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Happy New Year 
 

  Photos: VCCSA Christmas Run (an Old Fashion Picnic) - 11th December 2016 

Line up for the egg throwing 
competition – or was it a Hoe-down? 
(Can you detect Santa on his rounds at 
the Oaklands Wetland Reserve) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Member of the Association of Veteran Car Clubs of Australia (AVCCA) 
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  From the Chairman 
 
Happy New Year to you all!  I hope that this first newsletter for 2017 finds you all well and looking forward 
to another great year of veteran motoring.  This year looks to be a very busy one for us as the members of 
the National Veteran Rally group finalise details and process registrations for the Clare event. 
 
With this month’s newsletter, you will also find a copy of the VCCSA Calendar of Events for 2017.  The 
committee hopes that in providing this information early on, it will assist with your preparations and 
planning to make every effort to be involved in some or perhaps all of these events. 
 
The Veteran Car Club of SA is only as good as the efforts and contributions its membership can offer.  We 
have a great club and some really diverse and skilled people across our membership.  If we are to continue 
to get the most out of our club for the advocacy of the veteran car movement, then I ask you to put forward 
some ideas or get involved in assisting your Committee to develop ideas to make your enjoyment with the 
VCCSA something memorable for 2017.   Please give thought towards a topic or something we should 
investigate as a topic for a monthly Gathering.  You might have something worth sharing that is a great 
interest to others; the “restoration round-up” night demonstrated this.  Perhaps you might like to assist with 
a monthly run(either planning or assisting with the planning).  Finally, I know our Editor would be thrilled 
to receive some new and fresh material from members (text or images) that we can share with everyone.   
 
Please, give this your full consideration, so we can maintain a strong and active club that serves the 
membership well. 
 
See you on the road in your Veteran soon.     Hamish McDonald (Chair) 
 
 

  Meetings 
 
The Club holds informal gatherings at 8pm on the 
first Wednesday of each month, except January, at 
the Colonel Light Gardens RSL, Dorset Ave.  
Park behind on what was the bowling green, enter 
from Windsor Ave.   
 
Assemble at 7.30 for a pre-meeting chat. The only 
formal club meeting is the Annual General 

Meeting, held on the first Wednesday in July each 
year. 
 
January 2017 - No club gathering.  

Wednesday 1st February - Members vehicle 
restoration update - TBC 

 

 

 Upcoming Club events 
  
26th January The Australia Day Run takes place a little further afield this year, starting in 

McLaren Vale and traversing some quiet country roads.  Whilst this breaks with 
the ‘tradition’ of a short run in the city, it reflects the requests of some members 
who have asked for a longer run to offset the shorter runs we take during the 
year.   
Start Location: McLaren Vale Information Centre  (796 Main Road, 
McLaren Vale)  
Start Time: 10:30am (arrive from 10am) 
Lunch: Meadows Bakery or Greenman Inn* (Subject to numbers - $20 meal) 
* Booking numbers are required – please email vccsasecretary@gmail.com if you are attending 
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 Upcoming Local & National Club events 
  
 
24th – 30th Sept 2017 

 
National Veteran Vehicle Rally, Clare Valley, South Australia.   

The Expression of Interest Form is available from our web site 
http://vccsa.org.au/events-2/National-Veteran-Vehicle- Rally-Clare-2017. 
Coordinated by the Sporting Car Club of SA and the Veteran Car Club of SA, 
the 2017 National Rally will be based in the regional township of Clare, the 
focus of the Valley’s rich blend of attractions and activities, including vineyards 
and wineries as well as regional mining and pastoral commerce.  

Contact Peter Templer 0417 081 502. 

Do not miss this wonderful opportunity – register your interest now! 

 
Also to note - The Horseless Carriage Club of America (HCCA) South-East Australia Region will be 
holding an International Veteran Tour in Bathurst NSW from 30th August to 6th September 2019. This 
event could potentially involve 200 pre-1916 vehicles, many coming out from the USA. 

 

 Upcoming Swap Meet events 
 
15th Jan   Hahndorf Lions Club 
5th Feb   Victor Harbor Auto jumble 

19th Mar   Clare 

 

  Notices  
 

The VCCSA Club Restoration Coordinator is Neil Francis Ph: 8373 4992.  Please contact Neil for 
information on current restoration projects and resources available within the Club.  
 
