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  The Chair’s Report  
 
Down Under - London to Brighton  
Congratulations to the organisers of this wonderful event in 
turning out another fun occasion for all the owners of 
veteran vehicles across South Australia.  This is a very 
inclusive event for all historic vehicles now over 101 years 
old to have an enjoyable day and create a spectacle on the 
streets of the city and southern suburbs.  Members of the 
VCCSA have always enjoyed this event and now make up 
almost all of the entries.  There were a wide collection of 
vehicle makes on display and the short flat route supports 
many of us to have trouble free motoring. . . albeit the 
extremely poor state of our suburban roads!  I was not aware 
just how badly maintained and poorly repaired many of our road surfaces are until you are trying to 
navigate your way through countless pot holes, man holes, gutters and traffic lights in a veteran vehicle.  
My experience was not a pleasant one when my left front wheel was pulled into a series of 3 deep man 
holes in close succession and I was subjected to a shocking case of wheel-slap.  This prompted a quick stop 
to rectify and an inspection to check for damage.  Some small adjustment was required at Brighton to firm 
up the draglink on the ball.  This really took the shine from what was going to be a great day!   
 
Norton Summit Hill Climb 
Members of the VCCSA will host our annual ‘historic’ re-
enactment Hill Climb this month.  This is a fun event open 
to veteran and vintage vehicles and is non-competitive in 
nature.  There is one small departure this year, in that we are 
looking to add some element of challenge to see which 
vehicle is able to come closest to the identified time it would 
take to make it up to the Summit.   
 

Member of The Association of Veteran Car Clubs of Australia (TAVCCA) 
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Ian Vosyey has put a great deal of thought and organisation into this year's Hill Climb event, where we will 
pause at the Scenic Hotel for lunch, before heading back down.  Ian has also been pro-active in sharing our 
invitation with many other clubs to come and enjoy our event, so we look forward to seeing a variety of 
different vehicles and guests enjoy the hospitality of the VCCSA on Sunday.  I thank Ian for his efforts in 
trying to promote a new direction for this event. 
 
Book early for the Weekend Adventure – NOW IN APRIL! 
Due to the movement of vehicles heading across SA over the next two years with National TAVCCA 
Rallies taking place in Victoria (2020) and Western Australia (2021), we are trying to value add to these 
travellers’ experience in shifting our formal club rally to be around the same time.  As a result of this the 
informal PAYG weekend adventure has been brought forward to April next year and will take place out of 
the Gawler Caravan Park.  Plans are in discussion about routes and destinations we can travel to on the 
Saturday before linking in with the Gawler Veteran and Vintage Club run on the Sunday.  For those 
interested in taking part, please do the following now: 
• Reserve your accommodation in the Gawler Caravan Park for the Saturday (or Friday/Saturday) 

nights.  Please mention you are with the Veteran Car Club of SA as there are cabins reserved.  Phone: 
08 85223805  Email: enquiry@gawlercaravanpark.com.au 

• Please pay and register for the Gawler Veteran and Vintage Club Run here: 
http://www.gawlercarclub.com/2020-barossa-veteran-vintage-run 

 
To preserve and record the automotive history of South 
Australia  
Our club has at the core of its purpose a desire to acquire, 
document and preserve information and other items 
relating to our motoring heritage.  South Australia is 
unique in that we were the recipients of many different 
makes and an ‘older’ stock of vehicles coming from 
Europe and America at the turn of the last century.  The 
Brooks Books are a testament to this fact and a significant 
repository of countess images.  Recently, Terry Parker 
and I have been documenting the video files of past 
veteran car club events and dubbing details of vehicles 

and owners over the top.  We will share one completed project at this month’s Gathering dating back to 
1950.  The Committee would be very pleased to hear from all members if there are any other videos, slides 
or images out there of SA’s motoring history which we can continue to gather and preserve with a view to 
share with our historic vehicle community. 
 
