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  From the Chairman 
 
If this month’s Newsletter reaches you later than normal, it’s possibly my fault as I have been rather busy 
over the past week working frantically with my brothers, Lachlan and Travis, to move my little Brush 
restoration project forward at speed, as the final countdown begins for the 2nd National Brush Rally – more 
later on this. . . .  
 
The passing of Neil Francis: 
I would actually like to commence this month’s Chair Report recognising the passing or our friend and 
veteran motoring colleague, Neil Francis.  Neil’s contributions to our movement and the club have been 
carefully recounted and have been shared with you all later in this edition by Terry Parker, who had a great 
deal of interaction with Neil during the restoration of his ‘prize winning’ Napier, and also as a colleague 
during Neil’s tenure on the VCCSA Managing Committee.  I know we were all shocked with the passing of 
Neil and already we are noticing the many roles and contributions Neil made to the smooth running of our 
club.  He was a gentle and well respected gentleman liked by all and will be sadly missed.   
To honour and pay tribute to Neil’s legacy, the club is looking to proceed with the combined inter-club run 
that Neil was spearheading with the Morris Car Club of S.A. for early September.  It has also been 
suggested that each car involved makes a contribution to the Leukaemia Foundation (as a Club we will 
collect up your donations on the day – or at the September Gathering - if you can’t make it on the day and 
would like to make a small contribution.)  The VCCSA will forward a cheque from the club in Neil’s 
memory.  I believe the Morris club is also looking to ask their members to make a similar contribution – 
which is a great gesture and shows the wider impact of Neil’s passing but also the spirit of mateship that is 
shared around the many historic motoring clubs in South Australia.  I know many of you will see this event 
as a possible ‘shake-down’ run leading into the National Rally in Clare and I hope you will feel moved to 
support this effort in the name of Neil. 
 
National Rally: 
Talking of the National Rally in Clare, things are really starting to finalise for this and the organising group 
are already putting the final touches to the many days and events we can look to experience.  Have you 
finalised your entry yet?   The rally organisers have also made a request to our club for marshals.  If we are 
to make the rally a success, the club will need to step up and support this request.  More details will be made 
available Wednesday night, but if you can help for a day – or longer – that would be great.  If you are a 
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participant, this might exclude you, but as we are all trained traffic marshals, we 
can all put up our hands and help.  On Wednesday we will pass around a sheet 
where you can record your name/details and available days. 
 
AGM, Annual Club Dinner and Administration: 
A reminder that the VCCSA AGM will take place next month and this 
Wednesday is the last date to nominate for a position on the Managing 
Committee.  Have you thought about offering your time and ideas to the running 
of our club?  If you are interested to get involved, please pass your completed 
form to the Secretary by 8pm.   Details for our Annual Club Dinner are given in 
this month’s Bulletin.  We ask you to indicate your desire to attend this event in 
advance, so preparations can be made.  Basically, it’s the same location and 
format as last year.  It was very casual and a great night. 
Finally, I thank the membership for the contact and questions over the changes to 
our historical/conditional registration scheme.  Details on this front have been inconsistent and various.  It is 
interesting to see the range of information other clubs have been telling their members.  As a club, we are 
guided by the Federation, as they are the administrators for our registration scheme and I invite you to read 
the comments in this edition provided by Peter Allen (Club Registrar) on our current position.   
 
‘Brushing’ close to a deadline: 
As I mentioned very briefly, the target is the July National Brush Rally.  Things went quiet for a while due 
to work commitments, but over the past few weekends and into cold Adelaide nights I have seen a rapid 
process of restoration!  The Brush is starting to take shape and as I near the final stages. . . I wonder if this is 
possibly the most challenging phase.  Will I make it?  The next month will tell.  Getting it registered will 
take place soon and this is always a major headache here is SA.    

 

 
 
Happy veteran motoring.   Hamish McDonald (Chair) 

The bits come together A Brush in bits..  

The Brush takes shape Looking more like a Brush 
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  Meetings 
 
The Club holds informal gatherings at 8pm on the 
first Wednesday of each month, except January, at 
the Colonel Light Gardens RSL, Dorset Ave.  
Park behind on what was the bowling green, enter 
from Windsor Ave.   
 
