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  The Chairperson’s Report – VCCSA AGM on July 7th 
 

It is my pleasure to share some thoughts as Chairperson of the Veteran Car Club of South Australia for 
2017.   
 
I would like to start by re-affirming our purpose to preserve advocate for the veteran vehicle movement.  
This year we released our ‘first’ ten years of the Veteran Car Club and prepared by Terry Parker.   I think 
this document demonstrates that we are indeed a very special part of the motoring enthusiast movement 
within Australia, and possibly the world.  Without specialist groups like ours catering for veteran vehicles, 
many vehicles would be off the road gathering dust in the face of growing impediments.  Since our clubs 
creation, we should continue to be very proud of what has evolved to support our interests, so we can 
continue to appreciate and share our passion with the wider public.  But as always, we must continue to 
advocate for our interest through the Federation and clubs of similar interests, to ensure our presence on the 
road and our needs are heard.  Without this element of enjoyment, our vehicles are simply museum pieces! 
 
Our membership of the Association of Veteran Car Clubs in Australia continues to develop.  Working with 
other clubs and the Sporting Car Club, the AVCCA is now starting to tackle some larger issues beyond 
rally rotations, and some items which impact on us all include pushing for a change to the luxury vehicle 
tax for importing of vehicles, consideration of our most significant vehicles as ‘items of movable heritage,’ 
access to FIVA passports at a discount rate and 100 year badges for our vehicles, and a sharing of instate 
club newsletters and resources.   
 
Closer to home, we have recently experienced a rushed review and push to change the conditional (aka: 
Historical) registration scheme.  Whilst we all appreciate no more statutory declarations or vehicle 
inspections, it appears the devil is in the detail and recent experience tells us we are only just grappling 
with the results of a policy which doesn’t appear to support our interest.  More is yet to unfold in this area. 
Talking broadly, we need to ensure veteran vehicles are still respected and acknowledged for authenticity 
and hold DPTI and the Federation to ensure the code is as we require it. 
 

Member of the Association of Veteran Car Clubs of Australia (AVCCA) 
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Our club continues to have a sound base to build on, due to the work of your Committee over the past 
twelve months and I thank those who offered their time since our last AGM and will continue to contribute 
to our club again this year.  I would like to mention here the work of our club Secretary and Treasurer for 
their efforts, which are appreciated by us all. 
 
Given the increasing expenses the club is required to make, the Committee has approved a slight increase 
in membership fees.  The need to recover printing and postage for hard copies has meant a greater increase 
has taken place.  It is a testament to the excellent work of your current and past Committees that we have 
been able to keep subscriptions at such a level for so long.   
 
At present, our membership number is very much like many of our vehicles - over the century mark!  We 
also have three associate members.  Sadly, this year, we have said farewell to three members: Barry Foster, 
Dave Potter and our much respected friend, committee member and rally master - Neil Francis.  They are 
all missed, as are their vehicles participating in our events.   
 
We continue to hold a range of well attended member Gatherings across a range of topics and our club runs 
and events - like the annual club dinner - continue to reflect the wishes of the membership following our 
feedback forum held last year.  Thanks to Phil and Trish Keane for the refreshments we enjoy at the end of 
each Gathering.  Looking to the future, we know the proposed state rally in Mannum early next year will 
continue the opportunity for us to gather as a Club and enjoy driving our vehicles on-mass. 
 
The vehicle dating committee, led by Peter Allen, has made an effort to date an increasing number of 
eligible member’s cars using our rigorous authenticity policy and process.  Through the efforts of Frank 
Cord-Udy, as our Editor and Webmaster, these achievements (and so much more) are shared with you, the 
membership, in our monthly Bulletin and Website. 
 
The upcoming National Rally in Clare highlights the fact that our club is very good at networking and 
fostering working partnerships with other clubs, for example: 

• Working with the SCCSA to prepare for the National Rally, which builds on the foundation 
established in the past hosting national events like Naracoorte and Robe.  We thank the organisers 
for their preparation and wish all those taking part from our club and interstate an enjoyable 
experience. 

• A new opportunity this year has been engaging with the Gawler Veteran and Vintage Cub with 
members taking part in the Veteran and Vintage Car Run 

• Neil Francis’ legacy and vision will unfold later this year when we hold an interclub run with the 
Morris Car Club of SA. 

• Finally, the Down Under London to Brighton event, offered by the Vintage Sports Car Club, 
continues to be the one event that sees a good turnout of veterans.  In 2017, this event is planned to 
be held later and hopefully this becomes a permanent change so future clashes with National 
Rallies – like in 2016 – don’t happen. 

Finally, I would like to close by thanking you the members of the VCCSA for your support of our club.  I 
hope that you have enjoyed the past twelve months and will continue to make the effort to participate in the 
runs and events over the next twelve months, share interesting experiences at the monthly Gathering and 
take the time to forward articles and images for inclusion in our Bulletin. 
 