VCCSA 2020 Event at the TAVCCA National Veteran Rally 

 
The 2020 TAVCCA All Veteran Rally will 
take place in Swan Hill and already there 
are a number of VCCSA members who 
have made reservations and sent off an 
expression of interest.  As part of the 2020 
event, the VCCSA Committee is looking to 
host a night of entertainment for interested 
rally entrants with a short presentation and 
dinner.  More details will be shared about 
this special event as the Rally gets closer.  
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TAVCCA AGM, Website and Privacy Policy 
Recently the member clubs of TAVCCA (of which we 
are very proud to be one) held the annual AGM.  In this 
Bulletin you will find a summary of items discussed in 
the past Chair’s report.  Some major actions carried out 
so include the launch of a new TAVCCA website - 
https://tavcca.org.au/  At this location you can access 
details about FIVA, an events calendar, past Montagu 
award recipients, as well as a new national classifieds 
portal.  There are also plans for further development of 
the website to include club newsletters, rally 
registrations and a roster of members.  With this 
website also comes a requirement to have and share 
details of a new privacy policy for TAVCCA.  I will 
have a copy of the proposed TAVCCA Privacy Policy 
at the next Gathering for you to give feedback on. 
 
December - Last Gathering for 2019 
Finally, next month’s Gathering will be our annual end of year celebration and I invite you to come along 
for a more social time and opportunity to chat with those present.  In keeping with the successful program 
from the past few years, we will try and have a veteran vehicle on show before the Gathering starts. 
 
See you at the top of the Summit next Weekend!   Hamish McDonald (Chair) 
 

  Meetings 
 
The Club holds informal gatherings at 8pm on the 
first Wednesday of each month, except January, 
at the Colonel Light Gardens RSL, Dorset Ave.  
Park behind on what was the bowling green, enter 
from Windsor Ave. 
 
Assemble at 7.30 for a pre-meeting chat. The only 
formal club meeting is the Annual General 
Meeting, held on the first Wednesday in July each 
year. 
 
Wednesday 6th November – Beaulieu Motor 
Museum and Rally Report Wrap-up 
A report from the famous Beaulieu Motor 
Museum and a wrap-up from the TAVCCA 
National Rally in Bargara & VSCCSA DU 
London to Brighton rally.  

 
Wednesday 4th December – Noggin ‘n Natter 
with Pizza  
A chance to have a natter and a seasonal noggin 
with your fellow members.  Pizza’s delivered at 
8:00pm.  Taking advantage of the summer 
evening light, we hope to display a Panhard in 
the RSL carpark from 7:30pm. 
 
Wednesday 1st January 2020 – No Club 
gathering this month 
 
Wednesday 5th February – Technical Night 
Bring your questions, technical tips & 
techniques 
 

Conundrum Corner 
Heard recently in a backyard in Strathalbyn… 

”The political answer to achieve a stable government is a benevolent dictator.” 
 

But is there such a thing as a benevolent dictator? 
Or is that just… Father Time 
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 Upcoming Club events 
  
10th November Commemorative Norton Summit Hill Climb Run.  This run (about 10km) 

starting at 11:30am from the Tower Hotel carpark is an annual event run by the 
VCCSA. It is not a race. We ask you to estimate how long it will take you to drive 
to our lunch spot at the historic Scenic Hotel.  The closest time an entrant is to 
their guess is the winner (big prize: Cherry Ripe or similar). It’s a fun day for old 
vehicles and their owners – we will look after you both.  Staying for lunch? Let us 
know at the start. Open to veteran, vintage (and the odd classic). 
Event Co-ordinator: Ian Voysey 0432 454 942 
 

8th December Christmas Picnic Run - Willunga 
After morning tea at Tealicious Cakes, 12 Aldinga Road, Willunga gather outside 
for an 11:30am departure for a gentle run around the plains between the 
surrounding paddocks and vineyards.  Finishing with a late lunch at the Wirra 
Wirra winery (BYO picnic or purchase from Harry’s Deli onsite).  Please register 
for this event for catering purposes. 
Event Co-ordinator: Hamish McDonald 8556 2271 
 

26th January 2020 Club Breakfast Run to celebrate Australia Day. 
Event Co-ordinator: TBA 
 

22nd February 2020 Club Run - Display at Coffee N Chrome – Morphettville Racecourse 
Coffee N Chrome is held at the Morphettville Racecourse from 8:00am to 10:30am 
on the fourth Sunday of every month.  The Club has been invited to display our 
vehicles as a feature for this monthly classic car event. 
 