Assemble at 7.30 for a pre-meeting chat. The only 
formal club meeting is the Annual General 
Meeting, held on the first Wednesday in July each 
year. 
 

Wednesday 7th June – New Zealand – A treasure 
trove for the keen eyed. Peter Allen will present 
discoveries from his recent trip to N.Z. sheds. 
(NB. Speaker from the National Railway Museum 
was unavailable).  

Wednesday 5th July – AGM followed by a 
viewing of the ‘London to Brighton- 2016’  

Wednesday 2nd August – The “Red Baron” – 
The Adelaide Connection! presented by David 
Chantrell 

 

 Upcoming Club events 
  
11th June Club Run to the National Railway Museum, Pt. Adelaide.   

The National Railway Museum is Australia's largest railway museum with over 100 
exhibits on display, primarily from the Commonwealth and South Australian Railways. 
More run details are to be found later in this Bulletin. 
 

17th June Vehicle Inspection Day – Colonel Light Gardens RSL.   
The club is running a Vehicle Inspection Day from 10am-1pm on Saturday 17th June. 
 

8th July Club’s Annual Commemoration Dinner. Saturday evening 7.00pm start with an a la 
carte menu. Venue details are to be found later in this Bulletin. 
 

6th August Mid Winter Shed Run. Julian McNeil will lead a merry chase from shed to shed. 
 

10th September Combined Run with the Morris Car Club of S.A. Starting at Veal Gardens, the 
morning run will end up at the wetland located in Oaklands Wetland and Reserve 
at 237-265 Oaklands Road in Oaklands Park; adjacent to the Warradale Army Barracks. 

  

 Upcoming Local & National Club events 
 

 
10th – 14th July National Brush Rally 2017, Dalby, Queensland.   

For more information on the Rally contact Graham Donges 0417 718 617 or 
Graham.Donges@me.com. 

 
24th – 30th Sept National Veteran Vehicle Rally 2017, Clare Valley, South Australia.   

Coordinated by the Sporting Car Club of SA and the Veteran Car Club of SA, the 2017 
National Rally will be based in the regional township of Clare but will be travelling out 
each day through and to numerous locations in the region.  
 
The Expression of Interest Form and Rally Registration Form are available from our 
web site http://vccsa.org.au/events-2/National-Veteran-Vehicle- Rally-Clare-2017  
Contact Peter Templer 0417 081 502 or email to rally2017@vccsa.org.au for further 
information. 

 
 



 

 
Bulletin June 2017  Page 4 

 
 

   
 

 
1st October ‘Down Under’ London to Brighton Run for Veteran Cars & Motor Cycles  

The Vintage Sports Car Club of SA have changed the usual date of this event from the 
last Sunday in September to the first Sunday in October to give entrants in the National 
Veteran Rally, being held in Clare, the opportunity to participate in this years 30th 
Anniversary Down Under Run.  

 
15th – 18th Mar 2018 VCCA (Victoria) Annual Single & Twin Rally, Cobram.   

The VCCA (Victoria) is holding its 2018 state Single & Twin Rally based in the RACV 
Resort in Cobram. The facility is well located to attract entries from the neighbouring 
states of South Australia, NSW and Tasmania.  For those contemplating attending the 
2018 National 1 & 2 Cyl Tour in Tasmania from 21st-25th March you may wish to enjoy 
the two events for the one trip.  
 
You are invited to submit an Expression of Interest Form available from Andrew & 
Francis McDougall,  
email amfi@dunollie.com.au, or phone: 03 9486 4221 for further information. 

 
21st – 25th March 2018 National 1 & 2 Cylinder Tour 2018, Deloraine, Tasmania.   

The Tour is being run by the VCCA (Tasmania) and is open to cars and motorcycles 
built before 1st January 1919 and will be travelling on minor sealed roads for most of the 
time.  
You are invited to submit an Expression of Interest Form now available from the 
VCCSA website or contact VCCA(Tas) Tour Committee, PO Box 182, Launceston, 
Tasmania, 7250 for further information. 

 

29th Sept – 5th Oct 2019 Model T Ford Annual Rally 2019, Maryborough, QLD.   
 

