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The Mittons out with friends for a spot of breakfast at Cibo in the 1904 De Dion Bouton 

 
 
 

Member of the Association of Veteran Car Clubs of Australia (AVCCA) 



 

 
Bulletin February 2017  Page 2 

 
 

   
 

  From the Chairman 
 
Since my last report, I have been extremely busy working to 
rebuild an early Brush Runabout that I acquired from the USA in 
the middle of 2016 and was only able to collect it on the 23rd of 
December – from Bathurst!  This was a major effort to drive 
over and return by Christmas Eve.  It was actually a very 
uneventful trip compared to my experiences going on the recent 
National Veteran Rally, for which I was very glad.  The Brush, 
whilst being almost complete, had been stored for some 46 years 
in a barn and as a result time has taken its toll.   As some fellow 
Brush supports have said I am on a mission to achieve the world 
record for the restoration of a Brush.  This will most likely need to be the case if it is to be finished and 
ready for the 2017 National Brush Rally in July.  I am happy to keep a running commentary on this 
restoration if you are interested, it’s proving to be an interesting learning experience.   
 
The New Year has well and truly started off in great fashion with our Australia Day Run through the 
Fleurieu and along the Willunga Ranges with a very successful turn out of members making the effort to 
take part.  I think this event reflect the efforts of your Managing Committee to develop interesting journeys 
and a range of runs that reflect the diversity of our membership.   
 
Last month you would have received the VCCSA Calendar and this highlights some of the other runs and 
events that the committee has planned for us to enjoy during the year.  The Committee is also looking for 
opportunities to collaborate with other clubs that support the veteran movement and cater for our interests.  I 
draw to your attention the planned Gawler Veteran and Vintage Run for 5th April and the recently  modified 
date for the ‘Down Under’ London to Brighton to Sunday the 1st October to take advantage of the national 
rally participants – hopefully this earlier date remains permanent as this would reduce future clashes with 
other veteran vehicle events.  Furthermore, as a club we are actively seeking to foster a stronger connection 
with our colleagues in the Veteran Car Club of Victoria.  As such in this Bulletin you will see an entry form 
for their very successful 1 and 2 cylinder rally.  This year it takes place in Hamilton.  Can we get a group of 
VCCSA members to take part?  The hope is that this relationship might develop further to where we will see 
different cars from both states taking part in each other’s events. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you all at our first VCCSA Gathering for the year.   Hamish McDonald (Chair) 
 
 

  Meetings 
 
The Club holds informal gatherings at 8pm on the 
first Wednesday of each month, except January, at 
the Colonel Light Gardens RSL, Dorset Ave.  
Park behind on what was the bowling green, enter 
from Windsor Ave.   
 
Assemble at 7.30 for a pre-meeting chat. The only 
formal club meeting is the Annual General 
Meeting, held on the first Wednesday in July each 
year. 
 
Wednesday 1st February - Is there another 
veteran vehicle in your future this year?  This 

month we will hear just how easy it is to purchase 
and import a vehicle to Australia from the USA.  
Representatives from “Mustangs and Australian 
Classics” will share their views and experiences 
on the process and pitfalls to be aware of with 
this.  They will also answer your questions on any 
aspect of the process as well as bringing in parts 
and spares. 
 
Wednesday 5th April – Andrew Hayes will 
present South Australia’s own Vauxhall Prince 
Henry. 

Wednesday 3rd May – Club member sharing 
information on their car collection. 
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 Upcoming Club events 
  
1st February There is to be a garage visit at 6.00pm on this Wednesday 1st February before 

our normal club gathering. 
 
Our overseas member Andrew Howe Davies has a 1912 Renault AX Colonial, 
which is currently stored in Phil Keane’s shed for use at the National Veteran 
Vehicle Rally in Clare this coming September. 
 
As there is no access to our clubrooms for vehicles, Phil has volunteered a 
viewing and kicking of tyres of the vehicle prior to the meeting at his place from 
6.00pm onwards, which gives you the opportunity to see the vehicle, currently 
unique to SA. 
 
It is a four seater Renault and has done quite a number of miles around Australia. 
For example in 2012, the car was driven from Sydney to Perth over 18 days 
across the Nullabor without breakdown. 
 