8th March 2020 Club Run - Display at Power of the Past – Mount Barker 
Held on the Mt. Barker Oval, this event is the 35th Annual Power of the Past 
vehicle, engine and machinery display.  Club vehicles to gather in Mt. Barker prior 
to entering the display in convoy.  The vehicle entry fee on Sunday will be a gold 
coin donation on the day and no entry form is required. 
Event Co-ordinator: Peter Templer 0417 081 502 
 

3th – 5th April 2020  VCCSA Northern Weekend Adventure to link in to the 5th Annual Gawler to 
Barossa Veteran & Vintage Run 
Our more informal Club Weekend Adventure event is earlier in the 2020 year to join 
the GVV&CVC Veteran & Vintage Run in April.  The weekend will start on the 
Friday night with a gathering in the Gawler Caravan Park or join on Saturday 
morning for a run into the wine district, finishing with an informal Saturday evening 
meal.  We will meet up with the Gawler to Barossa Run on Sunday morning 
(GVV&CVC Entry forms attached to this Bulletin).  Trailer parking will be available. 
Please make contact early to secure your accommodation at the caravan park. 
Phone: 08 8522 3805 or email: enquiry@gawlercaravanpark.com.au. 
 

3rd – 5th October 2020 VCCSA Annual Weekend Rally - 2020 
Advanced notice - Save the date 

 

 Upcoming Local & National Club events 
 

9th Feb 2020 All British Day – Echunga Recreation Grounds 
Public entry from 10:30am. Online entries close 7th November. 
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1st – 7th April 2020 1 & 2 Cyl National Rally – Charleville, QLD in 2020 
Hosted by the Veteran Car Club of Australia (QLD) Inc.  
For more information contact the 2020 National 1 & 2 Cylinder Rally Directors 
Graham Donges 0417 718 617 • Irene Donges 0419 751 324   
The EOI and First Newsletter is available from the VCCSA website. 
 

5th Apr 2020 5th Annual Gawler to Barossa Veteran & Vintage Run 
The Gawler Veteran, Vintage & Classic Vehicle Club would like to invite you to 
participate in our fifth annual Gawler to Barossa Veteran & Vintage Run.  Please 
find the Entry form attached and direct any Run enquiries to…   
Entries: David Prest: 0438 112 266  
Event Director: Geoff Boundy:  0437 689 973 
Email:   vvrun@gawlercarclub.com 
 

10th-13th Apr 2020 50th Anniversary Bushman’s Rally in Broken Hill 
The Broken Hill Veteran & Vintage Car Club would like to invite you to participate 
in their fiftieth anniversary Bushman’s Rally over the Easter weekend.  Entries close 
on 28th February 2020 & entry forms are available from the VCCSA Club Secretary.   
Rally Director: David Stellini:  0488 521 753 
 

11th– 17rd Oct 2020 RACV National Veteran Vehicle Rally – Swan Hill, VIC  
The theme of Rural Edwardian Australiana will dominate the event. 
An Information Sheet has been included in this Bulletin   
Contact Micheal & Claudia Holding 0407 008 895 or email  
mholding@netspace.net.au for the spiel 
claudia_holding@hotmail.com for the facts  

 

 

 Upcoming Swap Meet events 
 

10th Nov  Gumeracha Show & Shine 
23rd Nov Kapunda  Show & Shine 
 

16th-17th Nov Bendigo 
2nd Feb  Victor Harbor 
  

 
 

RACV  2020  NATIONAL  VETERAN  VEHICLE  RALLY 
SWAN  HILL 

 
EXPRESSIONS  OF  INTEREST 

 

Our official rally website is now up and running.  You will find this via our club website -  
www.veterancarclub.org.au.  Click on “National Rally” at top of page and follow the links. 

Here you will find an on-line Expressions of Interest form (preferred method).  Fill it in now to stay up 
to date with rally information.  1st Newsletter is anticipated before Christmas. 

We have also included a hard copy EOI that can be printed and submitted, as well as a copy of our 
promotional video.  

There are already over 65 bookings for motel rooms, cabins and sites.  Accommodation options are 
listed on the website, but at writing, rally headquarters is fully booked with only powered sites now 
available. 

Book your accommodation NOW! 

The rally starts with a Mayoral Welcome, 3.00pm Sunday afternoon, October 11th 2020 and finishes 
with breakfast on Saturday morning October 17th.  