 
30th Aug - 6th Sep 2019 The Horseless Carriage Club of America (HCCA) South-East Australia Region  

are proposing to hold an International Veteran Tour in Bathurst NSW from 30th August to 6th 
September in 2019.  
Expressions of Interest – contact Russell Holden: 0422 219 911 
 

 

 Upcoming Swap Meet events 
 
11th June  Kadina 
18th June  Sedan 
30th July  Globe Derby Pk 
20th Aug  Willunga 

10th Sept  Gawler 
15th Oct  Strathalbyn 
18th-19th Nov  Bendigo 

 

  Notices  
 
Letters to the Chairman: 
 

Gaynor Francis and family, Adam and Rebecca, would like to extend their thanks to 
the members of the VCCSA for their wonderful support during Neil’s illness. They 
would also like to thanks those members who drove their Veteran cars to the funeral, 
in memory of Neil. 
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Historic  Registration -  its nearly here but it’s not entirely clear! 
By Peter Allen – Club Registrar 
 
Everybody will be aware that for some months the State Government has indicated that it will be 
making changes to the Conditional Registration scheme. The only detail of this that is crystal clear is 
that the new Code of Practice is to apply with effect from the 1st of July 2017. 
What are the details of the changes?  All will be revealed and presumably this will take place before 
the 1st July 2017. At the same time one detail that is very clear is that ’the applicable law is to be 
complied with until that date’ is the present Code of Practice. 
 
In essence Conditional Registration, which was once only Historic Registration, will now include other 
variations, for street rods and other vehicles.  These changes may broaden the eligibility for “Historic 
Registration” and vehicles will be eligible for HR if they (1) are over 30 years old and (2) are currently  
in a configuration that can be legally driven on the road.  No 2 gets the prize for lack of clarity. Does 
the “currently” mean under the preceding Code, does it mean that it complies with registration 
provisions or that you can gain a permit to drive it, which deems it to be registered.  I guess all will be 
revealed when we see the new Code. 
 
The new eligibility criteria will also have to be considered against this Clubs objectives and policy in 
respect of authenticity.  Our Club, much more than some other Clubs, is aligned with the preservation 
of history, authentic veteran vehicles and veteran motoring as it was, and it is not in keeping for us to 
admit or register a hot rod just because it meets the HR eligibility criteria.  I would be advocating in 
line with the Club’s stated policy on the historic integrity of vehicles that recently constructed 
reproductions or fakes although of “authentic” or similar appearance to the original cars are still 
reproductions and if recently constructed may not meet the 30 year old criteria in any event.  
 
Clearly there are many issues and permutations which the Registrar has not yet considered and in 
meetings in late May 2017 details of the revised Code provisions were still being amended as new 
issues were raised.  I expect there may well be more changes after the 1/7/2017 when the new laws 
come into effect.  The only thing that is clear is that until we get the new law we have been reminded 
that we have to comply with the existing Conditional Registration Code. 
 
On the good news front it appears that the Minister has been listening to feedback even though the 
feedback periods allowed were inadequate.  Our roving Federation reporter tells us on good authority 
that some provisions are to be loosened up.  This includes that that Statutory declarations are to go, and 
that the vehicle inspection requirements are to be relaxed as well.  This is good and will lower the 
workload for your Club Registrars.  At the same time this will be the law in the future possibly after 
the 1st of July so until then obey the laws we currently have and we look forward to seeing you at 
the Club Registration Day on Saturday 17th June. 
 
Being a cynical sort I imagine that out in the real world some human being is rubbing his hands and 
saying that he can now perform those modifications he has wanted to perform to make his old car “go 
better”.  He will apparently no longer have to vouch for the cars originality or authenticity in a Stat 
Dec!   My word of caution is to be careful what you wish for! 
 

Unless the proposed modification comes under a previously approved variation or 
exemption that owner may find that he may be invited to present with his car at Regency 
Park to have the modification inspected and approved.  I do not expect that the 
Department’s approach in such situations will be cursory and you may have to overcome 
other hurdles before your long planned modifications are allowed to become a reality.      
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On an associated “linkage”, old cars are old cars and most veterans are still using materials 
approximately a century old in stressed situations. The writer has learned of situations in recent times 
where veteran components have failed due to breakage/failure (failure of 100 year old steel tubing) and 
also inadequate assembly (no split pin, so the steering linkage dropped off when the nut came undone).  
Just as a precautionary thought when did you last examine your steering or brake linkage.  Have you 
checked for loose components lately?  Possibly some of these adverse (but exciting!) situations on the 
road could be prevented by a quick inspection on a regular basis.  We are all getting older and winter 
means that we are experiencing more pain in the joints so apply the same level of care and attention to 
the joints linkages and knuckles on your old vehicle ! 
 
