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  The Chair’s Report  
 
As we reach the end of the year, it is a time to look back and celebrate the many successful events that our 
club has been a major contributor to and held a significant role in organising.  The end of the year is also a 
time to acknowledge the work of our membership to preserve and maintain their historic vehicles.  This year 
we were witness to several vehicles completing their final restoration steps and returned to the road.  For 
whatever reason one is drawn to the veteran motoring scene, as an association we continue to demonstrate 
our enthusiasm to be active members of the VCCSA and its aims, through our participation in the calendar 
of events and regularly attending our monthly Gatherings, with new members being actively welcomed. 
 
Luxury Vehicle Car Tax 
Recently we received the following communication from the Australian Historic Vehicle Interest Group.  
This correspondence was a request to support the removal of this unjustified impost on historic car enthusiast 
through the completion of an online petition.  I have included part of the letter from Doug Young (Chair of 
AHVIG) below along with the link to the petition. 
… 
We	need	the	Australian	Federal	Government	to	Remove	the	Luxury	Car	Tax	(LCT)	on	Historic	Cars		
Australians	take	immense	pride	in	our	heritage	buildings,	historical	artefacts,	famous	artworks	and	other	items	
of	cultural	significance.	Our	motoring	heritage	is	just	as	important.	Because	of	their	significance,	many	examples	
of	our	early	motoring	history	have	become	valuable,	sought-after	and	have,	in	many	cases,	left	the	country.	The	
LCT	has	proven	to	be	a	major	barrier	for	many	of	these	vehicles	ever	returning	to	Australia.		
	
The	LCT	was	introduced	in	2000	as	part	of	a	sweeping	reform	of	the	taxation	system	and	replaced	the	previous	
Wholesale	Sales	Tax	(WST)	and	was	intended	to	continue	the	degree	of	protection	to	the	local	car	manufacturing	
industry.	The	WST,	however,	was	never	intended	to	apply	to	the	importation	of	historic	vehicles.		
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Historic	motor	vehicles	often	offer	little	in	the	way	of	creature	comforts	and	can	prove	challenging	to	drive.	
These	vehicles	are,	for	the	most	part,	anything	but	luxurious	and	have	never	presented	a	competitive	threat	to	
the	local	motor	manufacturing	industry.	
	
The	LCT	is	having	a	negative	impact	on	the	importation,	or	re-importation,	of	many	historic	cars.	Not	only	that,	
but	historic	cars	currently	contribute	very	little	to	LCT	revenue	(less	than	¼	of	1%	of	all	LCT	collected).	It	is	
proving	 to	 be	 a	 one-way	 valve	 to	 our	 unique	motoring	 heritage	 and	 is	 a	major	 blow	 to	Australia’s	 vibrant	
Historic	 Vehicle	 Movement.	 Not	 only	 does	 it	 affect	 the	 enjoyment	 of	 our	 hobby,	 it	 limits	 the	 provision	 of	
opportunities	for	our	historic	vehicle	repairers,	allied	trades	and	suppliers.		
	
As	like-minded	individuals	who	pursue	their	love	of	historic	motoring,	we	should	not	have	to	suffer	this	punitive	
tax.	It	no	longer	serves	the	purpose	for	which	it	was	intended	and	generates	little	in	government	revenue.	The	
removal	of	LCT	on	historic	cars	is	also	supported	by	the	Australian	Historic	Motoring	Federation	Inc.		
	
We	are	asking	for	your	support	in	removing	the	LCT	on	historic	cars	30	years	of	age	and	older	by	signing	this	
on-line	petition.		
	
You	can	do	this	by	clicking	on	the	following	link	http://chng.it/Pw5798fsqg	or	if	the	link	is	not	working	(this	
happens	sometimes)	highlight	the	link	and	right	click	and	select	“open”	or	copy	/paste	into	your	browser.		
The	petition	will	be	used	by	AHVIG	to	encourage	immediate	bi-partisan	political	action	to	address	this	issue.		
… 
 
2020 Events 
As we reflect on the recent success of the VCCSA Norton Summit Hill climb through the efforts of Ian 
Voysey, your VCCSA Organising Committee has considered the many ways we have been interacting with 
other like-minded clubs along with the events we hold ourselves.  As such, the Committee has finalised the 
2020 program of events and these will be shared with you as part of our year’s event calendar in the January 
Bulletin.   
 
