
http://vccsa.org.au/events-2/National-Veteran-Vehicle- Rally-Clare-2017. Coordinated 
by the Sporting Car Club of SA and the Veteran Car Club of SA, the 2017 rally will be 
based in the regional township of Clare, the focus of the Valley’s rich blend of 
attractions and activities, including vineyards and wineries as well as regional mining 
and pastoral commerce.  

Contact Peter Templer 0417 081 502. 

Do not miss this wonderful opportunity – register your interest now! 

 
 
 

 Upcoming Swap Meet events 
 
4th Dec  Adelaide Motorsport Park 
15th Jan ‘17  Hahndorf Lions Club 

5th Feb ’17  Victor Harbor Autojumble 
19th Mar ’17  Clare 
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  Notices  
 
The VCCSA Club Restoration Coordinator is Neil Francis Ph: 8373 4992.  Please contact Neil for 
information on current restoration projects and resources available within the Club. 
 
Retroautos December 2016 available online. To read the magazine click the link here. 
This is a free on-line classic car magazine that is being published in Australia. We are forwarding this 
to members out of interest, however please note that the Veteran Car Club of S.A. does not have any 
association with the publication 
. 
VCCSA DVD Library - Available as at 30-11-16 
 
GASOLENE RESTORERS SERIES 
     Lesson 1: Introduction to metal forming techniques 
     Lesson 2: Introduction to the wheeling machine 
     Lesson 3: Basic metal forming techniques      
     Lesson 3: Bonus footage 
     Lesson 4: Aluminium welding and lead loading 
     Lesson 5: Edge wiring, wheel arch return and basic 
mudguard 
     Lesson 6: Missing 
     Lesson 7: How to make a Monaro rear quarter panel 
part 1 
     Lesson 8: How to make a Monaro rear quarter panel 
part 2 
     Lesson 9: How to make a Monaro rear quarter panel 
part 3 
 
 

 LONDON TO BRIGHTON VETERAN CAR RUN (G.B.)      
 

November 2007  run time 120mins. 
 November 2008  run time 120mins. 
 November 2009  run time 120min. 
 November 2011  run time 120mins. 
 November 2012  run time   40mins. 
 
Goodwood revival and festival of speed 2010 
American Pickers 
Straker Squire 
National Veteran Rally - Naracoorte- 2009 
Barossa 2012 
Veteran Two Day Rally - Strathalbyn  2011 
Veteran Two Day Rally - Nuriootpa    2012 
Veteran Two Day Rally - Barossa       2013 

 
 

  For sale /wanted 
 
For Sale 

For Sale circa 1912 Marlborough 8/10 
HP roadster 
If you want a big powerful veteran car 
that will storm hills with ease and allow 
you to be a hoon, read no further. 
Although the bulb horn goes poop poop, 
Mr Toad would not like this car. 
 
If you want a small interesting light 4 
cylinder (about 1100cc 3speed and 
reverse gearbox) veteran that you can 
drive in local rallies and tow interstate on 
a single axle trailer for rallies, this is a 
suitable car. On the flat it should go 
along nicely but in the hills you will be 
using the gearbox and progress will not be so fast. Being a veteran car sometimes it may require dignified 
patience. Not quite a cyclecar, but a more refined light car. 
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The Marlborough was an Anglo French car made up of Malicet and Blin 
components to the order of TB Andre in England and generally sold in the UK 
and colonies. The car is believed to have been originally sold in Victoria and it 
was initially picked up and restored by Jim King in the 1950s. It changed 
ownership and continued to be used in Victorian rallies right up until the late 
1970s when it came to SA. This detailed history is set out in a scrapbook which 
goes with the car. 
 
There is also a rumour that this car may have belonged to Dame Nellie Melba 
however that remains unproven. This rumour may have come from a photo of a 
very similar Marlborough roadster parked outside her cottage.  
 
The late Harold Paynting who was a compiler of the James Flood books 
apparently saw, or had, that photo and believed that it was the same car. 
However that is a piece of history for the new owner to chase up and prove, or disprove. 

 
Since coming to this state it has had some 
work done including a new top water 
outlet manifold being cast up and fitted 
and also routine engine and other 
maintenance but it has not been out on 
rallies due to the health of the owner. An 
electric starter has been fitted and works 
well. This car has been stored in the 
owner’s “play room” and while he never 
tires of looking at it unfortunately time and 
continuing health issues means a new 
owner is required. The owner loves this 
car very much and wishes it to go to a 
caring non-toad home where it will be 
enjoyed and rallied more frequently. 
 