USA BRUSH merges into BRUSH AUSTRALIA  
     The Founder and Executives of USA Brush have accepted our offer of membership in Brush 
Australia and will merge their operations, which have been inactive since the tragic death of the 
legendary Mac McCoy, into Brush Australia. Our Hamish McDonald of South Australia, Editor of our 
Newsletter The SWEEP, is busy designing our new website which will be accessible by all Brush owners 
around the world. 
     We welcome the eighty four new members, giving us a membership of 115 Brush owners, 31 
Australians, 5 English, 7 Europeans, 2 New Zealand and 70 United States, and encourage all members 
to contribute to our development of our Brush history and our future activities. Given our worldwide 
membership I am proposing to members that we change our name to BRUSH OWNERS REGISTER. 
Contact: Bob Lamond - Brush Mentor/Historian  Mb: 0409 712 101 
Postal: “Solbakken” 267 Upper Piambong Rd, Piambong 2850, AUSTRALIA 

 

Many people look forward to the New Year for a new start on old habits  
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  For sale /wanted 
 
For Sale 

For Sale circa 1912 Marlborough 8/10 HP roadster 
 
If you want a big powerful veteran car that will storm hills with ease and allow you to be 
a hoon, read no further. Although the bulb horn goes poop poop, Mr Toad would not like 
this car. 
 
If you want a small interesting light 4 cylinder (about 1100cc 3speed and reverse 
gearbox) veteran that you can drive in local rallies and tow interstate on a single axle 
trailer for rallies, this is a suitable car. On the flat it should go along nicely but in the hills 
you will be using the gearbox and progress will not be so fast. Being a veteran car 
sometimes it may require 
dignified patience. Not 
quite a cyclecar, but a 
more refined light car. 
 
The Marlborough was an 
Anglo French car made up 

of Malicet and Blin components to the order of TB Andre in 
England and generally sold in the UK and colonies. The car 
is believed to have been originally sold in Victoria and it was 
initially picked up and restored by Jim King in the 1950s. It 
changed ownership and continued to be used in Victorian 
rallies right up until the late 1970s when it came to SA. This 
detailed history is set out in a scrapbook which goes with the 
car. 

 
Since coming to this state it has had some work done 
including a new top water outlet manifold being cast up 
and fitted and also routine engine and other maintenance 
but it has not been out on rallies due to the health of the 
owner. An electric starter has been fitted and works well. 
The owner loves this car very much and wishes it to go to 
a caring non-toad home where it will be enjoyed and 
rallied more frequently 

 
Enquiries to the owner  Peter von Czarnecki on 08 8362 
3145   
 
 
For Sale –1909 Model A Maxwell. Price $40,000.   
Telephone 0418 347 216, 9776 5611 or email 
graelyn48@bigpond.com. 
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    Tasmanian National Veteran Rally Report 
By Hamish McDonald	  
 
The National Veteran Rally or what some might call the “Whirlwind Tour” or what I call the “Road-
kill Rally,” was one of those events you must do and you have to be there to truly experience and 
understand what it is that I am sharing with you now.  There is nothing quite like the Tasmanian 
country side and the North-West and Central Coast regions were spectacular indeed.  Before I get 
started, I had better say - well done to all the rally team and the VCCA-Tas for organising this week of 
activities and for making such a memorable event.  It is always great to attend these national rallies 
and catch up with people from across Australia and share in their joy of driving their cars and bikes on 
the roads.  I hope these events continue well into the future and that anyone who reads this really gives 
thought to taking part at some stage.  It was also great to see so many VCC-SA members and vehicles 
participating.  Here is a list of members and their vehicles.  Well done to you all! 
 
Rally Number Entrant Vehicle 
1 Hamish McDonald Model T Ford 
33 Ken McAllen Dodge Roadster 
49 Phil McDonald Model T Ford 
55 Ray Mossop Minerva Tourer 
60 Tony Beaven  
62 Peter Templer Dodge Roadster 
77 Mark Anderson Humber Tourer 
78 Julian McNeil Argyll Wagonette 
 
For my report on the National Veteran ‘Tour’ for 2016, I won’t do a day by day recount, you can read 
that in another club journal.  This is a look at some of the ‘highlights’ that I experienced in getting to 
and during the rally (a very different insight).   
 