December Gathering 
The December Gathering takes on a more social and festive tone as we count down the days until Christmas.  
This month we have our end of year celebration and I invite you to come along for a more casual night to 
discuss all things to do with veteran cars.  As part of our year’s end Noggin ‘n Natter night, we will continue 
to follow the now popular Pizza and Car theme.  The Committee has invited Julian McNeil to share another 
one of his unique acquisitions.  Come along and have a good inspection of his vehicle that will be on display 
in the carpark. 
 
Many thanks! 
As we head towards the end of the year and the decade, 
I would like to offer my thanks to the Committee of the 
VCCSA for their continued efforts to support and grow 
the interests of the historic vehicle movement.   
 
I thank the members of the VCCSA for your continued 
patronage at monthly Gatherings and participation in our 
events, runs and our weekend rallies.  
 
Merry Christmas and best wishes for the approaching festive season. 
 
Happy veteran motoring.   Hamish McDonald (Chair) 
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  Meetings 
 
The Club holds informal gatherings at 8pm on the 
first Wednesday of each month, except January, 
at the Colonel Light Gardens RSL, Dorset Ave.  
Park behind on what was the bowling green, enter 
from Windsor Ave. 
 
Assemble at 7.30 for a pre-meeting chat. The only 
formal club meeting is the Annual General 
Meeting, held on the first Wednesday in July each 
year.  
 
Wednesday 4th December – Noggin ‘n Natter 
with Pizza and Car  
A chance to have a natter and a seasonal noggin 
with your fellow members.  Don’t bring a plate 
as Pizza’s will be delivered at 8:15pm.  Taking 
advantage of the summer evening light, we hope 
to display one of Julian McNeil’s vehicles in the 
RSL carpark from 7:15pm. 
 
 

Wednesday 1st January 2020 –  
No Club gathering this month due to the 
seasonal holidays. 
 
Wednesday 5th February –Technical Night: 
Fuel/Spark/Coolant 
Bring your questions, tips & techniques for a 
round table technical night. 
 
Wednesday 4th March – Saxon & the 
suffragettes 
Peter Allen will extoll the virtues of the Saxon & 
reveal how a Saxon carried suffrage across the 
USA. 
 
Wednesday 1st April – History of the Motor 
Car – DVD presentation 
We will be playing the first of 5 parts of BP’s 
magnificent documentary series detailing the 
development of the motor car. 
 

Joan gets car privileges 
 
Mom and dad had just given their teenage daughter, Joan, family-car 
privileges. 
 
The following Saturday Joan was allowed to take the car to a party, and in 
addition to the usual don't-be-home-too-late admonishments she had been 
given one about don't-drink-and-drive. 
 
Joan was a sensible girl. On Saturday night she stayed away from alcohol, but 
had lots of fun anyway. Lots of fun. 
 
The next morning her father went out to the driveway to get the newspaper 
and came back into the house frowning. 
 
At 11:30 AM the girl sleepily walked into the kitchen, and her father asked her, 
"Sweetheart, what time did you get in last night?" 
 
"Not too late, Dad," she replied, perhaps a tad nervously. 
 
Dead-panned, her father said, "Then, my precious one, I shall certainly have to 
talk with the paperboy about not placing my morning paper under the tyre of 
the car." 
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 Upcoming Club events 
  
8th December Christmas Picnic Run - Willunga 

After morning tea at Tealicious Cakes, 12 Aldinga Road, Willunga gather outside 
for an 11:30am departure for a gentle run between the surrounding paddocks and 
vineyards.  Finishing with a late lunch at the Wirra Wirra winery (BYO picnic or 
purchase from Harry’s Deli onsite).   
If you are attending please email Hamish before Wednesday(4/12) as a go/no-go 
decision will be made during the December Club Gathering.  
Event Co-ordinator: Hamish McDonald 8556 2271 
Email: hamishmcdonald@bigpond.com 
 

26th January 2020 Club Breakfast Run to celebrate Australia Day. 
Meet at Marion RSL car park on Norfolk Road at 8:30am for a 9.00am departure. A 
veteran friendly route is planned through Marion heading to Caffe Buongiorno on 
Belair Road for brunch. 
Event Co-ordinator: TBA 
 

22nd February 2020 Club Run - Display at Coffee N Chrome – Morphettville Racecourse 
Coffee N Chrome is held at the Morphettville Racecourse from 8:00am to 10:30am 
on the fourth Sunday of every month.  The Club has been invited to display 8-10 
of our vehicles as a feature for this monthly classic car event. 
 