Happy veteran motoring.          Hamish McDonald (Chair) 
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  Meetings 
 
The Club holds informal gatherings at 8pm on the 
first Wednesday of each month, except January, at 
the Colonel Light Gardens RSL, Dorset Ave.  
Park behind on what was the bowling green, enter 
from Windsor Ave.   
 
Assemble at 7.30 for a pre-meeting chat. The only 
formal club meeting is the Annual General 
Meeting, held on the first Wednesday in July each 
year. 
 

Wednesday 2nd August – The “Red Baron” and 
the Adelaide Connection! presented by David 
Chantrell 
 
Wednesday 5th September - Speaker on the 
Clare Valley, a bit of its history and significant 
landmarks which should prime us for the National 
Veteran Vehicle Rally later in September 
 
Wednesday 4th October – National Veteran 
Vehicle Rally - Clare 2017 Report 
 

 

 Upcoming Club events 
  
6th August Mid Winter Shed Run. Julian McNeil will lead a trek through several of our members 

sheds. Starting at Veal Gardens, South Terrace at 9:00am for a 9:30am departure and 
heading into the eastern suburbs.  A BYO lunch gathering is planned within 
Hazelwood Park so bring your veteran vehicles for all to admire. 
 

10th September Combined Run with the Morris Car Club of S.A.  
Gather at Veale Gardens Car Park, South Terrace Adelaide, 10.00am for 10.30am start. 

• VCCSA to programme a run at Veteran Vehicle pace 
• Morris Car Club to organise a run to suit faster pace vehicles 
• Both Club’s members to make choice of which run pace they prefer to go on 

the day 
The morning runs will aim to complete by 11.30am-12noon at the carpark located 
in Oaklands Wetland and Reserve at 237-265 Oaklands Road in Oaklands 
Park; adjacent to the Warradale Army Barracks. Lunch to be BYO food and drink, and 
own chairs and tables. Some chairs and tables are on site, but preferable to BYO 
to guarantee getting a seat. 
We are dedicating this one off run in remembrance of our past member Neil Francis 
and an optional $5 donation per vehicle will be collected for Neil's family's preferred 
Charity.  

  

 Upcoming Local & National Club events 
 

 
24th – 30th Sept National Veteran Vehicle Rally 2017, Clare Valley, South Australia.   

Coordinated by the Sporting Car Club of SA and the Veteran Car Club of SA, the 2017 
National Rally will be based in the regional township of Clare but will be travelling out 
each day through and to numerous locations in the region.  
 
The Rally Registration Form is available from our web site http://vccsa.org.au/events-
2/National-Veteran-Vehicle- Rally-Clare-2017  Contact Peter Templer 0417 081 502 or 
email to rally2017@vccsa.org.au for further information. 
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1st October ‘Down Under’ London to Brighton Run for Veteran Cars & Motor Cycles  

The Vintage Sports Car Club of SA have changed the usual date of this event from the 
last Sunday in September to the first Sunday in October to give entrants in the National 
Veteran Vehicle Rally, being held in Clare, the opportunity to participate in this years 
30th Anniversary Down Under Run. 

 
15th – 18th Mar 2018 VCCA (Victoria) Annual Single & Twin Rally, Cobram.   

The VCCA (Victoria) is holding its 2018 state Single & Twin Rally based in the RACV 
Resort in Cobram. The facility is well located to attract entries from the neighbouring 
states of South Australia, NSW and Tasmania.  For those contemplating attending the 
2018 National 1 & 2 Cyl Tour in Tasmania from 21st-25th March you may wish to enjoy 
the two events for the one trip.  
 
You are invited to submit an Expression of Interest Form available from Andrew & 
Francis McDougall,  
email amfi@dunollie.com.au, or phone: 03 9486 4221 for further information. 

 
21st – 25th March 2018 National 1 & 2 Cylinder Tour 2018, Deloraine, Tasmania.   

The Tour is being run by the VCCA (Tasmania) and is open to cars and motorcycles 
built before 1st January 1919 and will be travelling on minor sealed roads for most of the 
time. You are invited to submit an Expression of Interest Form now available from the 
VCCSA website or contact VCCA(Tas) Tour Committee, PO Box 182, Launceston, 
Tasmania, 7250 for further information. 
 

 

29th Sept – 5th Oct 2019 Model T Ford Annual Rally 2019, Maryborough, QLD.   
 