When:  11 October – 17 October 2020 

Where:  Swan Hill, Victoria 

Contact Rally Directors: Michael Holding  0407 008 895 
Claudia Holding  0402 484 036 
nationalrally@veterancarclub.org.au  

 

 

Come join us and  “RALLY to the MALLEE” 
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  Notices  
 
The opinions in the articles in this publication do not necessarily reflect the opinions or policy of the 
Veteran Car Club of SA. 
 
AUSTRALIAN INTERNATIONAL CONCOURS D’ELEGANCE & CLASSIC MOTORSHOW 2019 
 
Winner of the PRE-WAR OPEN (Class C1A) 1904 DE DION BOUTON V, Geoffrey Mitton – SA 
 

 
 
We congratulate Geoff Mitton on his success within the PRE-WAR OPEN section of the Australian 
International Concours D'Elegance at the Motorclassica held in Melbourne from 11th-13th October. 
 
BENDIGO SWAP  16-17 Nov. 2019 
Having some trestle space available, Mal Roberts is offering to take any smallish items (e.g. lights, 
horns, speedos, etc.) to the Bendigo Swap to sell on your behalf. 
For further details contact Mal on 0412049509 or malrob@adam.com.au. 
 
Other Club’s Publications 
Many clubs provide electronic versions of their publications and the following Australian Motoring 
Organisations have provided us with a link to their publication during the last month: 
 

• Veteran Torque September 2019 - Veteran Car Club of Australia (Queensland) Inc.  
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/48f9f5_6600f063031841469d9ec4319a5517f7.pdf 
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• The Vintage Car Club of Queensland Inc. 
http://www.vccq.club  

• Historic Motor Vehicles Club Inc. (Fleurieu Peninsular S.A.) 
http://www.hmvc.org.au/category/magazine/ 

• Retroautos November 2019 issue via Shannons Club: 
https://www.shannons.com.au/club/news/retroautos/all/ 

• Veteran Car Club of WA – Early Auto September 2019 
http://www.veterancarclubofwa.asn.au/EarlyAuto/2019SepEA.pdf 

• Southland Branch Invercargill - Vintage Car Club of NZ Inc. Rumour Magazine September 2019 
www.sporty.co.nz/southlandvintagecar  

• Veteran Car Club of Australia(Vic) Inc. - Brass Notes November 2019 
http://cdn-au.mailsnd.com/51814/Fq9Uy4uMoZtSzaJrgRrURFRq4w3qPNkf9HB57RlYU-
A/2949625.pdf 

• Veteran and Vintage Car Club of Australia – ACT - The Edwardian August 2019 
http://vccsa.org.au/new-site/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/The-Edwardian-August-2019.pdf  

• Country Motor Australia – Issue 17 
https://www.aomc.asn.au/country-motor-australia 

• The Chrevrolet Club of WA Inc. The Chevroletter - September 2019 
http://vccsa.org.au/new-site/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Chevroletter-September-2019.pdf 

 
For Sale/Wanted  
 
For Sale: 1900 Locomobile Style 2 – under restoration 
New boiler and two fuel burner, New front axle and side tiller steering, Engine #1700 rebuilt with 
modern bearings, New cogs and drive chain, New wheels and tyres, Spindle seat needs upholstery, 
Gauges need restoration, New throttle, automatic, valves, hand water pump (as per photo), New water 
pump, bell, footsteps, brake and pedal, Parts needed include control levers, water tank, dual fuel tank 
and air tank.  
Ready for enthusiast to complete, many photos, drawings and lots of information available.  
 

 
Asking $35,000 ono.  
Contact: Trevor Paynter - 0452 201611.  
 
Wanted: 
Type 1 De Dion Bouton carburettor for 8hp single. 
Contact: Trevor Paynter - 0452 201611 
 
Wanted:  
Veteran Car (possibly a 2 cylinder – AX or similar vehicle). 
Contact: Frank Selley - 0407 445194 
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   Vehicles of Interest - 1905 Rambler Type 1  
 
1905 Rambler Type 1 as seen advertised by Dragone Classic Motorcars in the USA, October 2019.   
 

 

On	Offer: 1905 Rambler Type 1 Surrey 
  
As many early automobile manufacturers came to be, Thomas Jefferey and his Rambler got their start in the 
Bicycle business, the Gormully and Jeffery Rambler actually being the second best selling bicycle in the 1890's. 
As the automobile became more prominent more people began to create their own unique designs and few were 
really successful, but Thomas Jefferey made a successful transition into the automotive scene. Introduced in 
Chicago and New York City in 1902 the Rambler was one of many new auto manufacturers that year, but was 
received extremely well from the very beginning... 
 