15th March 2020 Club Run including the VSCC Historic Motor Vehicle Gathering – Adelaide 
Parklands 
Club members attending can meet in the Unley Shopping Centre carpark at 9:30am 
for a 10:00am start in convoy to the display in Edwards Park. Edwards Park (Park 
23) on the western side of Anzac Highway between the Keswick Bridge and West 
Tce from 10:30am to 2:30pm. 
Event Co-ordinator: TBA 
 

3th – 5th April 2020  VCCSA Northern Weekend Adventure  
to link in to the 5th Annual Gawler to Barossa Veteran & Vintage Run 
Our more informal Club Weekend Adventure event is earlier in the 2020 year to join 
the GVV&CVC Veteran & Vintage Run in April.  The weekend will start on the 
Friday night with a gathering in the Gawler Caravan Park or join on Saturday 
morning for a run organised by Don & Sue LeBusque, finishing with an informal 
Saturday evening meal.  We will meet up with the Gawler to Barossa Run on Sunday 
morning (GVV&CVC Entry form will be on the VCCSA website).  Trailer parking 
will be available. 
Note: Gawler Caravan Park require a minimum booking of 2 nights for a weekend 
so seek alternative accommodation if you intend staying Saturday night only.  
Gawler Caravan Park Phone: 08 8522 3805 or email: 
enquiry@gawlercaravanpark.com.au. 
 

3rd – 5th October 2020 VCCSA Annual Weekend Rally - 2020 
Advanced notice - Save the date 

 

 Upcoming Local & National Club events 
 

9th Feb 2020 All British Day – Echunga Recreation Grounds 
Public entry from 10:30am. Online entries closed 7th November. 
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8th March 2020 Display at Power of the Past – Mount Barker 

Held on the Mt. Barker Oval, this event is the 35th Annual Power of the Past 
vehicle, engine and machinery display.  The vehicle entry fee on Sunday will be 
a gold coin donation on the day and no entry form is required. 
Event Co-ordinator: Peter Templer 0417 081 502 
 

1st – 7th April 2020 1 & 2 Cyl National Rally – Charleville, QLD in 2020 
Hosted by the Veteran Car Club of Australia (QLD) Inc.  
For more information contact the 2020 National 1 & 2 Cylinder Rally Directors 
Graham Donges 0417 718 617 • Irene Donges 0419 751 324   
The EOI and First Newsletter is available from the VCCSA website. 
 

5th Apr 2020 5th Annual Gawler to Barossa Veteran & Vintage Run 
The Gawler Veteran, Vintage & Classic Vehicle Club would like to invite you to 
participate in our fifth annual Gawler to Barossa Veteran & Vintage Run.  Please 
find the Entry form attached and direct any Run enquiries to…   
Entries: David Prest: 0438 112 266  
Event Director: Geoff Boundy:  0437 689 973 
Email:   vvrun@gawlercarclub.com 
 

10th-13th Apr 2020 50th Anniversary Bushman’s Rally in Broken Hill 
The Broken Hill Veteran & Vintage Car Club would like to invite you to participate 
in their fiftieth anniversary Bushman’s Rally over the Easter weekend.  Entries close 
on 28th February 2020 & entry forms are available from the VCCSA Club Secretary.   
Rally Director: David Stellini:  0488 521 753 
 

11th– 17th Oct 2020 RACV National Veteran Vehicle Rally – Swan Hill, VIC  
The theme of Rural Edwardian Australiana will dominate the event. 
An Information Sheet has been included in this Bulletin   
Contact Michael & Claudia Holding 0407 008 895 or email  
mholding@netspace.net.au for the spiel 
claudia_holding@hotmail.com for the facts  

 

 

 Upcoming Swap Meet events 
 

19th Jan Hahndorf 
2nd Feb  Victor Harbor 

 

  Notices  
 
The opinions in the articles in this publication do not necessarily reflect the opinions or policy of the 
Veteran Car Club of SA. 
 