 
30th Aug - 6th Sep 
2019 

The Horseless Carriage Club of America (HCCA) South-East Australia Region  
are holding an International Veteran Tour in Bathurst NSW from 30th August to 6th 
September in 2019. Expressions of Interest – contact Russell Holden: 0422 219 911 
 

 

 Upcoming Swap Meet events 
 
20th Aug  Willunga 
10th Sept  Gawler 

15th Oct  Strathalbyn 
18th-19th Nov  Bendigo 

 

  Notices  
 
Other Club’s Publications 
Many clubs provide electronic versions of their publications and the following Australian Motoring 
Organisations have provided us with a link to their publication during the last month: 
 

• Veteran Car Club of Australia (Queensland) Inc. http://www.vccaq.com/veteran-torque 
 

• Veteran Car Club of Australia (Vic) Inc. Brass Notes 
https://www.vision6.com.au/ch/41815/17t8f/2375681/da4bd202j.pdf 

• Historic Motor Vehicles Club Inc. (Fleurieu Peninsular S.A.) http://www.hmvc.org.au/category/magazine/ 
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  Unknown & Intriguing Items 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  The Evans Redwing 
Notes by Terry Parker 
 
Our Member Phil. Evans turned up the other day with his latest, a Riley Redwing, the bones of which 
he has had for a while. Redwing was the precursor to the Riley 9, and are quite rare, only a couple in 
the country. A year ago I saw the diff 
inverted in a drum of molasses, a 
chassis on the ground and a body 
suspended in the roof.  Phil’s 
expertise and a bed in the workshop 
have combined to produce, in short 
time, an amazing achievement.   
 
The trip around the block sans 
windscreen brought back those 
heady days of racing as it should be. 
Not veteran only in date, the 10.8 hp 
sidevalve motor, cone clutch, crash 
gearbox etc. would be at home in any 
of the pre-1918 models.  It would be 
a stablemate for Stewart’s and 
Nigel’s Alvi.   
 
Methinks we should organise an invitation Member’s Vintage vehicles to a suitable run with the vets.  
As veterans were, there are a number sitting idle for want of suitable events.  
In September it and Phil will be loaded into a container bound for South Africa, where once again he 
will be out to frighten the natives.  Well done Phil. 

The car shown in this photo is a De Dion, then owned by L.Showell of Renmark. It is shown 
outside Wingate’s garage.  It was found missing the front seat and bonnet and was 
‘restored’ then driven in the 1935 veteran car run.  Although their lists are incomplete, it is 
listed in ‘With Casual Efficiency’ by Harrison.  Notes from Terry Parker  
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     A bristle of Brushes sweep into Dalby  
 
Story & photos by Hamish McDonald 

The second national Brush Rally has come and gone 
and what an amazing week of rallying it was.  The 
tour Directors – Graham and Irene Donges – selected 
the regional centre of Dalby as the hub for this event.  
Known for its strong agriculture, it was actually a 
very large city centre.  To our joy as Brush owners, it 
was also a place of many flat roads!  It was great to 
see so many happy Brush owners’ faces at the start of 
the rally.  There were also some new faces present, as 
not everyone could make the last national event.  We 
also missed a few cars that weren’t able to take part 
for various reasons.   

 
The rally was held over four days and included 
tours of a large Ethanol plant, a cotton farm, Lake 
Broadwater and various people’s sheds full of 
amazing vehicle collections such as a 1907 Star, 
through to various hand made cars and acres of 
metal that once were vehicles now being viewed as 
potentially anything to the owner!  The runs 
covered 86 – 110kms each day – which was 
virtually a day of driving for a little 8-10HP single 
cylinder vehicle that does around 38kmph with a 
tail wind going downhill.    
 
What was interesting about having a rally for one make of vehicle, is that on a closer examination of 
the different cars to see all the slight changes in timers and carburettors in the hope of additional 
horsepower, they all arrive at the destinations around the same time.   
 

Many of the locals heard the Brushes were heading 
to Dalby and many commented they literally heard 
them as they puttered around the various streets with 
their distinctive sound.  The Rally Directors did an 
amazing job publicising the event.  We had a colour 
page spread in the local papers and the civic 
reception demonstrated the communities hospitality 
and interest to make our time in the Western Downs 
(the 2nd largest council in Australia) enjoyable.   
 
 
 

For many of us, the visit to all the various towns and driving through the changing landscape of 
endless flat fields that changed to forests and then a few ‘hills’ thrown in to make us (and our cars) 
work, continues the excellent tradition of Brush Rallies.  I think the visit to Jimbour House was a 
standout and a memorable moment with all the cars lined up out the front. 
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At the conclusion the rally, it was decided that 
South Australia will host the next National Brush 
Rally in April 2019.  This is hoped to be a very 
successful event and build on the previous national 
events with potentially 20 Brush vehicles now 
located in Australia and an invitation being 
extended to all Brush owners around the world 
(approx. 200 cars remaining worldwide) to come to 
Goowla for this event.   
 