     Offered here is an outstandingly well preserved original 1905 Rambler Type 1 surrey with known history back 
to new in 1905. This Rambler is most likely the most authentic original example to exist today and the only known 
factory catalogue Type 1 Surrey model with the fixed Surrey top and windshield. Sold new in 1905 to a Mr. Fodor 
of Norwalk, Connecticut, this car would remain in the possession of the Fodor Family until 1992 when Manny 
Dragone purchased it from the Fodor family and shortly thereafter sold it to Louis Biondi of Connecticut where 
it would remain untouched again until our resent reacquisition. Having traveled very few miles in its life and 
never leaving Connecticut, this Type 1 is extremely well kept and in like new condition retaining all of its original 
upholstery, original Solar lamps, original Solar carbide generator etc..Mechanically it has been treated to a recent 
service with all new clutch linings, new transmission band linings, new tires and carburetor rebuild. It runs 
extremely well as a low mileage original car should. The original surrey top with its exposed wood ribs and the 
original wood windshield are incredible and really add to an already outstanding car. This is a two cylinder car 
that will be well received at any concours for show or can be driven at high speeds for touring. Very seldom is a 
car from 1905 this original and this well preserved. This is one of the best unrestored original cars from this time 
period we have seen in a very long time. If you are looking for a big two cylinder car and one that is incredibly 
original with great provenance than this is the car for you. (Serial Number: 5420).  
 
Asking: US$110,000  
 Contact Dragone Classic Motorcars for more information. 
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   Notes from the TAVCCA AGM held at Bargara 22nd September 2019 
 
Aside from the usual procedural business, the meeting considered a number of ongoing issues as well 
as a number concerning the future direction of the Association. 
 
100 year badges 
Since the introduction of the 100 year badge earlier this century, there has been a great rush on dating 
and issuing of the badges.  This has now eased although there will still be a requirement to issue badges 
as cars currently being restored reach completion and vehicles which have not had badges issued change 
hands and the new owners request badges.  The Association has sufficient badges in stock to meet 
demand well into the future.  The question has been asked whether a vehicle needs to have a dating 
certificate issued or could a badge be issued on a similar authority as a registration or club permit without 
a comprehensive dating procedure.  As this was a question without notice it will be for discussion at the 
next meeting. 
NOTE: The Delegates were reminded that the 100 Year Badge is issued to the vehicle and should be 
secured to the vehicle and stays with it when it changes hands.  A second badge cannot be issued to the 
same vehicle. 
 
Montagu Trophy 
The Montagu Trophy is awarded annually to a member of an affiliated club who has shown dedication 
to the veteran vehicle movement above and beyond over a considerable time.  This year it was awarded 
to John Burke from NSW who has given a lifetime of service to the movement in many and varied roles.  
In accepting the award, John agreed he has had many roles, but said his proudest achievement was in 
getting the Veteran Bikes organised and enjoying annual rallies. 
 
Membership Directory 
Data for the next Membership Directory is being collected now with the Directory to be printed and 
distributed by the end of the year.  The format will change with one A5 book being printed with a 
maximum of 96 pages.  This is the maximum that can be stapled in one book so some sections may have 
to be changed.  The Directory should be published at no cost to the Association with generous 
sponsorship from RACV ($2,500) and the Rainsford Group ($500) with a further $500 from each of the 
following, NSW, Qld and combined SA clubs. 
 
Website 
The Secretary has completed the first stage of developing a TAVCCA Website.  Hamish advised the 
meeting that the site went live the week before the meeting and members are encouraged to log on to 
check it out.  The next phase will be to develop add-ons such as a classifies advertisement section with 
the final phase such as a member information section such as an on-line directory.  This would be some 
time down the track and would only be operational after certain security tests proved effective.   
 