 
Other Club’s Publications 
Many clubs provide electronic versions of their publications and the following Australian Motoring 
Organisations have provided us with a link to their publication during the last month: 
 

• Veteran Torque December 2019 - Veteran Car Club of Australia (Queensland) Inc.  
http://www.vccaq.com 
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• The Vintage Car Club of Queensland Inc. 
http://www.vccq.club  

• Historic Motor Vehicles Club Inc. (Fleurieu Peninsular S.A.) 
http://www.hmvc.org.au/category/magazine/ 

• Retroautos December 2019 issue via Shannons Club: 
https://www.shannons.com.au/club/news/retroautos/all/ 

• Veteran Car Club of WA – Early Auto September 2019 
http://www.veterancarclubofwa.asn.au/EarlyAuto/2019SepEA.pdf 

• Southland Branch Invercargill - Vintage Car Club of NZ Inc. Rumour Magazine November 2019 
http://www.sporty.co.nz/southlandvintagecar 

• Veteran Car Club of Australia(Vic) Inc. - Brass Notes November 2019 
http://cdn-au.mailsnd.com/51814/Fq9Uy4uMoZtSzaJrgRrURFRq4w3qPNkf9HB57RlYU-
A/2949625.pdf 

• Veteran and Vintage Car Club of Australia – ACT - The Edwardian August 2019 
http://vccsa.org.au/new-site/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/The-Edwardian-August-2019.pdf  

• Country Motor Australia – Issue 17 
https://www.aomc.asn.au/country-motor-australia 

• The Chrevrolet Club of WA Inc. The Chevroletter - September 2019 
http://vccsa.org.au/new-site/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Chevroletter-September-2019.pdf 

 
For Sale/Wanted  
 
For Sale: Pair of Rushmore Type B 7 inch 
headlights 
 
Light fittings disassembled, then professionally 
polished, and immediately coated with 
automotive clear two pack paint, then re-
assembled when dry. 
Converted to 12V DC operation, fitted with 5W 
QI lamp 
Price: $1400.00 the pair, or best offer up to this 
price prior to 20th December 2020. 
Contact Phil at p.keane@purkinje.com.au or 
mobile 0417 819 080 
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   Commemorative Norton Summit Hill Climb Run – 10th November 2019 
Photos courtesy: Trevor Lyn & Hamish McDonald 
 

The VCCSA commemorative Norton Summit Hill Climb event has been run 
since 2006 to remember the exploits of the Automobile and Motor Cycling 
Club of South Australia formed in 1903 and their hill climbing contests in the 
years 1904-08.  This is the first year the club has extended an invitation to 
other Veteran and Vintage vehicle clubs in the spirit of cross club 
collaboration and an element of competition.  Twelve vehicles from the 
VCCSA, VSCC and the SCCSA gathered in the carpark of the Tower Hotel 
in Magill.  Each vehicle submitted an estimate of the time it would take to 
reach the Norton Summit (checkpoint near to the Scenic Hotel) and were 
flagged off at suitable intervals by the starter and event co-ordinator Ian 
Voysey.  The simplicity of this event is that there would be no competition 
on the road but all to play for in the declaration of the results in the dining 
room of the Scenic Hotel over lunch.   
The winner of the 2019 event was: Lew Rayner in his Sunbeam 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Start – Tower Hotel, Magill 
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Scenic Hotel 
Lunch gathering Historic references 

(in the bathroom) 
VCCSA Banner 

in action 

The ‘New’ Norton Summit Road 
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    First Car ‘Demonstration or Parade’ in Australia 
 

Adelaide Oval 18 October 1902… 
 
Posted: October 19, 2017 in Features, Who,What,Where & When...? 
Tags: Adelaide Oval, Australian Motor Racing History, First Car Race in Australia, First Motor-Cycle Race in Australia, Lewis 
Car, Lewis Motor-Cycle, Motor Carnival, Tom O'Grady, TP O'Grady 
 
 

 
(Adelaide Observer) 
A couple of years ago I wrote a long piece about the first car race in Australia, the article asserts that momentous event took 
place at Sandown Park, Melbourne on 12 March 1904. I’m in a constant search to find an earlier race… 
 
Whilst not a car race but a ‘demonstration or parade’, what seems to be the first event of this type in Australia was held at Adelaide Oval 
on Saturday 11 October 1902. More interesting is that the first claimed motor-cycle race in Australia took place on the same day. 
 