 
 

Enquiries to the owner  Peter von Czarnecki on 08 8362 3145   
 
 
 

    AVCCA – AGM Report 
By Hamish McDonald	  
 
Preceding every national veteran vehicle rally, the different state clubs which make up the Association 
of Veteran Vehicles in Australia come together to discuss a range of issues which either impact on our 
celebrate our historic vehicle movement.  This year a number of discussion points signalled some 
thoughts all clubs need to reflect on and consider as we position ourselves for the future.  
 
To celebrate the efforts of those in our community who have contributed to the success of the veteran 
car movement, the AVCCA awards the Montague Trophy (as presented by Lord Montague of 
Beaulieu).  The AVCCA delegates considered the nominations presented and after some discernment 
announced the 2016 recipient as Wayne Aberdeen (Queensland.)  Wayne has been honoured with this 
award in recognition for numerous years in a variety of state and national rolls supporting rallies and 
other motoring cubs, in particular the AVCCA as national Secretary and Treasurer.   
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Wayne is pictures here with his Mercedes Tourer (Photo courtesy of the VCCA-Queensland) 
 
Another history making moment of recognition from the AGM 
was the announcement that Francis Ransley has relinquished his 
custodianship of the Australian FIVA Technical Officers role 
after 25 years of service.  All Australian vehicle owners (from 
Veteran through to the current cut-off date for historic 
registration) owe Francis a great deal, as he has single handily 
enabled the easy access to international vehicle passports for 
those wanting to drive their vehicle in international FIVA events. 
Andrew McDougall has replace Francis in this role. 
 
To contrast this, several recent articles in the Restored Cars 
magazine has caused confusion and some anxiety for their readers and members of AVCCA clubs by 
suggesting that CTP Insurance might not cover vehicles or owners when taking part in RALLIES.  
With some clubs considering a name change from “Rallies” to “TOURS.”  We may well seek a legal 
opinion here as some insurers consider the term rallies to infer a times event with a higher level of risk.  
All states signaled their intent to continue using the term Rally, Rallies and Rallying and to that end, 
have released the following statement to clearly clarify our intent when using these words: 

	  
The	  AVCCA	  states	  that	  in	  the	  context	  of	  our	  use	  of	  the	  term	  Rally,	  Rallies	  (or	  Rallying),	  it	  is	  not	  to	  be	  
taken	  as	  a	  competitive	  performance	  event,	  but	  rather	  as	  a	  gathering.	  	  (AVCCA	  AGM	  –	  2016)	  

	  
The other article concerned the use of car trailers in NSW as soon to be illegal.  Careful checking of 
the facts with higher sources confirmed this article was incorrect and should be disregarded. 
 
Several other items presented concerned the endorsement of a new national rally proposal for all cars 
and 1 and 2 cylinders.  The two SA clubs supported a discussion on the reduction or removal on GST 
and luxury car taxes for vehicles and parts imported from overseas.  All delegates supported these 
sentiments and the final question remains as to how we can share our voice collectively to get suitable 
traction.  Daryl Meek from the RACV has offered to work with the AVCCA on both matters to see if 
he can support these items on a state (Victorian) and national stage. 
 
Russell Holden (Rally Organiser for the 2018 HCCA International Tour in Bathurst) also attended to 
share his vision for this amazing event.  It is wonderful to think that potentially 200 pre-1916 veteran 
cars from America could potentially make the journey to Australia to take part in this event.  Stay 
tuned for future details from Russell. 
 
The next AVCCA AGM will take place in Clare on Sunday the 24th of September 2017 @ 10am. 
 
 
 
 
 

A tree never hits an automobile except in self defense. ~American Proverb 
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    VCCSA Annual Norton Summit Run - 6th November 2016 
 
Seven veterans and three “moderns” joined us on a beautiful morning at the Tower Hotel at Magill on 
Sunday the 6th of November. 
 
The veterans that gathered for 
the start were the Mitton De 
Dion Bouton, the Treloar 
Hotchkiss, the Raynor 
Sunbeam, the Voysey Ford T, 
the Parker Straker Squire, the 
Chantrell Ford T and the 
McNeil Humber. The 
“moderns” included the 
Macdonald Austin, the 
Oxspring MG TF and the 
Keane Sunbeam Alpine. 
 
There were nine starters who 
attempted the hill. 
 