It was entered in two Tassie rallies last year and was driven from Melbourne to 
Adelaide after the recent National Veteran Rally in Tasmania. 
 
Trish has volunteered to do an extra plate of sandwiches for the viewing. 
 
Note that Phil’s address is 3 Piccadilly Circus, Colonel Light Gardens. 
 

5th February Wallis Cinemas Mitcham are Screening Digitally re-mastered Classic movies. 
 
One of these is Genevieve, and is to be screened at the Mitcham Cinema next 
Sunday, 5th February 2017.  As of going to print Wallis Cinemas cannot give us 
a screening time on the day until this Tuesday. We have requested a 10.30am 
screening if possible. 
 
Once we are advised as to the screening time and cost, we will communicate 
through email only. 
 
For those members that are receiving the Bulletin by post, and if you will not be 
at the meeting this Wednesday, can you contact Phil Keane by phone if you 
would like to come any time after Tuesday evening, and he will advise you of 
the session time and the cost of entry. Phil 8277 2468 or Mob 0417 819 080 
 
We are expecting to make a bulk booking, so any advice of your attendance 
would be appreciated. Either by return email, on Wednesday evening at the 
meeting, or for the mail members, when you ring Phil to check on the details. 
* Booking numbers are required – please email vccsasecretary@gmail.com if you are attending 
 

5th March Creepy Crawly Run for 1 & 2 Cylinder Vehicles – McLaren Vale.  Hamish 
will publish run details for this event during February. 
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9th April Combined Club Run with the ‘Gawler To Barossa Veteran & Vintage Run’.  
Organised by the Gawler Veteran, Vintage and Classic Vehicle Club, this run is 
from Gawler to Greenock, via Lyndoch, Tanunda & Seppeltsfield. The run is for 
cars, motor cycles and commercials up to & including 1930 only. 
 
Those participating VCCSA members will meet at 8:00am at White Road, Gepps 
Cross then proceed as soon as possible to the start in the Gawler TAFE car park, 
Lyndoch Road (South Side) next to Fasta Pasta by 9.00am.  The VCCSA Run 
Co-ordinator is Phil Keane.  
 
Large area for trailer unloading at the start and at the destination. 
 
Rally start time: 9:30am 
Cost: $10 entry per vehicle includes morning tea. 
 
Contact: David Prest: 0438 112 266 & email: vvrun@gawlercarclub.com 
An entry form will be included with this Bulletin. 
 

7th May Ladies Run to Kingston House for a restorative Deavonshire afternoon tea.  
  

 Upcoming Local & National Club events 
 
 
12th Febuary All British Day Sunday will be held at the Echunga Recreation Ground in 

Echunga. 
 

 

 

16th-19th March RACV 1 & 2 Cylinder Rally, Hamilton Victoria organized by the Veteran Car 
Club of Aust.(Vic). Entries close 24th February. 
Contact Information for Entry Form: 
Brendan Walsh. Email: beejliss@bigpond.com  Phone: 0418 103 739 
Website: www.veterancarclub.org.au 
Or contact the VCCSA club secretary for more information. 

 

 

 
24th – 30th Sept National Veteran Vehicle Rally, Clare Valley, South Australia.   

The Expression of Interest Form is available from our web site 
http://vccsa.org.au/events-2/National-Veteran-Vehicle- Rally-Clare-2017. 
Coordinated by the Sporting Car Club of SA and the Veteran Car Club of SA, 
the 2017 National Rally will be based in the regional township of Clare, the 
focus of the Valley’s rich blend of attractions and activities, including vineyards 
and wineries as well as regional mining and pastoral commerce.  
Contact Peter Templer 0417 081 502. 

 

 

 
30th Aug - 6th Sep 
2019 

The Horseless Carriage Club of America (HCCA) South-East Australia 
Region will be holding an International Veteran Tour in Bathurst NSW from 
30th August to 6th September 2019. This event could potentially involve 200 
pre-1916 vehicles, many coming out from the USA. 
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 Upcoming Swap Meet events 
 
5th Feb  Victor Harbor Auto jumble 
5th Feb   Model T Ford Club of Aust. 