Privacy Policy 
The discussions about the possibility of launching an on-line directory triggered the need for a Privacy 
Policy.  Hamish has now developed a draft policy which is currently being reviewed pending approval 
at the next meeting.  Copies can be reviewed by contacting your club delegate.  
 
Strategic Directions Sub-Committee 
At the Forbes AGM 2018, a Strategic Direction Sub-Committee was formed to make recommendations 
to the AGM as to how the Association could achieve its objectives and what changes should be made to 
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enable it to achieve these.  The Sub-Committee met twice during the year and made the following 
recommendations. 
As there are no other clubs or associations advocating specifically for the Veteran movement, we should 
consider supporting or joining forces with another body or bodies to assist in advocating for our specific 
needs.  To this end Daryl Meek was asked to address the meeting as he is involved with a number of 
peek organisations and in a position to offer advice on where to look.  The Delegated subsequently 
agreed to trial a 2 year association with the Australian Historic Vehicle Interest Group (AHVIG).  They 
are not an association of clubs, but of individuals, who have an interest in issues which can affect the 
movement and have had some success in dealing with governments on issues such as Luxury Vehicle 
Tax, asbestos.   
 
Constitutional Change 
Another issue addressed by the sub-committee was of the Chairmanship.  One of the limiting factors in 
the ability of the Chairman to effective lead the group is the rotation of the Chair annually and the fact 
that it coincides with that club hosting the National Rally as well as, in most cases being the President 
of the host club.  The incumbent not only had these other distractions but must settle into the job 
understanding all the issues and attempt to guide the group on a meaningful path before handing over to 
the next Chairman who must start again.  The recommendation from the sub-committee is to have the 
Chairman elected each year with a maximum term of 3 consecutive years. For this to happen there would 
need to be a change in the Constitution, in fact there were several recommendations which would require 
constitutional change.  Rather than deal with all of them individually, the Delegated decided to form a 
Sob-Committee to review the constitution and report back to a meeting which will be held mid-term.  
This will give the delegated time to consider any proposals before the next AGM where they will have 
the opportunity to adopt the new document. 
 
Incorporation 
Hand in hand with constitutional change is the question of incorporation.  There has always been an 
argument that TAVCCA is an association with only 7, now 8 members, the State Clubs, which are all 
incorporated in their respective states and therefore does not need the protection of incorporation.  While 
there is not universal support for this argument, it will be further weakened by some of the changes 
which may be proposed by the Sub-Committee.  As Incorporation is a state issue, it is therefore 
recommended that the Sub-Committee also investigate and take legal advice on incorporation of the 
Association with the constitution being adopted be that format recommended by the State where it will 
be incorporated.  The meeting recommended that this should be South Australia. 
 
Finances 
The Association again posted a small loss this year of $980 as the audited balance sheet shows.  The 
biggest drain on the funds continued to be the FIVA membership fee, this year $1,674 with reducing 
income from the issuing of FIVA Passports.  Passports are required by people planning to enter FIVA 
sponsored events overseas to confirm their eligibility to attend.  We make a charge for this which has 
produced an income in the past.  With the crack down on asbestos on imported vehicles, fewer vehicles 
are heading overseas because of the fear of getting caught up in it on re-entry.  While there is an argument 
in favour in dropping this membership, the delegates agreed to continue for at least 2 years and monitor 
results. 
 
Officers 
I thank Hamish McDonald, who has ably fulfilled the role of Secretary/Treasurer over the last 4 years 
offered himself as Secretary/Treasurer for another term which was eagerly endorsed by Delegates.  The 
roles of Chairman and Vice-Chair are taken on rotation, so the Chair of TAVCCA has moved to Victoria 
and we welcome Paul Daly to the position.  WA are taking over the Vice Chair and have nominated 
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John Burke who is a NSW and WA Member to represent them and Vice Chairman.  We wish Paul, John 
and Hamish all the best in their roles and offer them our continued support. 
 
Peter Arnold 
Retiring Chair 
TAVCCA 
 
 

    A Brief History of the Norton Summit Hill Climb 
 
With the VCCSA Annual Hill Climb less than a week away on the 10th November, it’s 
appropriate to look back at the first series of hill climbs organised by the Automobile 
Club of South Australia in 1904, 1905 and 1906. 
 