The Adelaide meeting was promoted by the ‘League of Wheelmen’ a cycling organisation at no less a temple of sport than the wonderful, 
picturesque Adelaide Oval, not at all a venue I would have considered as one at which ‘motor racing’ took place. 
 
Located in North Adelaide, Adelaide Oval is the best sporting venue in Australia. That my friends is a huge statement for a Melburnian 
member of the Melbourne Cricket Club, our ground is the Melbourne Cricket Ground. We Melburnians reckon the MCG is the best bit of 
sporting dirt on the planet, but good ole Adelaide Oval is better. It doesn’t win in terms of seating capacity, but the location, 
surroundings, vibe, the hill and scoreboard, the vista of trees towards St Peters Cathedral cannot be matched. And having seen a few 
stadiums around the world its ‘up there’ with the best globally in character and comfort if not capacity. 
 
That Saturday the League of Wheelmen hosted a day of racing- cycling, motor car demonstrations and the new ‘sport of kings and 
millionaires’ as the Adelaide Advertiser put it- motor racing. The motor-cycle racing 5 mile event was ‘the first motor race in Australia’ 
the paper reported. 
 
The hallowed turf primarily used for cricket and football (Australian Rules) then incorporated a steeply banked track at its outer 
perimeter which was ideal for cycle racing and ‘admirably adapted for contests between motor cycles and for the establishment of 
records’ if not so great for motor car racing. 
 
The days program was dominated by cycling events with many interstate competitors taking part. In addition there were 13 contestants of 
the motor-cycle races in the afternoon with ‘the final’- my god, a championship! to be held the following week, on 18 October. 
 
An interesting part of the program ‘to indicate the growth of the (motor) industry’ was a parade of cars, motor-cycles, quadri-cycles, 
cycles and velocipedes, the organisers showing a keen sense of history of transport with a focus on the previous thirty or forty years. 
 
The Adelaide Observer reported that the display created a favourable impression. ‘The big cars whirred around the track with surprising 
velocity, and so easy were they to control and so graceful in their evolutions that their popularity is assured’. It seems fair to say that the 
success of the demonstration of cars on that October day, and the following weekend provided some type of impetus for the first car race 
in Australia at Sandown and the first car race in South Australia, at Morphettville two years later. 
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Parade of motor cars at Adelaide Oval on 11 October 1902 (Observer) 

 
Context is Everything in History?… 
 
We forget sometimes just how far we have come. 
 
The Adelaide Observer of 18 October 1902, in an article entitled ‘How The World Moves’ comments upon how the dreams of Jules 
Verne were coming true. At the time the voyage to America from the UK had been cut to 124 hours, ‘with only 70 hours at sea’. ‘In 
rather less than 400 years the record of Magellan in circumnavigation of the globe has been cut from three years to between 50 and sixty 
days’. 
 
The article addresses ‘The Age of the Engineer’ and notes that the cheaply constructed great Siberian railway being eventually destined 
to be recognised as one of the great wonders of the railway world, with ‘the Era of the Canals’ taking 1000 miles out of  global journeys. 
‘Many ancient landmarks are threatened and many time honoured routes promise to become ways of the past, interesting as the grass 
grown coach roads of England, but no more frequented by the conveyances one so familiar.’ 
 
In addition to the above more macro view of progress, this extract from the Adelaide ‘Chronicle’ of the same day very concisely places 
the development of the bicycle, motorcycle and motor car in the context of the up till then omnipotent form of personal transport, the 
horse… 
 
‘The opening day of the League of Wheelman’s October race meeting marked an interesting epoch in the history of cycling. One of the 
events on the programme was a motor cycle race- the first held in the Southern Hemisphere, and it was to be the introduction of this 
novelty and an exhibition of motor cars that the large attendance was due’. 
 