Highlight #1 - The Trailer 
 
Throughout the year I have been using every weekend to re-build a terrible rusted out and broken 
down car trailer I found on Gumtree trying to rebuild it into an enclosed trailer.  Let me just say this 
was a challenge and wouldn’t have been possible without the assistance of my brothers Travis and 
Lachlan (and also Dad). It was very cheap to acquire as a kit or I wouldn’t have bothered in the first 
place!  Something this size doesn’t easily fit in a shed so all the work was done outside.  If you thought 
it was an above average rainfall year in 2016, let me tell you it was, because virtually every weekend 
saw rain and to get the thing ready in time I was outside working on it in that rain!  There’s dedication 
to get to Tassie!  I was assembling parts and pieces from everywhere.  Peter Allen even offered to 
collect a set of rims I had acquired from a person on the way back from the Burra motorcycle rally. 
The week before we were set to leave, the cover for the trailer was ready, the trailer was spray painted 
by club member Martyn Carter – thanks Martyn - and was still drying when it was taken for its first 
run and smoke arose from the brakes.  A mad rush to the ABS workshop the next day saw a confident 
mechanic saying it would be ready in 2 days.  Using this time we prepared both Dad’s and my Model 
T’s along with packing our bags ready to catch the Spirit of Tasmania in a weeks’ time.  To cut a long 
story short, we collected the trailer from the mechanic at 4:30pm on the night before we were set to 
sail and had to rush home to pack the last car in the trailer and immediately head off to Stawell 
(arriving by 11:30pm that night).  This ensured we had plenty of time the next day to reach the boat, 
after finding the trailer drop off and navigating two veteran vehicles in the busy Melbourne traffic.  
You might say easy done, well wait there’s more. . . .  
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Highlight #2 - Getting to the Ferry 
 
Yes we arrived in Melbourne early, found the trailer 
park easily using the GPS and the person set to let us 
in phoned to say – not coming.  He relayed the code 
for the gate and said anywhere will do.  We let 
ourselves in and there’s no space.  I can see trailers, 
caravans and boats and no space for one, let alone two 
trailers and 1x modern for the week.  We luckily 
found someone who was working in a shed at the 
back to help us find a space and a little bit of musical 
carpark work created just enough space to fit 
everything.  We then unloaded the Model T’s and 
headed for our first experience crossing the Westgate 
Bridge.  My Ford zoomed along without issue and I 
could see Dad in his T right up to the on ramp.  I focused on the merging traffic and that’s the last I 
saw of Dad.  On the other side we agreed to pull into the service station and regroup.  I waited and 
waited and where were they?  A phone call found Dad had broken down on the western side of the 
Westgate Bridge.  The worst place possible.  And more to the fact, my brother Lachlan was telling me 

on the phone the damage was terminal – the rivets 
on the clutch plate had sheared off.  (Later, the 
cause was found to be that the back of the brake 
drum casting had cracked and a piece of metal was 
caught in the space between the brake drum and the 
clutch plate).  What to do?  There are sign boards 
plastered all along the Westgate Bridge saying if 
your car breaks down – “Stay in your vehicle and 
call the emergency number.”  Let’s do what they 
say and phone the number.  I can share with you 
now – don’t waste your time – the number doesn’t 
work!  As luck would have it, the car broke down 
about 1km past the Yarraville Supercheap Auto, so 

Lachlan ran back to the shop, purchased a tow rope and then towed it across the bridge with the 
modern.  We then collected the trailer, towed it across the bridge, loaded the stricken Ford T and left 
the trailer in storage ready for our return journey home.  We then returned to my Ford parked on the 
east side of the Westgate Bridge.  By now it was really time to have a quick bite to eat and then shoot 
to the Spirit for boarding inspection.  Luckily it was a lovely sunny day, about 26C degrees, so we 
were all hoping for a calm crossing to try and relax from our ordeal. Well wait there’s more. . . .  
 
Highlight #3 - The Crossing/Arrival in Tassie 
 
During the night, the weather started to turn for the worse 
and we had rough seas for most of the night, even 
arriving in Devonport an hour late (the return journey 
wasn’t all that much smoother either – but such a great 
experience). This weather change pretty much set the 
tone for the week.  Being slow moving veteran cars, for 
some reason the crew put all the travelling veteran cars in 
last and unloaded them last.  We were all together on the 
upper mezzanine floor.  This was a sight to see – veteran 
vehicles running along the ship in such a tight space. 
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Once offloaded, we battled the cold wind and rain to travel to Ulverstone so we could have breakfast at 
the club rooms and register.  My first drama occurred as I crossed the Forth River Bridge on route 
when a gust of wind from nowhere caught my top and lifted it sky high, taking my windscreen with it!  
Dad and I saved it as it was flying by and held it in place as we came to a stop.  This was not the first 
time this would happen in the wind. 
 