Lockleys Primary School 
12th Mar Campbelltown 

19th Mar  Clare 
5th-7th May Naracoorte 
21st May Kapunda 

 

  Notices  
 

New Members 
Please welcome Philip Bishop who has a veteran Humber (ex. the Bahnisch stable). 

 
  For sale /wanted 

 

WANTED - 1 x BUFFALO WIRE WHEEL TO TAKE A 30 X 3.5 tyre as per photos. Contact Ian 
Voysey 0432454942 coxseyim@gmail.com 

 
 
WANTED – some better luck in the Vanderbilt Cup circa 1910… 

 
The six Vanderbilt Cup Races held on Long Island 
from 1904 to 1910 were some of the greatest 
sporting events of their day, and the first 
international automobile road races held in the 
United States. The races had a far-reaching impact 
on the development of American automobiles and 
parkways. 
 
 
Here is Arthur Chevrolet with the Buick in which 
he was practicing for the Vanderbuilt Cup. 
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    Australia Day Run – Thursday 26th January 2017 
 
Photos By Ian Voysey & Hamish McDonald 
 

 
This year’s Australia Day Run was held a little further afield this year, starting in McLaren Vale and 
traversing some country roads.  Whilst this breaks with the ‘tradition’ of a short run in the city, it 
proved to be well supported with some members taking advantage of a longer run.  It proved to be a 
very enjoyable day and all those taking part enjoyed the experience.  Thanks to all who made the 
effort, it was a most enjoyable day. Hamish McDonald 
 

Participating Vehicles  
1913 Model T Ford Phil McDonald 

Dodge Roadster Ken Allen 
1915 Model T Ford Travis McDonald 
1913 Model T Ford Bob Seller 
1914 Model T Ford Vern Eagell 

1912 Sunbeam Lew Reyner 
1905 Swift  Julian McNeil 

1918 Studebaker David Martin 
1913 Napier “Colonial” Howard Filtness & Dianne Barber 

1913 Model T Ford Ian Voysey  
1909 Maxwell Trevor Paynter 
1924 Delage Alan Holyfield 
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And the day as recorded by Ian Voysey: 
 
We assembled at the McLaren Vale 
Information Centre after our run down 
from Adelaide at about 10.15 to be greeted by other Veteran Cars and their friends. CARS 12, 
PEOPLE 33; Yes 33! We knew it was going to be a great day. With run details in hand, we set off 
though McLaren Vale (little traffic) onto Kangarilla Rd. through McLaren Flat where the Maxwell 
blew a tyre and retired for the day. Onward through lush greenery and now sunny skies, we headed 
eastward up, into and along the Willunga hills and onto Meadows for lunch. Sufficiently satisfied by 
our meal, we continued our run south down Bull Creek Rd., through Ashbourne, Mount Observation, 
turning right through Nangkita onto Mt Compass and our final group stop for refreshments at the 
Strawberry Farm where you could buy and pick your own sweet, luscious strawberries. Some headed 
home, while the rest travelled back down Old Willunga Hill Rd. to say farewell at runs end, The Alma 
Hotel.  A great day, great people, great place, with great cars and NO TRAFFIC LIGHTS. 
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    What are little girls made of?   
 
Or the many and varied components of the Speedwell. 
By Nigel Steele Scott	  
 
My  1904 Speedwell, Car No 4998, “is made of sugar and spice and everything nice” as selected by 
Elie Lacoste and Emile Battmann of Levallois to their customer’s order. They began producing chassis 

in~1896, but rarely sold a car under their own name until 
1905/6, and then mostly Motor Bus chassis, which by all 
accounts were not reliable.  Here is the car, in much the same 
condition as when I bought it in the late 1980s with the then 
owner, Des Carter, in sunglasses striding towards it, probably 
after refreshments at the Victoria hotel. Alongside the 
fabulous Gobron-Brillie long since gone from SA, rebuilt, 
and winning prizes at Pebble Beach. 
 