The cycling world is one of rapid evolution. Forty years ago velocipedes equal to a speed of six or seven miles an hour were a favourite 
means of locomotion. They gradually developed into the ordinary high machine, with which it was possible on a good track to ride a mile 
in three minutes. It is only a little more than a decade since the ‘safety’ chain-driven machine, with pneumatic tyres, made its appearance 
in the streets of Adelaide, and the ‘ordinary’ disappeared before its more stylish and faster rival.’ 
 
‘From the early nineties the safety revolutionised cycle racing, and record succeeded record at a bewildering rate, until it became 
common for a cyclist behind pace to eclipse the times of the best racehorses the world has ever produced’. 
 
‘The popularity of the sport developed…the League of Wheelmen…at one time promised to become a very wealthy body…but two or 
three years later the absence of crack riders from the other side of the world and the lack of variety in the sport, coupled with 
unfavourable weather conditions, resulted in unprofitable meetings’. 
 
‘Now the motor has come to play its part in the sport, and its advent was enthusiastically welcomed on Saturday…the gate receipts…and 
next Saturdays takings…will all be profit.’ 
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Mix of old and new cycles, Adelaide Oval 11 October 1902 (Observer) 

 
‘The story of the evolution of the motor car was admirably told on Saturday in the exhibition of ancients and modern methods of 
locomotion…the early form of the bicycle was illustrated by old wooden velocipedes…40 years old…ridden in the old fashioned 
costume of top hats and black suits with flying coat-tails…Alongside of these were motorcycles ridden by Messrs TP O’Grady, A 
Allison, W Baulderstone, W Courtney, R Davis, HM Aunger, RW Lewis, FR Burden, EA Gowan, D Bruce and EF Wilksch were 
shown.’ 
 
‘Most interest was shown in the motor cars, of which four were shown. Mr Gordon Ayres brought his car, a very handsome one…but it 
could not be taken onto the track…with an old set of tyres one of which blew out. Mr H Thomson’s ‘Swift’, which he has just imported 
attracted considerable notice. The other two cars which raced around the oval were both locally manufactured. One was shown by Mr V 
Lewis, and driven by Mr H Bernard, and the other was exhibited and driven by Mr J Bullock. In addition to these Messrs J Bullock, H 
Bernard and the representative of the Massey- Harris Company had motor quadricycles on the track. With all these machines careering 
round the oval at their best pace the spectacle was in the highest degree interesting. The exhibition was the success of the day, and when 

TP O’Grady with his ‘works’ Lewis motor-cycle- winner of the first motorbike race in Australia 11 October 1902 (Observer) 
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the officials of the league saw the impression it made on the spectators they at once resolved to repeat it next Saturday. Mr Ayers car will 
then be shown in action with all the others.’  
 
‘The other novelty of the meeting was the motor cycle race of 5 miles’. Originally their were 13 entries with the race divided into two 
heats, with two machines withdrawing from the first heat. 
 
‘TP O’Grady was off scratch, W Courtney 30 seconds, A Allison 50 and W Baulderstone 1 min 5 sec. Baulderstone was away well and 
had almost completed a lap when O’ Grady was pushed off. Courtney retired early with a mechanical problem. O’ Grady’s machine took 
a while to get going, but when it did it was soon seen to be the fastest machine on the track. It lapped the others three times in the 15 laps 
and covered some of the circuits in 32 and 33 seconds. Its fastest pace was at the rate of 1 min 32 sec for the mile, or 30 miles per hour. 
O’ Grady an old time racing man, who constructed the motor himself at Mr V Lewis cycle works, was loudly cheered as he finished his 
five miles journey in 9 min 10 secs. Just after he crossed the line the belt of his motor broke. There was an interesting run for second 
place between Allison and Baulderstone. The latters machine lost the pace with which it started, and Allison was able to keep ahead’. 
 
A story about Vivian Lewis and his nascent cycle, motor-cycle and car company is a story in itself, O’Grady was Works Manager, 
Works Rider/Driver! and a shareholder in Vivian Lewis Ltd. 
 