If you are interested in hearing more about the 
world of Brush, you can visit the  
Website: http://brushownersregister.com/   
Or view the last Rally on YouTube at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ieE6yMKWPrA&t=45s  
And then, if you are really enthused, you can purchase a complete and original 1909 Model D Brush 
that is presently for sale here in Australia.  
 
 
  

Hotchkiss advertised in the Register - November 5th 1913 
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  The “Red Baron” – The Adelaide Connection! 
 
Idea by David Chantrell  
Information & photos courtesy of Wikipedia & the Australian War Memorial 
 

 
Manfred	Albrecht	Freiherr	von	Richthofen	

“Red	Baron” 
 
April 2017 marked the 99th Anniversary of the passing of what is undoubtedly one of the greatest and 
well known air aces of all time, the “Red Baron”. His legendary reputation has encapsulated the 
imagination of generations and has echoed through time across all ages. As I child I for one keenly 
saved all my pocket money and after many weeks I was finally able to buy the Revel plastic kit from 
the heavenly Toy Department of John Martins at West Lakes. I made the plastic model of a Fokker 
DR1 Triplane, painted it bright red and proudly displayed my completed 1:48 scale “Red Baron” to my 
family. 
 
That model proudly “flew” numerous successful missions and safely landed on my chest of drawers 
for many years to come... 

The “Red Baron” was born Manfred Albrecht Freiherr von Richthofen in Kleinburg, near Breslau, 
Lower Silesia, (now part of the city of Wroclaw, Poland), on 2 May 1892 into a prominent Prussian 
aristocratic family. At the age of 11 he began his military training and joined the cavalry.  
At the outbreak of WW1, 
Richthofen served as a cavalry 
reconnaissance officer on both the 
Eastern and Western Fronts, 
seeing action in Russia, France, 
and Belgium. With the advent of 
trench warfare making traditional 
cavalry operations outdated and 
inefficient, Richthofen's regiment 
was dismounted, serving as 
dispatch runners and field 
telephone operators. Von 
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Richthofen was disappointed and bored at not being able to directly participate in combat. With his 
patience being tested for the last time, he was ordered to transfer to the army's supply branch.  

His interest in the Air Service had been aroused by his examination of a German military aircraft 
behind the lines and he applied for a transfer to Die Fliegertruppen des Deutschen Kaiserreiches 
(Imperial German Army Air Service), later to be known as the Luftstreitkräfte. Manfred joined the 
flying service at the end of May 1915.  

From June to August 1915, 
Richthofen served as an 
observer on reconnaissance 
missions over the Eastern 
Front. His start was not as 
auspicious as one would have 
hoped. Operating in the 
Champagne Sector he is 
believed to have shot down an 
attacking French Farman 
aircraft with his observer's 
machine gun in a tense battle 
over French lines. He was not 
credited with the kill, since it fell behind 
Allied lines and therefore could not be 
confirmed. 

After a chance meeting with the German ace fighter pilot Oswald Boelcke, Richthofen entered training 
as a pilot in October 1915. In March 1916 Manfred joined Kampfgeschwader 2 ("No. 2 Bomber 
Squadron") flying a two-seater Albotros C.111. Initially he appeared to be a below average pilot, 
struggled to control his aircraft and crashed during his first flight at the controls. Despite this poor start, 
he rapidly became attuned to his aircraft. Over Verdun on 26th April 1916, he fired on a French 
Nieuport, downing it over Fort Douaumont, although once again he received no official credit….. 

….Richthofen scored his first confirmed aerial victory in the skies over Cambrai, France on 17th 
September 1916. Richthofen's later autobiography states: 

 “I honoured the fallen enemy by placing a stone on his beautiful grave.”  
He contacted a jeweller in Berlin and ordered a silver cup engraved with the date and the type of 
enemy aircraft. He continued to celebrate each of his victories in the same manner, until he had 60 
cups, by which time the dwindling supply of silver in blockaded Germany meant that silver cups like 
this could no longer be supplied. Richthofen discontinued his orders at this stage, rather than accept 
cups made from base metal.  

Instead of using risky, aggressive tactics like his brother Lothar (40 victories), Manfred observed a set 
of maxims, known as the "Dicta Boelcke", to assure success for both the squadron and its pilots. He 
was not a spectacular or aerobatic pilot, like his brother or Werner Voss; however, he was a noted 
tactician and squadron leader and a fine marksman. Typically, he would dive from above to attack with 
the advantage of the sun behind him, with other pilots of his Jagdstaffel (or Jasta) covering his rear and 
flanks…….. 

To read the complete article please visit the VCCSA website. 
 

Even better, come and listen to David Chantrell present his intiguing take on the history of the Red 
Baron at our next Club Gathering on August 2nd. 

Red Baron preparing for flight - Fokker Triplane 