The Speedwell motor company also sold a variety of 
vehicles.  The earliest reference to Speedwell cars I have 
found so far is a 1903 Advertisement for a secondhand 5HP 
Speedwell being sold by the Speedwell Company in Reading.  
In 1903 they were apparently operating from this address and 
another at 50 Albert Gate.  They claimed to be the only 
English Agent for the range of Gardner Serpollet steam cars.  
This claim was hotly disputed by Gardner and Serpollet who 
said the so called Speedwell license to sell their cars was 
“written on a piece of paper signed by somebody else” 
 
 My 10 HP Speedwell 

tonneau is clearly a Lacoste and Battman product. Its nameplate 
lists 151 Knightsbridge as the business address, just a few 100 
yards from Albert Gate.  Inspecting the Speedwell and other cars 
of similar heritage shows how L & B garnered parts from all 
over as well as manufacturing their own, the latter sometimes 
marked with the letters L B.  The identity of my car is from the 
“manufacturer’s “(sic) nameplate, and the inscriptions on the hub 
caps.  
 
Starting at the front, the brass radiator is a square tube “honeycomb”, where the tubes are square in 

 
1 Top of Taps 19/3/49 

 

 



 

 

 
Bulletin February 2017  Page 9 

 
 

   
 

section instead of being swaged out and the ends are held apart by a lacing of 1mm copper wire and 
solder at each end of the tubes.  The radiator was made by CJ Megevet of Geneve who was also 
making stationary and marine engines before WW1.  Their radiators are usually seen on many early 
English Talbots and featured in the Brown Bros catalogues of the period. The radiator cap is stamped 
E Megevet Geneve. Another member of the Megevet family? 
The square tube pattern was accepted as a Mercedes innovation and was intermediate between the Gill 
tube and the more usual honeycomb where the swaging of the ends of the cylindrical tubes replaced 
the wire spacer.  
 
Speedwell engines advertised were mostly De Dion or Aster, but Speedwells with Toni Huber engines 
are recorded and in the case of our car the engine is a 2 cylinder 1500cc Volta. This is the only engine 
known from the Volta company which exhibited a pile of 1, 2 and 4 cylinder motors at the Paris Motor 
Show in 1904. There were some advertisements’ in English and French magazines also in 1904, but 
the company was never to be heard of again 
until the grime was removed from the engine 
of my car.   
 
The carburettor was almost certainly 
Longuemaire and I have a Longuemaire 
spray jet carburettor which fits the manifold 
and mountings perfectly.  However  I have 
been unable to seal the spray jet gland except 
with material that decays in petrol and later 
blocks the spray jets.  Even when very clean, tuning the carburettor is difficult and the engine does not 
run really well. Instead I use the excellent and universal Model T Ford unit. The throttle is controlled 
both by a governor inside the timing gear casing driven off the half time gear and a lever on the 
steering wheel. I have disconnected the governor. 
 
The levers on the steering wheel control throttle and spark. They move with the steering wheel and 
there is an ingenious system described in the Autocar in1903/4 as a “Mercedes” type at the base of the 
steering column.  A separate worm on the bottom of each control rod in the steering column drives a 
sector up and down at the bottom of the column and transfers that motion to a lever to make sure the 
spark and throttle settings are not altered by steering wheel rotation.  It works quite well, but it is 
disconcerting when maneuvering to find the hand controls not where you last left them. Clearly 
Mercedes was the company to follow at this time. 

 
As a contrast, the steering box is unmarked, but again in The Autocar it is described as a “Daimler 
Hour Glass” system in which the hour glass shaped worm fits the sector with continuous engagement 
over several teeth resulting in a very even wear pattern on the gears instead of the usual slop in the 
centre 
 
The twin coil box is an elegant affair in a neat wooden box. The car had a magneto connected with a 
chain to the half time shaft when I bought it but I bought a complete twin coil box from Kevin Field 
and it looks exactly like the one in the original photos.  The Vulcanite top carrying the two tremblers is 
stamped with an indecipherable name.  The late John Sharp rebuilt it. 
 
Ignition is by a low tension Battmann distributor with a roller contact on the half time shaft controlled 
from the steering wheel.  I rebuilt it with the Bakelite fibre material commonly used as an electrical 
insulator.  While it appears to be the same as the original knackered material it was very sensitive to 
dust and required constant lubrication or cleaning with a spray of kerosine or similar lubricant. Most 
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recently I have modified a new Ford model T four-cylinder distributor inner to two cylinders.  Is made 
of a hard Bakelite material and has solved the dust problem.  
 