Formed in September 1903 as the Automobile and Motor Cycling Club of South 
Australia, the state’s first and foremost motoring body had little interest in its first 
season for competitive motoring events.  Although some motorcycle racing had 
occurred at bicycle meetings at the Adelaide Oval in October 1902 and October 1903, it 
was not until October 1904 that the first competitive event for motor cars was held at 
the Morphettville racecourse.  The Motor Derby, a mix of race and novelty events, was 
not entirely successful, and was to be the first and last “motor racing” event organised 
by the club.  Henceforth, the utility of the motor car would be demonstrated to the public 
through reliability trials and hill climbs. 
 
The first “hill climbing contest” took place on Saturday December 17th, 1904 over a four-
mile course “… from the East Torrens Hotel (now the Tower Hotel), Magill, to the “White 
Gate”, a familiar landmark on the new road, about two miles from Norton’s Summit”.  
About fifteen cars, ranging from 5 to 
15 h.p., participated, along with 
“seven or eight cycles”.  Perhaps not 
surprisingly, largest of the 
motorcycles, Napier Birk’s 3 h.p. 
Imperial Rover, was the fastest up 
the hill in a time of 11 min. 32 sec., 
while the largest of the cars, E. 
Rymill’s 15 h.p. Darracq, was fastest 
of the cars in 12 min. 3 sec. 
 
After the event, afternoon tea was 
hosted by Sir Richard and Lady 
Baker at their property “Morialta”. 
Does anyone know where this house 
is?  
 
The club was back again in 
December 1905, over the same 
course.  Among the twenty one cars 
competing this year, many had been 
stripped back into “racing” trim by 

Lewis advertising after the 1904 event – the cars were De 
Dions and Talbots, recently landed for new owners, but 

driven in the event by Lewis staff. 
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their owners; the reduced weight yielding faster times. E.S. Rymill’s 15 h.p. Darracq 
“which, like many others, had been dismantled for the occasion” was this time fastest 
of all comers in 9 min. 30 sec., with Jackson’s prototype 2 ¾ h.p. water-cooled Lewis the 
fastest of the motorcycles in 10 min. 6 sec.  No invite to the Baker’s this time, so the 
competitors had to stop at the pub for refreshments after the event.   
 
The third and final event was held over the course in December 1906, and Darracq, 
with a reputation to defend, was represented by some impressive machinery.  H. 
Nichols’ 24 h.p. Darracq (the “White Streak” discussed in previous editions of the 
Bulletin) was present in the hands of A.G. Rymill, while E.S. Rymill had traded up from 
his 15 h.p. Darracq to a 24 h.p. (or 28 h.p. depending on reference) machine of the same 
make.  With new rules in place to ensure that the competing cars were in “touring 
dress”, speeds were down a little from 1905.  Nevertheless, Darracq went on to secure 
a clean sweep of the three Norton’s Summit events when E.S. Rymill won in 9 min. 44 
sec, 24 sec. ahead of A.G. Rymill in his similar car. Interestingly, the first motorcycle 
home was W. Crowle on a 2 ¼ h.p. Indian – a much sought-after machine these days.  
The most exciting incident in the race was seen “about a mile for Magill, the road takes 
a sharp turn on the edge of the hill” when Murray Aunger, driving one of the 12 h.p. 
Lewis Talbots, “plunged past another car, right in the sharp turn.  The performance was 
a wonderful example of driving skill, but the spectators held their breaths for a second 
as the two cars, one almost on the fence and the other jammed under the hill at the 
other side of the road, swung round with what seemed no more than a foot or so to spare 
at any point.”  With machines leaving the start at one-minute intervals, Aunger was 
presumably overtaking at some speed.  As in 1904, the “after party” kicked on at Sir 
Richard and Lady Baker’s residence, and it seems a good time was had by all. Although 
the Automobile Club’s annual hill climb continued for two more years (up Anstey’s Hill 
in 1907, and the Old Belair Hill in 1908), it never again tackled the road to Norton’s 
Summit.  At least not until 2006 when the VCCSA held its first revival of the event.  
 
 

    London to Brighton Veteran Car Run 2019 – 3rd November 
Photo: London based roving reporter 

For this intrepid group, all eyes down and collars up following the start of the 2019 
London to Brighton Veteran Car Run  





 