A small diversion this year 
was a set of traffic lights placed on the hill, just where the hill gets steeper. Half of the road had 
subsided due to the recent storms, and we were allowed to proceed up the hill when a green light said 
we could. 
 
All managed to cope with the lights whether they were green or red when they arrived. 
 

 
Most went back down to Magill Road and proceeded to the Maylands Hotel.  This venue proved to be 
a great solution as it allowed all attendee members to get together over a drink of their choice,  then  
some stayed on for lunch in a private room. 
 
The Mitton’s won the award for the most happy couple and car, with bonus points for dressing up for 
the period,  
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Again, another great Club run. Thanks Neil. The new recipe worked well. 
 
To read further on the October 1905 Norton Summit Run - also with H. H. Toms involved (when he owned Daisy Belle) 
follow this link: 
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/162442283?searchTerm=Toms&searchLimits=dateFrom=19
05-05-01|||dateTo=1905-12-31|||l-state=South+Australia. 
	  
 
 

    The Marlborough Car 
By Peter Allen	  
 

The Marlborough was a make of car sold in 
Britain between 1903 and 1926. For most of 
its life the cars were made by Malicet et 
Blin in France, but after World War I they 
were partially assembled (finished) in London 
and an increasing number of British parts were 
used. 
The first model was introduced in Britain, 
when C.C.C. of Taunton (Chassis 
Construction Company) exhibited at the 
London Agricultural Hall Motor Show. It was 
a 7 hp single-cylinder-engined car. At that 
time the company was owned by Gauthier & 
Co. 

The first cars were assembled completely built 
of components made by Malicet et Blin  but 
over time the British content increased and the cars were assembled in Britain. Malicet & Blin in Paris 
was established in 1890 by Paul Malicet and Eugene Blin to manufacture bicycles. By 1897 they had 
increased their range to include motor car accessories and components such as chassis and steering 
boxes. .As leading suppliers to the French automobile industry, they supplied engines, gearboxes and 
chassis.   
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In 1909 Theodore Bernard 
André, owner 
of Hartford Friction disk 
shock absorbers, took 
control of Marlborough, 
and introduced a new range 
of larger cars with engines 
ranging in size between 
2210 cc and 3617 cc. The 
12 hp model was priced at 
£120 and had a 2.8-litre 
four-cylinder engine with 
the cylinders cast in pairs, 
magneto ignition, a cone 
clutch driving the 3-speed 
gearbox, with shaft drive to 
the rear wheels. The range 

included a 3.1-litre model with four cylinders, plus a 3.6-litre six-cylinder model which was priced at 
£350. This range was marketed until 1911. 

In 1912 the company introduced one of the first cyclecars/light cars the model AL2 which was priced 
at £185 and was mostly French built. It had a 1100 cc four-cylinder, water-cooled engine, a sharp V  
shaped radiator and shaft drive to the rear wheels. Its sporting potential was demonstrated when it was 
driven in the Cyclecar Grand Prix by Sir Francis Samuelson. The electrically equipped version with a 
1.2-litre engine was priced at £275. This model was marketed again after World War I, 
France in the teens 
had a thriving 
components industry 
whereby many 
manufacturers would 
simply assemble cars 
bearing their names, 
using a choice of 
proprietary 
components. As an 
example many French 
light cars were 
assembled to a 
formula using 
proprietary 
components and 
engines supplied by a 
plethora of 
proprietary motor 
manufacturers 
including 
Ballot,,Buchet, Chapius Dornier, Ruby SIME and Fivet.  It seems however that the relationship 
between T B Andre and Malicet and Blin must have been a bit closer than just a client as Andre also 
sold Malicet and Blin components and Ballot engines in England which then found their way into 
other English made light cars.  . 
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It would appear that this 8hp Marlborough was the largest selling model (up to 2000 were sold) and 
several were sold by the Adelaide agents A G Pritchard. The specification also included the V shaped 
radiator and increased engine capacity (by 100cc to 1100cc) and three-speed gearbox. The engines in 
surviving Australian Marlboroughs are badged Malicet and Blin and do not have the Ballot trademark 
anchor cast into the engine castings and were made by MAB. The car presently for sale came from 
Victoria some years ago and another similar survivor and parts of a third still exist in Victoria.  There 
are three other Marlboroughs in the United Kingdom and the remains of a Marlborough Thomas in 
NZ. Being assembled from proprietary parts there are other car brands such as the Wilton made in the 
UK which is in fact a very similar car made on a MAB chassis from exactly the same components 
purchased through T B Andre. The Sigma manufactured in France at the same time is exactly the same 
MAB running gear but powered by a Fivet engine. Hence the MAB proprietary parts enabled a number 
of small manufacturers to enter the market with cars bearing their own name. 
 The company survived World War 1, and  In 1921 the pre-war light car was replaced by a 
1496 cc British Anzani engined model which was equipped with rod brakes and a flat radiator.. 
The Roadspeed sports version was guaranteed to exceed 60 mph.  This model was short-lived and in 
1922 was superseded by a 1100cc French CIME powered car which was priced at £175 and which 
continued in production until the company's demise in 1926. 