The clutch is a standard leather cone with no distinguishing marks.  As well as the normal clutch pedal 
and linkage, there is a secondary linkage to disengage the clutch when the main hand brake is applied.  
Many years ago when I drove early heavy duty trucks, disengagement of the drive while braking 
(especially downhill) was called “Angels Gear” due to the consequences of poor brakes and no engine 
braking.  This argument applies in spades to veterans, so I disconnected this feature.  The foot brake 
drum is on the end of the third motion shaft from the gearbox, and was clearly intended as a 

supplementary unit.  As it was constantly bathed in oil 
leaking from the rear gearbox bearing the cast-iron linings 
were hardly worn.  I used automatic transmission banding on 
the shoe and an o-ring seal in the bearing and it is now an 
effective brake. 
 
The gearbox is a neat bronze cased unit 3F 1 R with 
sequential change.  Top Gear is engaged with a dog clutch.  
The steel shafts run in hardened steel bearing, and even now 
show less than 0.002” wear after 113 years of use.  Strangely 
all the bearings and shafts are imperial and the few nuts and 
bolts are metric. The gearbox is numbered, and the later 
numbered gear box on the 1904 10HP Speedwell Chassis 
5072has a circular bronze Speedwell name plate matching the 
curved design radiator characteristic of later Speedwells.  
There are lots of advertisements for variants of small 
Speedwells, but few for larger cars with 2 or 4 cylinder 
engines.  One of my correspondents has made a complete 
gearbox from scratch, and he believes they may originally 
have been made by Malicet et Blin. There are no 
distinguishing marks on the casing and Malicet et Blin 
normally used the MAB trademark.  

  
The differential is clearly labeled with a big LB cast in the housing.  The later Speedwells have 
Speedwell cast in the housing instead. The gears are also strong enough to drive a 5 ton truck. A spring 
loaded tramp rod running from the centre to the rear chassis cross member takes up the torque of 
acceleration and braking (sic) on the differential.  The bearings are the simple ball and cup found in 
bicycle wheels and pedals.  I misguidedly attempted to put taper bearings in the axles, which was a 
mistake as the castings have no lateral strength and the slightest tension on the taper resulted in 
stretching of the castings.  I changed my mind!   
 
 
Lubrication for the engine gearbox and differential was by 
total loss from a reservoir on the dash.  I have done my best 
to seal up this antisocial process, but the car does leak some 
oil, primarily from the engine.  As the sump only holds 6- 
700ml before the crankshaft stirs it up, I still prefer to see 
some oil leaking from the engine, but the gearbox and 
differential have responded well to simple seals. 
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The chassis has wooden side members reinforced with flitch 
plates and U section steel channels at each end. A tubular 
sub frame supports the engine and gearbox.  All the bolts 
have a B (Battmann) forged in their heads. 
 
The bonnet is a proprietary item from Rousseau, 10 Rue 
Chaveau, Neuilly sur Seine down to the catches and latches  
which are marked to a different maker. 
 
 
 
 
The 
suspension is 
by the normal 
cart springs in 
unbushed 
eyes and steel 
pins.  All a bit 
worn but OK 
now. Each 

spring leaf is stamped Acier Denain( Fondrie Acier 
Denain , still extant) and NZ Paris(quality? Agent?).  
The nicely cast spring U-bolts end in 12mm rods with 
14tpi threads (tricky). 
 
A 1904 Speedwell sales brochure which came to light 
recently specifies a dark red colour for the chassis.  I 
found this colour under and around the spring hangers, so it was easy to match.  Bodies were finished 
in a dark green, so I chose one of the many shades of British racing green (it is a SPEEDwell after all).  
Not to be outdone I have added my own body plate to the replica body constructed from the early 
photographs of the car in the hands of its original owners, the Cornell family. 
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  

qqqqqqqqq 
 
 

I haven’t lost my mind. I know exactly where I left it.  
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   1905. 14-16 HP ARGYLL  CAR - Dog-Cart Body 
 
By Julian McNeil 
 

 
 
This Argyll was built at the Hozier Street Engineering Works at Bridgetown Glasgow.  The company 
had been set up by a young engineer, Alexander Govan in 1899. Argyll cars enjoyed early success due 
to wins in motoring trials and an aggressive advertising campaign to at one stage become the second 
most productive car company in Europe.  The success was short-lived however as in 1905 the 
company moved to Alexandria,  north of Glasgow to a specifically built factory that could be only be 
described as palatial, the façade of which still stands today. This move was followed by the early death 
of Alexander Govan at the age of 38 from a cerebral haemorrhage. These events put the company into 
bankruptcy by 1908. The Argyll Company continued under new management but was wound up just 
before the First World War.  
 