 
Other Club’s Publications 
Many clubs provide electronic versions of their publications and the following Australian Motoring 
Clubs have provided us with a link to their publication during the last month: 
 

• Veteran Car Club of Australia (Queensland) Inc. http://www.vccaq.com/veteran-torque 
 

• Veteran Car Club of Australia (Vic) Inc. Brass Notes -
https://www.vision6.com.au/ch/41815/17rmc/2358488/ffea6126qz.pdf	

• Historic Motor Vehicles Club Inc. (Fleurieu Peninsular S.A.) 
http://www.hmvc.org.au/category/magazine/ 
 

• The June edition of Retroautos is now online. 
https://www.shannons.com.au/club/news/retroautos-june-2017-exclusive-photos-of-the-
american-proposal-for-the-lhlx-tora/  

  

from The Mail, Saturday March 9th 1918  
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  For sale /wanted 
 
For Sale  
 
1905 6HP Single Cylinder  780cc Rover  Historically Registered XAG928  

 
Due to an impending move I have to 
downsize my collection and regrettably 
the Rover is seeking a new 
custodian.  The car is well known in 
South Australia as it was found very 
early and although not in the original 
1934 Old Crocks Run  it did appear in 
the late 1930’s when it was owned by 
the Brown Family of Scrap Metal 
fame. Subsequently the car passed on 
to the Jamieson Family who restored it 
and rallied it extensively.  Perfect car 
for the One and Two Cylinder Scene as 
it only weighs about 500 kg so is easy 

to tow on a trailer and due to its size you do not 
need a massive trailer.  So far there has been no 
hill that has stopped it, and it has even gone a few 
times on the Norton Summit Hill Climb ending up 
at Mount Lofty Botanic Gardens which is a test if 
ever there was one. Rover were very advanced as 
the car has a 3 speed gear box with reverse with 
wet metal plate clutch running in oil that is 
integral with the motor. 
 
Offered at $35000 ONO. For more information 
please contact David Radloff 08 8264 0090 
or radloff@chariot.net.au 
 
For Sale  
 
1910 Ford T, Eng no. 10841. Fully Rebuilt, Has the narrow rare one piece sump and trans cover, 
aluminium Ford cast script with cross bars cast into cover underneath. Complete running unrestored in 
excellent condition. Has red plate registration permit. $50,000 firm  
 
1912 Project Ford T Tourer, Eng no. 61600. Has American built wood body all original sheet metal, 
fully complete upholstery in general. Good condition, materials all correct. Has open valve and one 
piece sump. Square hole trans cover form script. $29,000  
 
1913 Roadster T Ford Project, Eng no B3477. All mechanicals original upholstery. Have tack strips 
but needs all wood made. Engine B ‘Series’ Dec 1912 build. Has original panels and new turtle deck 
(Rootlieb) all brass etc. $16,000  
 
Selling due to health problems. Thanks to all for kind thoughts and prayers, am recovering well.  
Contact Bill Formby H 5625 2344 M 0488 288 164 
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For Sale 
 
De Dion Bouton 1905 8 HP single Cyl  three speed expanding clutch type A. L. 
 

 
An extremely original unmolested matching 
number car, with a patina to match, believed to 
have been imported to South Australia from 
England when new. Original four seat rear 
entrance tonneau coachwork with detachable 
rear section, mainly original leather trim with 
careful refurbishment, silver plated brightwork, 
new Austin Parkinson contact breaker and inlet 
valve springs. In black with red pin lining it has 
spent the most part of its life in museums. This 
is a very special veteran with a patina to match 
and it runs well.  
Will sell under cost for A$76,500-00 
Contact Brian Hussey  on  0418561910  brihus@bigpond.com 

  

Planes, Trains and Automobiles  
. . . Maybe just trains and Automobiles this time! 

	

On	Sunday,	June	11th	we	will	take	a	
journey	into	railway	history	at	the	
National	Railway	Museum,	Australia's	
largest	railway	museum	with	over	100	

exhibits	representing	State,	
Commonwealth	and	private	railway	
operators	on	the	three	major	rail	
gauges	used	in	Australia.			