The Adelaide Observer had this to say about O’Grady’s performance. Thomas Patrick ‘Tom’ O’Grady ‘carried off the honours’ covering 
the 5 miles in a time of 9 minutes 10 seconds ‘at times he travelled at the rate of 39 miles an hour’. Some of the laps of 612 yards were 
covered in 33.25 seconds with one mile timed at 1min 33 seconds. It was the first occasion on which the machine had been tested, it was 
not completed until the Saturday morning, the average of 1min 50 seconds per mile ‘must be considered gratifying, particularly as a 
strong wind had to be contended with’. 
 
There were six starters in the second heat which was run at a lower pace with interest being lost when R Davis’ belt broke with 3 laps to 
go when he was overhauling the leaders. J Bullock won from FH Burden, RW Lewis, EF Wilksch and Davis. ‘The final between the first 
three in each heat will be run next Saturday’. 
 
In a full program of bicycle racing many of the motorised racers jumped onto their normal racing cycles. 
 
The Chronicle concluded its report by commenting favourably on the performance of ‘The Locomotive Band’, which gave a fine 
rendition of the march ‘Colonels Parade’, that there were no accidents during the day which ‘was well managed in every respect’. 
 
In keeping with the mood of the week a novel race on the road was also advised, this comprised, ‘…a contest between B Thompson’s 4.5 
hp car and the Broken Hill Express train ‘in a scamper to the Burra, the chauffeur and the engine driver to shake hands at the Adelaide 
Railway Station before starting’! Logistically this would have been easy as Adelaide Station is only several hundred metres from 
Adelaide Oval. 
 
So. What do we take from all of the wonderful prose about the days activities on 11 October?… 
 
Firstly, the claim that the first motor-cycle race in the Southern Hemisphere was run at Adelaide Oval on 11 October 1902 and won by 
TP O’Grady on a local Lewis machine. 
 
It seems clear the first motor-cycle racers were graduates of bicycle racing. It makes sense doesn’t it in terms of the balance, 
competitiveness and the need for more speed required! 
 
It also seems the case that the ‘League of Wheelmen’ saw motor cycle racing- and especially car competition which appears from the 
report to be the most popular event or motorised display on that October day, keys to future commercial success. To turn around their 
flagging gates. 
 
Of course the bike and car racers would soon go their own separate ways probably when a greater number of venues became available to 
them both on public roads and specialist, speedway, closed circuits. But for the moment the ‘would be’ motorised racers needed venues 
and the cyclists had them, and ‘in good nick’ too. 
 
…. To be continued in the next Bulletin…. 
 
 
Article copied from . . . primotipo... (2019).  
First Car ‘Demonstration or Parade’ in Australia: Adelaide Oval 18 October 1902…. [online]  
Available at: https://primotipo.com/2017/10/19/first-car-demonstration-or-parade-in-australia-
adelaide-oval-18-october-1902/ [Accessed 28 Sep. 2019]. 



 

 
 

RACV  2020  NATIONAL  VETERAN  VEHICLE  RALLY 
SWAN  HILL 

 
EXPRESSIONS  OF  INTEREST 

 

Our official rally website is now up and running.  You will find this via our club website -  
www.veterancarclub.org.au.  Click on “National Rally” at top of page and follow the links. 

Here you will find an on-line Expressions of Interest form (preferred method).  Fill it in now to stay up 
to date with rally information.  1st Newsletter is anticipated before Christmas. 

We have also included a hard copy EOI that can be printed and submitted, as well as a copy of our 
promotional video.  

There are already over 65 bookings for motel rooms, cabins and sites.  Accommodation options are 
listed on the website, but at writing, rally headquarters is fully booked with only powered sites now 
available. 

Book your accommodation NOW! 

The rally starts with a Mayoral Welcome, 3.00pm Sunday afternoon, October 11th 2020 and finishes 
with breakfast on Saturday morning October 17th.  

When:  11 October – 17 October 2020 

Where:  Swan Hill, Victoria 

Contact Rally Directors: Michael Holding  0407 008 895 
Claudia Holding  0402 484 036 
nationalrally@veterancarclub.org.au  

 

 

Come join us and  “RALLY to the MALLEE” 