.By 1924 T.B. Andre put his main sporting efforts into the Marlborough-Thomas which was built at 
Brooklands in partnership with J. G. Parry-Thomas.  This last model never reached customer 
production, but it was a British made sports car capable of 75mph and fitted with four-wheel braking. 
It was equipped with a 2-litre, six-cylinder, overhead-valve Coventry Climax engine. A    2 litre 
competition model raced by Parry Thomas lapped Brooklands at 104 mph. A survivor exists in New 
Zealand 

 
T B Andre later returned to car manufacture 
with the André car between 1933 and 
1934.This was a lightweight English two-
seater sports car manufactured in London W11. 
Only six of these cars, called the V6, which used 
a V-twin ohv JAP engine of 728cc, were ever 
built. Drive to the rear wheels was via a four 
speed gearbox. The floor pan acted also as the 
chassis and the suspension was by transverse 
leaf spring at the front and cantilevered springs 
at the rear. The car weighed 1170 pounds 
(531 kg) and was said to be able to achieve 
65 mph (105 km/h) with an economy of 45 mpg-
 (6.3 L/100 km; 37 mpg). 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The shortest distance between two points is under construction. ~Noelie Altito 
  



 

 

 
Bulletin December 2016  Page 11 

 
 

   
 

 

  A little London Weather - Sunday 30th October 2016 
 

‘Down Under’ London to Brighton Run for Veteran Cars and Motorcycles 
The Vintage Sports Car Club of South Australia 

 
Contributed by Nikki & Martin Carter 
 
After a day of oiling, cleaning, adjusting and of course polishing all that brass it was 
time for the 29th ‘Down 
Under’ London to 
Brighton. Anyone who 
took their car for a test 
drive on the Saturday 
was blessed with a 
perfect day. On the 
Sunday however, it was 
a cold, windy 19° with 
showers forecast. Our 
Pilot vehicle this year 
was a beautiful 1912 
Sunbeam of Lew Rayner. 
This year we did 
manage to make it 
back to our old car park 
and a good crowd turned up to see us off. There was hardly a car park spare on 
London Road. There was a good field of 29 cars with some members missing due to 
the clash of dates with the Tasmanian Rally.  
 
 

 
The expected rain held 
off until our morning tea 
stop with quite an event 
held at the Combined 
Car Club Clubrooms, 
with vintage caravans 
and valiants on display. 
The London Buns were 
bigger and better than 
last year, although, 
maybe we can work on 
the coffee next year. We 
departed at 11:10am 
and the rain arrived at 
11:00am.  
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We had heavy rain until 11:30am so we all got well and truly wet – some of us don’t 
have wind screens!  
 
The rain did see one or 
two cut and run but 
most stuck it out to 
Brighton Reserve where 
strong winds played 
havoc trying to keep 
the cardboard under 
our leaking cars. It was 
decided to do the 
trophy at Brighton and 
not at the Football club 
as the weather was 
threatening.  
 
A good lunch was had 
by a few; pity the 
weather wasn’t a bit more like Saturday and then most of the entrants would have 
enjoyed the Glenelg Football Club lunch and a great venue to display our vehicles.  
 
The Shannon’s trophy was awarded to a 1904 Cadillac. 
 
 
A big thank you to the 
run directors; Ian Loader 
and Rodney Wood for a 
great day. Also a thank 
you to the Marshalls on 
every corner and the 
morning tea staff! 
 
 
Let us not forget the 
Down Under London to 
Brighton (held on the 
same weekend) is a 
copy of the legendary 
English rally held first in 1898 to celebrate the passing of the Locomotive on Highway 
Act which saw the increase of the speed limit to 23kph. As a way to halt the 
development of the motoring industry the limit in 1878 was 6km in the country and 
3km in the town. We can help celebrate the 1898 motoring milestone by our own 
annual run and supporting our own re-enactment. 
 