Subject	to	numbers,	we	will	be	guided	
on	a	tour	around	the	collection	and	will	
climb	into	the	cabs	of	giant	steam	engines,	walk	through	elegant	carriages	and	
hear	some	interesting	railway	stories.	
 
Location: 76 Lipson Street, Port Adelaide, SA  
Time: 10am, with a 90 minute guided tour (min 10 people)  
(Arrive by 9:45pm)  
Cost: Adults - $10.00    Concession/senior - $7.00 
 
We need confirmed numbers of 10 or more for booking the tour.  Please RSVP 
at the June Gathering or email vccsasecretary@gmail.com with your name and 
numbers attending. 
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  Vale Neil Francis – Memories of a gentleman and good friend 

By Terry Parker 
 

It is with profound regret that we record the passing of 
Neil on May 2 this year.   
 
I had not met Neil until he ‘phoned some time in 2008 
to say that he had acquired the Napier which had lain 
idle for a few years, in the ownership of Dr Chris 
Lawrie.  His good friend Ross Bartlett arranged for 
them to see the car and it was just what Neil had been 
seeking.  I knew it from years earlier when owned by 
Gordon Haverland. 
 

Neil joined the Club, and we had many discussions about the steps needed to re-furbish what was a 
pretty good car, which had run its bearings in previous ownership.  Neil completed a first class 
restoration and his attention to detail was sufficient for the car to win the Bay to Birdwood Concours in 
2010.   I had seen the E Type Jag that Neil and son Adam had restored, and his Mercedes, and there 
was never any doubt about how the Napier would be finished. 
 
Through our many discussions I learned that Neil worked with Eric Rainsford, at a time when I was 
involved with Eric’s cars, and though we may have nodded while passing at the plant I had not met 
Neil, but now it is clear where his finesse in matters motoring might have emanated. We learned much 
more of Neil’s working life from his colleague, Mark Selway, who travelled from UK to participate in 
the funeral ceremony. 
 
Soon after joining, Neil was elected to 
the Committee, in July 2009 I think, and 
immediately we saw his capabilities as 
an enthusiastic contributor.  He became 
Rally Master, and was always willing to 
have others run events.  When no one 
stepped forward, Neil was ready to fill 
the gap.  He helped wherever there was 
the need.  For instance, when he found 
that there was no ready source of brass 
hood fingers he reverted to his base 
training and made a set of patterns, and 
several members’ hoods are held up by 
his handiwork. 
 
Above all, Neil was a gentleman.  His 
cheery and courteous manner endeared 
him to all. The illness was sudden, and having visited Neil in hospital I said to others that if anyone 
can beat this it will be him, his optimistic attitude being to the fore. He was more interested in 
discussing fitting a starter to his Napier after his illness.  
 
He fought the brave fight, but it was not to be. Our loss is great, but is as nothing compared to that of 
Gaynor, Rebecca and Adam.  
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  Weekend Run Report – Kingston House, 7th May 
 
Story By Diana Waters 
Photos By Robert Elliott 
 

Club afternoon tea at Kingston House 
 
The select group who attended this 

club event enjoyed an immersive 
experience of local history as well as a 
Devonshire tea. Brighton Jetty and the 
coastline formed the view beyond the 
house lawns and verandah, where the 
VCCSA club members were seated as a 
group.  

 
As a swelling group of visitors 

waited outside in the crisp seaside air, a 
grey-flannel uniformed pair of riflemen 
stood guarding the house’s door. After 
a short interval, a second pair of 
riflemen was marched up the steps by 
their sergeant and duly relieved the first 
pair. Minutes later, Kingston House 
volunteer and event organiser, Fran 
Lovell invited everyone inside. 

 
While most club members arrived in their “moderns”, 

John Hancock brought his impressively restored 1909 
Gregoire, with its green and gold livery and shiny brass accoutrements and Frank drove his 1954 Bristol with its 
streamlined silver contours. Parked on the curved driveway of the house, these two cars added to the view from 
the verandah and the commemorative atmosphere of the event.  