Highlight #4 – The rally 
 
The meals and places to visit throughout the rally were all wonderful and the Model T is the perfect 
vehicle for a rally like this (what am I saying, it’s perfect for every rally!) as it was a mixture of flat 
and hilly terrains.  I think the difference in this rally was that it brought a challenge to all the drivers 
having to navigate the different terrains and coping with gear changes going up and down very steep 
inclines.  Some roads ended with T junctions and the “be in/use low gear” warnings became a good 
mantra for those not lucky enough to be in a Model T!  You see, they just glide from low to top with 
ease and when you have a Ruckstell you can even venture up the steepest of hills in 3rd gear.  
Although, having said that, there were a fair few times I had to grind to a halt or drop into Ruckstell 
low as someone in front had fluffed a gear change or come to a halt to find a low gear to start off from.  
But this is what made it all so exciting and different.  I think the best day was travelling to Tasmazia 
out from Sheffield.  Amazing country side with mountains rising up out of nowhere.  Just terrific! 
 

Veteran cars lined up for lunch at the Black stump café at the base of Mt Roland. 
 
The further we went inland from the coast the more spectacular things became.  One day we ventured 

to Leven Canyon, this was another great adventure as we managed 
to keep ahead of all the other cars and had a good clear run all day.  
It was also the day we spotted the most ‘road kill’ as we went 
along.  Driving along in an open car, I can honestly say some smelt 
very fresh indeed! With ‘tongue-in-cheek,’ we commented to each 
other our hope that these were not on the final rally dinner menu; 
now that some States were changing the status of ‘Game’ meat to 
allow human consumption of Possums and other.   There was also 
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a daily game for rally participants to spot a Tassie tiger wearing a coloured scarfe on the side of the 
road and tell the organisers where you saw it.  We didn’t spot any of these signs at all, but we did spot 
a Tassie Devil along with a lot of possums.   
 
Did you know. . . .  every year it is estimated that more 
than 500,000 marsupials, birds and reptiles are killed 
on Tasmania’s roads. This figure is only an estimate 
as many injured animals leave the roads to die, and 
dead animals are removed by carrion eating species, 
so the actual number could be much higher, closer to 
1,000,000! The rate of roadkill in Tasmania is the 
highest in Australia and equates to one dead animal 
visible on the road or road verge every two-four 
kilometres at any given point in time. In some areas, 
termed ‘hotspots,’ the number of animals killed per kilometre is much higher. 
 
I am sure that many of the other participants from our club will regale you with some fascinating 
stories of their experiences on the Rally (hopefully nothing to the extent I endured) and also some of 
the sights they saw during and after the rally, as many stayed on for some additional time.  Sadly, I had 
just the weekend to return to Adelaide and organise my return to work finalising a series of exams, an 
orchestra tour, an end of year music concert, and then sorting and sending out 100 Kytons Bakery 
Christmas orders for a music fundraiser!  It was a good time had by all and I look back on this 
knowing it’s now a New Year and hopefully these experiences might not be repeated. 
 

qqqqqqqqq 
 

 
Dead crocodile attached to the wheel arches and running board of a motor car with its mouth propped 

open, Gulf of Carpentaria, 1914 – (picture from nla.gov.au) 
Is that a 1913 Model T Ford? 
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    Lacoste & Battmann, Howard Carter et al 
By Terry Parker 
 

Darryl Grey of Renault notoriety, is a part 
time volunteer at Birdwood and was asked 
to identify the car in the photograph.  He 
passed it to me and I first thought Humber, 
but then realised the 5 spoke steering 
wheel. Then thought Lacoste & Battmann, 
but wasn’t sure, so sent to Alan Meredith 
who confirmed it.   
 
A while ago Andrew Howe-Davies bought 
a L&B and Alan picked it as the same 

model.  Andrew had been doing battle with the 
dating mob in UK (as you do) and was delighted 
to receive a copy of the picture, particularly as 
the car contains Howard Carter, photographed  
at the Mena House Hotel in Cairo.   
 
Andrew has been involved with Highclere 
Castle, Caernarvon’s seat and Carter’s Patron, 
and we guess, by now is into their archives. 
Lacoste & Battmann were prolific makers of 

kits for cars, many of which were sold as British. They were French, but were a registered company in 
London, like Darracq. Their running gear was used to create Gamage, Horley, Speedwell (Nigel 
Steele-Scott), Cudelle,  Century, Jackson, Napolean and Regal to name a few.  Motors used were 
Aster, Buchet, Clement, Prunel, and the ever reliable De Dion, in virtually all forms and horsepowers.  
All had sliding pinion gearboxes, which were less complicated and more reliable than De Dion’s 
expanding clutch creation, these were superseded themselves in 1907 by a sliding pinion box.  
 
It was a great bit of detective work all sorted by Club members.     Terry Parker 
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    The Mystery Vehicle 
Can you identify this wonderful collection of moving parts? 

Research: David Chantrell 

 
 

 
 
 

Auto racing began 5 minutes after the second car was built. ~ Henry Ford

 