Many Argylls were sold in South Australia in some part due to the efforts of S. Cheney a salesman for 
the Duncan and Fraser Motor Company, later to become better known as the South Australian agent 
for the Model T Ford and subsequent Ford cars. 
 
This car was bought from the sale of ‘Terry’s School for Chauffers and Mechanics’  which operated in 
Victoria Square between the wars and was sold up in 1947. Its initial restoration was completed by Mr 
Reg Jamieson, a noted veteran car collector, who rallied it extensively in the 1950s to 1970s. It was 
often driven by his wife and was affectionately know as ‘Mary of Argyll’ after the popular song.   
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It has a twin cylinder Aster Engine – 
these were French proprietary 
engines that Argyll subsequently 
made under licence. The gearbox is a 
Govan patent gearbox made to avoid 
the Renault patent ,which first 
allowed straight through drive in top 
gear. The two gear levers in the 
Govan patent were a bad design flaw 
theoretically allowing two gears to be 
engaged at once, so not many 
survived. 
 
The body is a ‘dog-cart’ with a rear 
entrance door with passensers in the 
rear compartment facing one another. 
It is a direct copy from horse drawn 

vehicles and fulfills the purpose of a utility vehicle – the sort that an estate would have to collect 
passengers and their bags from the local railway station or to carry the dogs on a hunt.  An 10-12 HP 
Argyll would cost 350 pounds in 1905 which was expensive as at the time others could be had for 
about 200 pounds. 
 
I bought the car from Bill Jamieson 
several years ago and have gradually 
re-restored the car which was 
extremely tired and had experienced a 
50’s restoration which was a bit rough 
around the edges. This involved some 
work on the gearbox at Kingston 
Brothers in Tasmania, considerable 
body work, new electrics and fitting of 
a twin cylinder high tension magneto 
in addition to the battery and coil 
ignition thanks to Terry Parker, a more 
correct oiler (it previously had a 
Wolseley one no doubt copied from 
my fathers car, probably courtesy of 
the Defence standards laboratories 
where Reg worked), securing and re-plumbing the petrol tank then over to Tassie and under the 
supervision of Francis Ransley for a new paint job and leather upholstery. It also has a new set of 
Rotax Lamps. 
 
Jane and I took it on the recent National Rally in Tasmania and with it large twin cylinder motor it 
went very well until we took it to the rally display in Ulverstone. A very loud bang was heard, the 
engine stopped and was then immovable on the crank handle. This car doesn’t like to be displayed 
because a similar thing happened when it was going to the display at the Goulbourn National Rally last 
year. Then the yoke that throws the clutch broke and it had to be retired. A days work for myself, 
Francis and Dennis and a very capable volunteer found the trouble which was a broken pin which 
located the gudgeon pin. The remains were found crushed in the sump. Fortunately the bores were not 
scored and all in all I got out of it relatively lightly as I had all sorts of dark thoughts like ‘broken 
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crankshaft’ or ‘broken conrod’ just after it happened.  So next day Francis and I took it into 
Launceston to Grey Brothers Engineering where it joined a queue of engines for reconditioning.  
 
The saying goes every dark cloud has a silver lining and the silver lining was in a crate of parts Robbie 
Grey had failed to sell at a recent swapmeet – “little interest in the old stuff these days” - inside was a 
twin cylinder Nilmelior coilbox that had not sold for the princely sum of $20, needless to say it found a 
new home on the dashboard of my taxi, not to mention a Dubrulle oiler.  
 
In the meantime the next day was spent reassembling the car, without engine, and find lodgings in the 
Wonders of Wynyard where it will remain until the engine progresses up the queue at Greys. The saga 
will continue.    
 
 
 

    The Mystery Vehicle – 1907 Logan Lorry 
Did you identify this wonderful collection of moving parts? 

Research: David Chantrell 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 