 
As diners were helping themselves to 

another cup of tea and a second scone, the 
contingent of the Adelaide Regiment marched 
past, and most people moved to the side of the 
house to watch the promised demonstration of 
firepower. The cannon was loaded, command 
given, and… BOOM! then crack! crack! crack! 
as the phalanx of riflemen fired their muzzle-
loading rifles into the air.  

 “Ah! There’s nothing like the smell of 
cordite in the morning!” quipped Dave 
Chantrell, as the sulphurous whiff of cannon 
smoke drifted across. Seated at the end of the 
table, Julian guffawed.  

A tour of the house and a short history of the 
house’s influential owner, George Kingston, 
followed. Everyone, not least Larry Clarke’s 
grandchildren, enjoyed the afternoon thanks to 
Hamish McDonald’s inspired idea of Sunday 
afternoon tea at Kingston House as a club 
outing during Adelaide’s History Festival.  

The Gregoire and the Bristol at Kingston House. 

The Adelaide Regiment demonstrate their firepower. 
Note the artillery-woman near the centre of the picture.  
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  Childhood Revisited 
 
Story & photos from John Hancock 
 
In 1942, 7-year-old Biddy had the world 
at her feet.  Despite the Second World 
War, Biddy lived a happy life with her 
family on Portee Station near 
Blanchetown on the Murray River. 
With her older brother, Biddy had the 
run of the place but this was to end as 
school in Adelaide beckoned so it was 
off to the “big smoke”.  As Biddy left on 
that fateful day she would never have 
guessed that one of her special “toys” from 
that long distant place and time would one day far into the future again appear in her life.  Being the 
children of the Portee Station manager meant Biddy and her brother could go everywhere on the 
property, including the old sheds. It was in one of these sheds that the children found their own car to 
play with – a decrepit, broken down old thing called a Gregoire.  
 
The Gregoire, having broken down in 1937 after years of hard service on the station, had been pushed 
to the back of a large shed behind the Mors which sat behind the Silver Ghost Rolls Royce - the 
property of the station owners.  While the cars were largely off limits a blind eye was turned to two 
children playing on an old wreck at the back of the shed.  They went on many imaginary trips in the 
old car before the start of formal schooling separated the trio. 
 
Once at school Biddy developed new interests and friends and so on subsequent visits back to Portee 
the old car simply slept in the dust and darkness.  By 1953 when Biddy’s family left Portee the old car 
was a vague memory filed away in the back of Biddy’s mind.  Biddy’s life continued. She married and 
became Mrs Johnston, had children, then 
later grandchildren, and the memories of 
Portee and the old car became ghostly 
images of a life well lived.  
 
Then in late 2016 an article in a newspaper 
mentioning the Gregoire and Portee 
suddenly brought the memories out of the 
attic where they had been filed for so long.  
It took some time to organise but on 
Sunday, 7 May 2017, after a gap of 75 
years, Biddy finally saw her old car again 
and for the first time ever was able to go 
for a drive in the car that in her memory 
only ran in imagination. 
 
We are lucky people.  We have cars and 
motorbikes that have spanned the generations outliving many owners. When we are gone someone else 
will hopefully create their own page in the book that is the history of our vehicle. 
 
Sometimes we are very lucky and get a chance to turn the pages back and bring joy to special people. 

Biddy in the Gregoire on 7th May, 2017 

Gregoire in 1929 with Biddy’s brother just visible behind the firewall   
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The	Veteran	Car	Club	of	South	Australia	

12th	Annual	Dinner			Saturday	8th	July	2017	

Torrens	Arms	Hotel	

95	Belair	Road	Kingswood		

	7.00pm	start	

v 

You are invited to this year’s Commemorative Dinner of the Veteran Car Club of SA 

at the Torrens Arms Hotel in Kingswood on Saturday 8th of July. 

v 

The selected menu is an a la carte menu, which allows you to eat and drink as little, or 
as much as you like. 

(This has proved to be the preferred option for many of our members) 

v 

For those with special dietary requirements, the hotel has an extensive list of gluten 
free, vegetarian and vegan meals available, which you can select on the evening. 

Check the hotel website on food choices currently available at 
www.tahotel.com.au/dining 

v 

Advice of numbers is essential to assist the Club and the hotel prior to the evening. 

v 

Please book before the 30th June by contacting Phil Keane via  

email (p.keane@purkinje.com.au)  

landline 8277 2468 

mobile (phone or text) on 0417 819 080 


